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Funding cut 
for homeless 
charity as 
users rocket 
during crisis 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

A LEADING homeless charity says re¬ 
ferrals have rocketed by a staggering 93 
per cent in 2011 as the impact of 
the economic doom and gloom forces 
people out of their homes and into fac¬ 
ing a life on the streets. 

To add to the growing sense of crisis, 
Canterbury-based Porchlight, which 
works across Kent and Medway, is fac¬ 
ing a 75 per cent cut in funding from 
Kent County Council for next year. 

The news comes as a stark reminder 
at this festive time of the immense chal¬ 
lenges facing so many people, just to 
keep a roof over their heads. 

Porchlight spokesman, Mark Parry, 
explains: “The economic situation has 
meant financial pressures on people 
have increased and in many cases be¬ 
come desperate to the point things have 


boiled over and family relationships 
have completely broken down. 

“Add to that issues of mental health 
and drug or alcohol addiction and things 
quickly spiral out of control for many. 

“The build-up to the point of rough 
sleeping can take months or years, but 
when it happens it is very quick.” 

In a recent survey the charity found 
123 people sleeping rough on a typical 
night in Kent - but fear many more are 
without a permanent home and forced 
to spend nights sleeping on the floors of 
friends’ homes. 

It says the number of referals from so¬ 
cial services and those making contact 
has risen by 9 3 per cent in 2 011. 

However, there was some good news 
for the charity, after it confirmed it is 
getting a £250,000 grant from central 
government to help prevent new rough 
sleepers spending a second night on the 
Continued on page 2 



PICTURES OF THE YEAR 

IMAGES: We showcase the photographs which captured 2011 across Kent-SEE INSIDE 


COMMUNITY 

Street Pastors 
on the march 

REVELLERS in town centres 
who find themselves incapaci¬ 
tated by booze are being given 
a helping hand from a band of 
Good Samaritans. As the party 
season hits full swing, the 
Street Pastors have been hit¬ 
ting the streets helping people 
keep safe and diffusing tricky 
situations. PAGE 5 


ENVIRONMENT 

Mistletoe gets 
the kiss of life 

SALES of mistletoe are soar¬ 
ing in supermarkets - but the 
number of orchards in Kent 
growing the plant are down 
almost 90 per cent since the 
1950s. Now a new campaign 
has been launched to ensure 
shoppers urge stockists to 
ensure locally grown mistletoe 
is promoted. PAGE 3 


GAMES 

Video games 
expo planned 

MARIO, Sonic and Donkey 
Kong are heading to Margate 
next year for the first in what 
organisers hope will be a 
major new event on the video 
game industry's calendar. 

GEEK 2012 will look at retro 
and modern gaming while 
reflecting on the town's arcade 
history. PAGE 17 
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TODAY: A mild and fine day with sunny 
spells. Moderate winds. Max temp 8-11C 
(46-52F). TONIGHT: Dry with some clear 
spells. Min temp 6-9C (43-48F). 

TODAY’S HIGH TIDE (Metres) 

Dover 11.06 6.7 23.31 6.7 


Margate _ _ 12.03 4.8 

St Mary’s 04.41 5.8 17.06 5.6 
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PUBLIC SPENDING 

Fears of ‘stress and 
sickness’ for staff as 
council announces 
massive budget cut 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hill@archant.co.uk 

KENT County Council set a gloomy 
festive tone this week after revealing it 
plans to slash almost £100million off its 
annual budget for 2012/13 - a much 
higher figure than first expected. 

And it means around 400 posts will 
be cut over the year, as part of the 1,500 
set to be cut over the next four years. 

Political opponents of the ruling Con¬ 
servative group say the cuts will partic¬ 
ularly hit young people, while piling ad¬ 
ditional stress and strain on those staff 
who do keep their jobs. 

The details of the budget were re¬ 
vealed on Tuesday morning at County 
Hall. 

The local authority says it is facing se¬ 
vere pressures from lower central gov¬ 
ernment grants and increased spending 
on its services. It maintains it will man¬ 
age its £2.2 billion budget by making 
efficiency savings which will not affect 
frontline services. 

Around £3 8m will be saved by em¬ 
ploying fewer staff, ending current con¬ 
tracts, managing buildings better and 
having fewer children come into care. 


A £14m grant from central govern¬ 
ment will, however, mean council tax 
bills will not be raised. 

The council has been hit by factors 
such as having to spend £2 2 m on im¬ 
proving children’s services after a dam¬ 
aging Ofsted report, spending £12m on 
vulnerable adults, supporting health 
improvements and inflation. 

KCC leader Paul Carter said: “This 
budget will innovate and modernise the 
way frontline services are delivered and 
deliver substantial efficiencies. 

“We have to be focused on the pro¬ 
curement of services that we buy from 
putting tarmac on the roads to putting 
together care packages for the elderly 
and vulnerable. 

“We have to be very astute to insure 
we have sensible specifications and pro¬ 
cure them in the right manner. 

“We have to work with partnership 
organisations and the third sector, to 
pool a smaller resource in order to give 
totally coherent, joined up, public serv¬ 
ices with less money. 

“We also have to be careful on how 
we manage demand, for example not 
putting children into care unnecessar¬ 
ily and the elderly into residential care 



SAVINGS NEEDED: County Hall announced a £100 million reduction in its budget 


if we can deliver good community sup¬ 
port programmes to people in their own 
homes.” 

The council says despite the re¬ 
ductions it will still invest £723m in 
capital infrastructure over the next 
three years. 

The money will be spent on schools 
and academies, public transport, social 
care and community facilities. 

The council also has £40m from the 
Regional Growth Fund for projects, in¬ 
cluding the business park at the Pfizer 
site in Sandwich. 

It will also be investing £20m in 
introducing superfast broadband 
around the county by 2014 and £34m 
on housing initiatives. 

John Simmonds, cabinet member 
for finance, said: “We have had to look 
very closely at our budget for the next 
year. Additional pressures mean we 


have had to make more savings than 
were first anticipated. 

“We have also had to take into ac¬ 
count government grant changes and 
the general rise in prices. We have been 
prepared for this and with good plan¬ 
ning we have once again found room to 
make efficiency savings and have made 
sure we are still protecting those front¬ 
line services needed by Kent residents.” 

Gordon Cowan for the Labour group 
in the council said: “This means even 
further cuts in services this year. The 
council are halving the budget in youth 
services for example, that must and will 
have an affect. 

“In the finance department alone 
there are 100 jobs going. Either they 
have been living the life of luxury 
in the past or now they are going to be 
so pressurised that there will be stress 
and sickness.” 


Fears funding to support homeless people in the future will be hard to come by 


Continued from front page 

streets. It is one of 19 communities 
across the UK to get a grant from the No 
Second Night Out fund. This is designed 
to identify and locate those who are 
forced to sleep on the streets - and 
ensure they are found some form of ac¬ 
commodation before the following night. 

Chris Coffey, strategic manager for 
outreach at Porchlight, said: "Porchlight 
will be working in partnership with the 


13 local authorities in Kent and Medway 
to create a reactive outreach service 
which will be responsive to those who 
are new to sleeping on the streets, 
supporting the principles of No Second 
Night Out. We will also be seeking vol¬ 
unteers to help us deliver this service." 

However, getting funding to support 
homeless people in the future looks 
increasingly difficult. 

Mr Parry added: "The service that 


the £250,000 will deliver is distinct 
from our current rough sleeper service 
as it will focus on new rough sleepers 
and preventing them from spending a 
second night on the streets as opposed 
to entrenched rough sleepers - those 
who have been on the streets for a 
significant amount of time. As it stands 
our current rough sleeper service is still 
being reduced by 75 per cent. 

"This grant runs from February 2012 


for 12 months and we hope it will be 
successful in significantly reducing the 
number of rough sleepers in the county. 

"Beyond that time we will continue 
to seek further funding to ensure we 
can sustain the level of rough sleeper 
support needed in the county." 

■ For information about being a 
volunteer or to find out more about 
the services Porchlight offers, visit 
www.porchlight.org.uk. 


£50 CASH BACK AND A 5 YEAR WARRANTY 
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before your 

£50 CASH BACK 

* £50 CASH BACK OFFER Only available 
on the WM1 4P360GB 1400 White model 
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Limited offer whilst stocks last. 

Call or visit in store for further details 


Wright's Warehouse 

ELECTRICAL & GAS DISCOUNT STORE 

OF MAIDSTONE 


si 


BF fol 


R 


11 WATERLOO ST, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME 15 7UG 
Tel: 01622 690246 Fax: 01622 678360 
sales@wrightswarehouse.co.uk 
www.wrightswarehouse.co.uk 
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ENVIRONMENT 


Save all your kisses f 
sustainably-sourced 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

MISTLETOE orchards have declined by almost 90 
per cent across Kent since the 1950s - prompt¬ 
ing a major new campaign designed to give the 
kiss of life to the traditional crop. 

The National Trust and Natural England 
launched a bid two years ago to promote com¬ 
munity-run orchards amid fears they would 
disappear from the UK’s woodlands within 20 
years. 

Now it is urging anyone buying mistletoe 
to decorate their house over the festive 
season to ensure they are buying sustainably 
sourced home-grown mistletoe - and urging 
shoppers to ask sellers where the mistletoe has 
come from. 

Peter Brash, National Trust ecologist, 
said: “Mistletoe is part of our Christmas heritage 
and has a special place in a wonderful winter 
landscape. 

“It would be a sad loss if mistletoe disappeared 
all together from its heartland. We could end up 
relying on imports of mistletoe from mainland 
Europe for those festive kisses.” 

Meanwhile, Maidstone has been named in the 
top ten towns snapping up mistletoe in the UK 
according to supermarket giant Tesco. 



Southend is top, but the county town is get¬ 
ting loved-up by finding itself in position nine in 
the top 10 around the nation. 

Despite the decline in local production, Tes- , 
co says demand for the plant is already up 20 4 
per cent on last year. 

Tesco mistletoe buyer Sha- 
ma Mehan said: “Kent 
folk have a great repu¬ 
tation for being real fun 
lovers and Maidstone 
with all its at¬ 
tractions is the 
county’s most 
lively place. So it’s 
not hard to see ^ 
why mistletoe 
is so popular 
there. 

“We started sell¬ 
ing mistletoe in our 
stores two weeks 
ago and sales 
have been grow¬ 
ing steadily since 
then. However sales 
will be boosted this week as it is the start of the 
Christmas party season.” 

Other high mistletoe sales have been record- 


rmore 
istletoe 


ed in Northampton, Blackpool, Coventry 
and Warrington. 

Swansea is where all the non¬ 
kissers live - it comes bottom of the 
nation, along with Mans¬ 
field, Reading, Scunthorpe 
and Walsall. 

While the origins of kiss¬ 
ing under the mistletoe are 
uncertain, one of the earliest refer¬ 
ences to the custom was made by 
American author Washington 
Irving in his novel of 1820, 
The Sketch 
7 1 Book Of 

G eoffr ey 
Crayon. 

In it he 
wrote: “The 
mistletoe is still hung 
up in farm-houses and 
kitchens at Christ¬ 
mas, and the young 
men have the privi¬ 
lege of kissing the girls 
under it, plucking each 
time a berry from the 
bush. When the berries are all 
plucked the privilege ceases.” 


r 1 

NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey and porridge 

JUST under 1,300 people have been arrested by 
Kent Police in a festive crime crackdown against 
burglars, thieves, bail absconders and other 
criminals. 

Since December 1, a total of 1,295 have been 
arrested and 760 charges have been made so 
far in one of the toughest onslaughts by officers 
across the county. Many of those arrested will 
now be spending Christmas behind bars. The 
arrests follow a series of special operations. 

**Rail fares shoot up 

COMMUTERS discovered this week the extra 
cost of their rail tickets as the prices for 2012 
are confirmed. 

Southeastern said its fares were rising by an 
average of six per cent as of January 2. Its MD 
Charles Horton said: "Nobdy likes to see price 
rises, but over the Last few years successive 
Governments have moved more of the cost of 
running the railways away from the taxpayer 
and towards the people who use rail services." 

^MP hits out at turbines 

CANTERBURY MP Julian Brazier has called 
on the Government to block plans to extend 
the wind farm off the coast off Whitstable and 
Herne Bay, declaring he fears the coastline will 
be dominated by "rustling hulks". 

He has written to energy minister Charles 
Hendry opposing plans for an extra 10-17 tur¬ 
bines, closer to the shore. He cites fears over a 
lack of a decommissioning programme. 


CAMPAIGN 

Christmas parties to prevent 
elderly from being left alone 


Surviving Winter CR 


A HOST of festive parties are 
to be staged after worrying 
new statistics revealed an in¬ 
crease in the number of elderly 
people in Kent preparing to 
spend Christams Day alone. 

Statistics from Age UK 
revealed some 2,000 pension¬ 
ers will be spending a lonely 
Christmas across the county. 

Now the charity intends 
to plug the gap by holding a 
number of special events. 

Lynda Rootes from Age UK 
in Maidstone said: "Families are 
now getting further away from 
each other, especially when 
children go out to find work. 

It's alright when parents are in 
their 50s but as they get older 
it may get harder for them to 
travel to where their families 
are. Also brothers and sisters 
often seem further away." 

To help counter the problem 


the charity arranges parties 
either just before or after the 
big day itself for their clients. 
Some 12 day centres organised 
parties in the area between 
December 16 and 22. 

Also, on Boxing Day a party 
is held at Brighter Futures in 
Maidstone with the help of Age 
UK minibuses if needed. 

Mrs Rootes said: "We have 
entertainment and songs. We 
need to make sure we accom¬ 
modate everyone's dietary 
needs for the dinners. 

"It's important that people 
have a nice time. They all go 
home with a present. People 


always say how much they 
have enjoyed it." 

The charity is also working 
hard to make sure older people 
make it safely through the 
winter. It is a chance for volun¬ 
teers and visitors to check on 
people's health and wellbeing. 

It comes as this newspaper 
continues to back the Surviving 
Winter campaign organised by 
the Kent Community Founda¬ 
tion. The scheme encourages 
over 60s who can afford it to 
donate their fuel allowance. 

See www.kentcf.org.uk/ 
surviving_winter.html to find 
out more. 


CHARITY 

Change a child’s life by backing our charity 


IF you enjoy this newspaper or www.kentnews. 
co.uk you will know we provide the best free 
news service in the county. And over the years 
we have raised thousands of pounds for Local 
charities through our Kent Kids for Christmas 


appeal. So why not put a smile on a child's face 
by donating? Send a cheque, payable to Kent 
Kids for Christmas to Archant KOS Media, Apple 
Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 
6SS. 



% STARTS * 
27TH DECEMBER 

MASSIVE REDUCTIONS IN ALL 
DEPARTMENTS AT BOTH OUR HIGH 
STREET DEPARTMENT STORE & 
WINCHEAP FURNITURE STORE 


Nasons Department Store 

47 High Street, Canterbury CT1 2SB 

01227 456755 

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 
Sundays 1 1 am - 5pm 

Nasons Furniture and Bed Centre 

Maynard Road, Wincheap Estate, Canterbury, 
CT1 3RQ 

01227 463550 

Open Mon - Sat 9am - 5.30pm 

Sundays 1 Oam - 4pm WWW.naSOnS.CO.uk 
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Government Endorsed Standards 


www.trustmark.org.uk 


Free planning 
service 


Expert project 
management 


Superb 

craftsmanship 


Fantastic value 
for money 


30 years experience 


www.ream.co.uk 


10-11 Matilda Close, Gillingham Business Park ME8 OPY 

01634 388 331 

758 Sidcup Road, New Eltham SE9 3NS 

020 8857 2489 


f#ream 

t ..*''' kitchens bedrooms bathrooms 


kbsa 

the UK kitchen bathroom bedroom 

specialists association 


Planning your new kitchen, bathroom or bedroom? 

Visit our impressive award-winning showroom at 
Gillingham for inspiration and unrivalled choice. 

We have the knowledge, skills and expertise 
to bring your ideas to life. 
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All prices are subject toV.A.T. Offer excludes Vito 120 P.O.A 


Vito Menu Servicing 

Oil Service 
Maintenance Service 
Front Brake Pads 
Rear Brake Pads 
Wiper Blades 
Health Check 


Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 

0844 396 I 122 www.sparshatts.co.uk 

Ashford : Dartford : Sittingbourne : Tunbridge Wells 
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CRIME 

Cops probe ‘extreme cruelty’ 
after dog and sheep deaths 


POLICE say they are staggered at the ‘callous’ 
slaughter of 15 sheep in a field which they be¬ 
lieve were deliberately run over by a 4x4. 

A farmer discovered the sheep dead in a field 
in Wrotham on Monday morning. Examination 
of their bodies suggested the injuries had been 
caused by a 4x4 vehicle striking them. 

Police were called and those sheep that 
were not killed but seriously injured in the 
attack were put down. 

The sheep were found in a field off the A20 
London Road, opposite the Tower industrial es¬ 
tate. The field is owned by the St Cleres estate 
near Kemsing, although the sheep belong to a 
farmer from Sussex. 

The gate to the field had been opened and 
tyre tracks were found on the ground. Signifi¬ 
cantly, police found part of a black moulded 
bumper bar which a serial number proves 
comes from a Mark I Landrover Discovery. 

Neighbourhood policing team inspector, 


Adrian Allen, said: “If anyone knows someone 
with this type of vehicle that has sustained 
bumper damage or hears or knows anything 
that they think is relevant, they are urged to 
call the police. This is a terrible crime that has 
resulted in great pain, distress and suffering and 
it is difficult to imagine who could do such a cal¬ 
lous thing. We are keen to establish a motive for 
this attack as quickly as possible." 

■ Meanwhile, on the same day a Labrador dog 
was found dead in Mote Park, Maidstone with 
police describing its death as “an act of extreme 
cruelty". It had been deliberately killed. 

Inspector Tristan Stevens said: "To cause 
such suffering to a defenceless animal is cow¬ 
ardly and callous and we are keen to ensure the 
person responsible for this is arrested." 

Police are not linking the two incidents. 

Anyone with information is asked to call 
Inspectors Allen or Sparkes on 101 or call Kent 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555111. 


SAFETY 

Samaritans 
easing the 
partygoers’ 


route 


By Chris Murphy 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

AS town centres see a boom in 
revellers over the festive sea¬ 
son, there is a force of good on 
the streets helping the inebri¬ 
ated and diffusing trouble. 

But rather than the police, 
the teams are Street Pastors 

- Christians offering a shoul¬ 
der to cry on, arranging a safe 
journey home and fulfilling the 
role of the Good Samaritan. 

Kent Police this week heaped 
praise on their efforts and called 
for more to be working the 
streets in addition to the seven 
towns in which they already 
operate across the county. 

Each Street Pastor, who has 
undergone a 50-hour training 
course costing £300, carries a 
special calling card with a host 
of numbers for support groups. 

What’s more, they are not 
permitted to discuss their faith 

- unless initiated by the person 
they are treating. 

It is the brainchild of London- 
based Rev Les Issac, director of 
the Ascension Trust. He said 
Street Pastors is an inter-de¬ 
nominational Church response 
to urban problems, engaging 


home 


with people on the streets to 
care, listen and talk. 

Set up in 2003, it has spread 
across the country to towns 
which have reported a reduc¬ 
tion in crime and violence 
when pastors are on patrol. 

Anne Jenkins, coordinator 
for Gravesend, is the only paid 
member of staff in the town. 

She said: “We talk to people, 
and sit with someone who is 
not well, either from drink or 
drugs, or another condition. 

“If it’s an emergency we call 
an ambulance. We offer wa¬ 
ter, or wrap them in a space 
blanket. We wait until a family 
member or friend comes to get 
them because often taxi drivers 
won’t take them. 

“Some people can become 
aggressive, but we are trained 
to walk away. However these 
incidents are rare.” 

Teams operate in Ashford, 
Maidstone, Tunbridge Wells, 
Gravesend, Medway, Sitting- 
bourne and Canterbury. 

Maidstone branch chairman 
Rev Jackie Cray said: “Recently 
one young girl was so drunk 
she could not walk properly 
and kept falling in the road, but 
didn’t want help. 


“Our patrol knew she was in 
trouble and kept picking her up 
out of the busy road to save her 
from any harm. They stayed 
back and only intervened to 
protect her from herself. 

“We also get to talk to sol¬ 
diers back from duty who are 
upset by the things they have 
seen. They just need to talk to 
someone who will listen. We 
provide a vital service.” 

Ashford coordinator Tom 
Pelham, minister for Ashford 
Baptist Church, added: “Our 
ethos is care, listen and help. 
We can offer first aid, water, 
blankets and flip flops for girls 
whose heels have snapped. 

“If people ask ‘what is a 
Street Pastor’ then we tell them 
we are volunteers from local 
churches and that we are there 
to care, listen and help. So if 
people ask, we will tell them 
our beliefs, but that is not the 
first principle.” 

In Tunbridge Wells, Angela 
Bacon is leaving the paid coor¬ 
dinator’s job to train as a Bap¬ 
tist minister. 

She said: “Some may think 
it’s not worth helping some¬ 
one who has got themself too 
drunk. But often in that state 
you hear their problems and 
giving them an ear, and a con¬ 
fident ‘hope it all works out for 
you’ can really help. 

“Sympathetic ears can be 
tough to find, especially at 3am 
on these very cold mornings.” 


^Fake toys are seized 

TRADING Standards officers in Medway have 
seized 38 fake look-a-like toys from a trader in 
Chatham featuring the trade marked images of 
children’s favourites Thomas the Tank Engine 
and Roary, The Racing Car. The goods were 
seized amid fears they could easily be confused 
for the real thing by parents and grandparents 
buying gifts in the run up to Christmas. A full 
investigation is now under way and the toys are 
being tested. 

^Britpop band in church 

THE Lightning Seeds have confirmed they will 
be performing in Ashford next year as part of 
their UK tour. The group who had a string of 
big hits during the 1990s and teamed up with 
comedians Frank Skinner and David Baddielfor 
football anthem Three Lions in 1996, will be 
performing at the new town centre St Mary’s 
venue on February 21. The venue is a church 
which under went a refurbishment to allow it to 
become a performance space too. 

^Tunnel all set for 2012 

A GIANT set of Olympic Rings has been unveiled 
on the entrance to the Channel Tunnel in France 
as the operator prepares to welcome thousands 
of sports fans into the UK for London 2012. 

The rings have been placed at the entrace of 
the tunnel in Coquelles, near Calais. During the 
Games next summer, visitors will be taken to 
St Pancras then jump on one of the high-speed 
Javelin services to Stratford. 


Chief Inspector Lee Russell 
of Kent Police said: “Our cops 
think they are great. They are a 
real positive presence, and help 
reduce incidents of crime and 
disorder in our town centres. 
That allows our officers to deal 
with other calls.” 


FRIENDLY 
FACES: The 

Street Pastors 
in Gravesend, 
top, and 
Maidstone 
look out for 
people in need 
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VIRTUALLY PAINLESS LASER HAIR REMOVAL 


Using the Soprano XL Blue Laser 

the most advanced laser technology in the world 


Full legs 

from £249 

Based on a course 
of 4 for £996 


Bikini & 
underarm 
from £89 

Based on a course 
of 6 for £534 


Gents full back 

from £249 

Based on a course 
of 4 for £996 


Lip & chin 

from £49 

Based on a course 
of 10 for £449 
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WOODBURY Skin 
AND LASER CLINIC 


Woodbury Skin and Laser Clinic 

149 High Street, Tenterden TN30 6JS 

Tel: 01580 762323 www.woodburyclinic.co.uk 


Furniture for all seasons.. 



14 Suffolk Avenue, Westgate-on-Sea CT8 8JG 

0800 2888 244 www.lexterten.com 

The showroom is signposted off the A28 and open Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm 
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Furniture for Life 


DON’T GET LEFT OUT IN THE COLD 


Bring a warm front into your home this winter 
with our range of bespoke windows, 
doors, conservatories and orangeries 


MASSIVE 

CLEARANCE 

SALE 

PVCu WINDOWS 
AND DOORS 

FROM COO* 
ONLY 

WHILE STOCKS LAST 

*Terms & conditions apply 


To add style and value to your home call 
0800 195 0000 for a free quotation 

E or visit the showroom at 

Newington Road, Ramsgate, 

lenhant KentcTi 2 6PP 

i i vvww.elephantwindows.co.uk 



ALSO AVAILABLE: FASCIAS, SOFFITS, GUTTERING AND PATIOS 


► 


Our pick of the images 

From festivals to royal visits, it has been a busy 



THE Turner Contemporary in Margate ex¬ 
ceeded targets and received the royal seat of 
pprovat when the Queen came in November to 
pay a special visit, Pic: PAUL JERREAT 


KENT’S culture offering was considerably 
boosted this year when the multi-million pound 
new Marlowe Theatre was opened by Prince 
Edward in October. Pic: TIM STUBBINGS 


Say it with a PhotoBook this Christmas 




, in 


' 




AND GET 


20 % 


OOFF 


ALL YOUR PHOTOBOOK ORDERS 


PhotoBooks start from just £6.99 

It’s quick, it’s easy and it’s a great way to produce a digitally printed 
photo album as a gift for Christmas. 

Making your photo book is so simple. From taking 
that picture on your camera or phone, uploading it 
onto your computer, to creating and ordering your 
PhotoBooks online, it couldn’t be easier. 

The perfect keep sake as well as a gift idea 

yourPhotoBooks.co.uk 




CAPTURE 


MOMENT 


Visit our website to find out how to use and make your own PhotoBook 
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which helped define the year in Kent 


year across the county. We select some of our favourite photos of 2011 



RAPPERVaniUaloe^^totetinesurprise 

big name for P ant0 aea l p ter P g n an d broki 
rrere^PAULJERREAT 


T9 


THE eyes of the sporting world fell on Sandwich in 
July as the Open returned and with it the cream of the 
world's players. Darren Clarke's emotional victory was 
the icing on the cake. Pic: ADY KERRY 


ArgyU and Sutherfand 

Howpr" 1 M Y The fr00ps are based at « 
Howe Barracks. Pic: PAUL JERREAT 


COMMUNITIES united to celebrate the wedding of 
Prince William and Kate Middleton in April as roads 
were closed and street parties thrown - like this one in 
Tunbridge Wells. Pic: PAUL JERREAT 



HE may be small, but he packed one hell of 
a punch as Prince was the surprise big-name 
headliner for Paddock Wood's Hop Farm Festi¬ 
val, stealing the show and the headlines 


It pays to 
advertise 





. Winter Sale * • 

R range of top quality furniture by leading manufacturers at very attractive prices ^ 


Clarkes 

furnishers 


www.ciarke6fumshersxo.uk 


Store Closed 21M - December 

Winter sale starts 27*' December 2011 
Open New Veers Day & Ban* Hcftaay* 


rm • r} SiMtly 9T JwfUir 


RMRZING SAVINGS 
THROUGHOUT THE STORE 


© 

30% off all orders 

save up to 32% 

DERWENT 

save up to 45% 


ercol 

save up to 25% 

natiiaii 

25% off all orders 

nolte 

25% off all orders 




























8 I week ending December 25, 2011 


NW 


www.kentnews.co.uk 


FROM THE TEAM THAT BROUGHT YOU Oi TSA NO PETTICOATS’ 

OPENING IN JANUARY AT THE CHURCHILL THEATRE, BROMLEY 


BILL KENWRIGHTand LAURIE MANSFIELD 

PRESENT 

A BRAND NEW MUSICAL FULL OF ROCK'N'ROLL CLASSICS! 

SAVE THE LAST 

IE FOR ME 


by LAURENCE MARKS & MAURICE GRAN 
FEATURING THE HITS OF DOC POMUS & MORT SHUMAN AND MANY MORE... 
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CHARITY 


Hospices bring hope 
in their darkest hour 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

ON A bitterly cold winter’s day 21 
years ago, Graham Perolls wit¬ 
nessed a young man die. 

He saw the agony of his final 
hours suffering from cancer with¬ 
out the drugs we take for granted 
to ease the suffering. 

It was a moment which would 
change his life. And one which, all 
these years later, still haunts and 
motivates him. 

“He was moaning with pain,” 
remembers Mr Perolls, now 61. 
“The doctor in the hospital said he 
wished he could do more but there 
was no morphine. I knew then that 
I must do something to help.” 

The hospital was in Brasov in Ro¬ 
mania. The visit was in 1990, just 
months after Nicolae Ceaucescu’s 
oppressive Communist regime had 
been toppled, and the people of Ro¬ 
mania were suffering. 

For Graham Perolls it was a mo¬ 
ment he could not ignore. 

Born and bred in Dartford and 
now living in Tunbridge Wells, in 
1980 he had 
watched his fa¬ 
ther, Norman, 
slip away with 
a terminal ill¬ 
ness, soon after 
the death of his 
mother, Ellen. 

Impressed with 
the palliative 
care his father 
had received, he 
set up a hospice 
charity, the El- 
lenor Founda¬ 
tion, dedicated to 
providing pallia¬ 
tive care and to 

easing the suffering of those in the 
final stages of life. Today it is a mul¬ 
ti-million pound operation which 
continues to provide a vital service 
across north Kent. 

Yet it was his experience of Ro¬ 
mania - developed through a love 
of the country after first visiting it 
some 36 years ago - which burned 


hospices of hope 

i (fay C4ci*t 


RiMM 


strong in his heart. This was fuelled 
with lasting friendships formed by 
a series of chance events during the 
mid-1970s. 

He explained: “In 1975 a friend 
and I went on a week’s holiday 

- we thought we were going to go 
to Spain or Portugal, but it ended 
up that the travel agent couldn’t 
find us something for that week 

- so they said what about a week in 
Transylvania? 

“We just thought it sounded like 
a bit of an adventure. On that first 
visit we got lost and had a chance 
meeting with someone who showed 
us back to the hotel and then in¬ 
vited us to meet their family. Our 
friendship started from there. 

“I got married in 1984 and five 
years later I took my wife, we had 
three children by then, to visit. It 
was the January before the Decem¬ 
ber revolution. 

“That was when Romania was at 
its very worst. You could see people 
queuing for bread at 4am. It was a 
very desolate place, very cold. 

“What I remember most was 
the Communists dancing the night 
away in a hotel 
at a ski resort 
which people in 
the town were 
almost starv¬ 
ing.” 

But in De¬ 
cember 1989 
Ceaucescu was 
finally over¬ 
thrown follow¬ 
ing the fall of the 
Iron Curtain. 

Explains Mr 
Perolls: “I went 
back a few days 
after the revo¬ 
lution to see if 
my friends were okay - we’d seen 
pictures on the television of the 
orphans and the institutions. And 
because of my involvement in hos¬ 
pices I asked to see the facilities 

- which is when I saw that young 
man die in terrible pain. 

“I wasn’t thinking of starting a 
hospice -1 thought it better to tar- 


*•1 


Warming your world! 


design 


WOODSTOVES • RANGE COOKERS 
FIREPLACES • GAS FIRES • COOKSHOP 


Roper Close, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7EP 
01227 457643 www.heatdesignkent.com 


get the help rather than just send 
teddy bears. It started from there.” 

In 1991, the trustees of the El- 
lenor Foundation agreed to back an 
appeal to raise funds and a Roma¬ 
nian appeal was launched. It would 
be the forerunner of the present day 
charity, Hospices of Hope. 

His ambition was to use his ex¬ 
perience of hospice care to provide 
vital assistance to those suffering 
terminal illness. 

Mr Perolls adds: “I knew I had 
people I could trust in Romania. 

“We trained one of the first 
nurses, we had a Romanian char¬ 
ity shop in Bexley in 1992 and that 



was the first funding. But the need 
was so huge - we had people beg¬ 
ging for help once they heard there 
was a team offering support that 
was free of charge. 

“The hardest thing in the early 
days was having to turn so many 
people away.” 


From small acorns - a conference 
in Brasov to raise awareness of hos¬ 
pice care - things quickly grew. 

Soon there were teams of ex¬ 
perts providing care in hospitals 
and homes and in 1997 a centre 
was opened - named after Princess 
Continued on page 11 


CARING: 

Hospices 
offer a 
caring 
place for 
those in 
pain 


It's back and it's BIGGER than ever, for a limited period only, SAVE, SAVE, SAVE 


STARTS 



9.00am Tuesday 
27th December 


In our Blue Cross Sale every single one of our fantastic pre-owned cars purchased at Invicta Ford comes with 
massive savings of up to £1000! But hurry, don't miss out, this sale is strictly for a limited period only 


Over 2000 top quality pre-owned Fords to choose from, from as little as £2999! 1 

Ka 

Fiesta 

Fusion 

Focus 

C-Max 

Choice of 58 
from only 

£2249^ 

Choice of 332 
from only 

^ £2300 

Choice of 90 
from only 

^ £3000 

Choice of 436 
from only 

J£2900g| 

Choice of 189 
from only 

|£4000|H| 


Kuga 

Choice of 54 


S-Max 

Choice of 56 


Galaxy 

Choice of 998 


Mondeo Other Makes 

Choice of 199 Choice of 1527 


from only from only from only from only from only 

£14500f§5| £7500[|||£9000f^| £3500£g|£2500£^ 


Save time - Book your service online www.invictamotors.com 


59 Sturry Road, Canterbury CT1 1DR 
Tel: 0844 499 2295 
Orbital Park, Ashford TN24 OHT 
Tel: 0844 499 2171 

Margate Road, Westwood, Thanet CT12 6SJ 
Tel: 0844 856 4131 

OPENING HOURS FOR SERVICE MON-FRI 08.30 -18.00 AND SAT 08.30 -12.30 AND CAR SALES ALSO OPEN SATURDAY PM AND SUNDAY 10.00 -16.00 


OVER 400 
CARS MUST 
BE SOLD! 

MASSIVE 

SAVINGS! 

EVERY CAR 
MUST GO! 


Invicta Ford 

For a better motoring experience 


12.2% APR 


• GO ONLINE 
AND... 

0 Get your vehicle valued. 
0 Book your Service. 
0View live videos of 
our stock 

0 View over 3000 vehicles 
in group stock 


Browse 1,000’s of quality new & used cars online - www.invictamotors.com 
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FARLEYS 

Established 1928 - Four Generations of Family Service &. Quality 


Modern and 
traditional upholstery 


i| YBw 

^4 Kitchen and 
dining furniture 


WE WOULD LIKE TO WISH 
ALL OUR CUSTOMERS PAST 
AND PRESENT A 
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Kitchens and 
bathrooms 


SALE STARTS 
BOXING DAY 10AM 


Carpets, vinyls 
and hard flooring 


Bcds/divans 


Townley House • Chatham Street 
Ramsgate • Kent • CTl 1 7PR 
01843 593069 • www.farleysfurniture.co.uk 
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CHARITY 


Appeal hopes to build 
new site in Romania 



SUPPORT: Graham Perolls meets a patient at Pascani Hospice 


Continued from page 9 

Diana - which has gone on to 
train more than 12,0 00 doctors 
and nurses in hospice care. 

Oliver Postgate, the late cre¬ 
ator of Bagpuss, who lived in 
Kent, even donated a six-figure 
sum to fund a children’s ward 
at its Brasov hospice. 

Hospices of Hope is now the 
leading palliative care charity 
and training centre in south 
east Europe - helping an esti¬ 
mated 15,000 terminally ill 
children and adults. 

In the UK, it has a chain of 
17 charity shops - headquar¬ 
tered in Otford, near Sevenoaks 
- and two coffee shops, staffed 
by volunteers working to ease 
the situation in Romania. 

And now, to mark the chari¬ 
ty’s 20th anniversary, it has 
launched a £750,000 appeal 
to build two new hospices in 
Romanian capital Bucharest. 

Yet despite all the progress, 
despite all the improvements in 
Romania - it joined the Euro¬ 
pean Union in 2007 - there are 


still significant social issues. 

“There have been a lot of 
changes since my first trip in 
1975,” reflects Mr Perolls to¬ 
day, “ a small segment of society 
has got very wealthy - a middle 
class is starting to develop - but 
probably 40 per cent of people 
are extremely poor. 

“We are raising awareness 
in Romania for people there to 
help, but it’s very slow.” 


However the efforts to raise 
money show no sign of slowing. 
For Mr Perolls it has become a 
mission and one he intends to 
continue to promote. 

He concludes: “It has been 
a huge privilege to transform 
people’s lives. It has its diffi¬ 
cult moments but overall it has 
been very rewarding.” 

■ For more details see www. 
hospicesofhope.co.uk. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS, JANUARY-MARCH 2012 

THE DRIFTERS 

Save the last dance for me - Saturday night at the movies 
- Under the boardwalk. Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday 21 st January ♦ TICKETS £ 14.50 

SHOWADDYWADDY 

Three steps to heaven - Under the moon of love - Heartbeat. 

Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday I Ith February ♦ TICKETS £15.00 

CHRIS BARBER & HIS BIG BAND 

Sunday 19th February ♦ £29.50 including 3 COURSE LUNCH 

CABARET NIGHT 

A great night's entertainment 
Saturday 3rd March 
2 COURSE DINNER, 

NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE ACT, 

COMEDIAN GEORGE SAUNDERS, 

THE FABULOUS BAND “ACCOLADE” 

TICKETS £ I 7.50, £20.00, £25.00 or entry to bar only (no meal) £9.00 

THE REAL THING 

You to me are everything - Can't get by without you 
-Whenever you want my love. Plus DISCO til 2am. 

Saturday 17th March ♦ TICKETS £14.50 
The Drifters, Showaddywaddy &The Real Thing are non seated events. 
For more information on any of the above events or to book please 
phone 01892 515532. High Rocks, High Rocks Lane, 
TYmbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9JJ. www.highrocks.co.uk 


E 

TUESDAY 27TH DECEMBER 9AM-7PM 

WEDNESDAY28TH DECEMBER 9AM-6PM 

THURSDAY29TH DECEMBER 9AM-8PM 

FRIDAY30TH DECEMBER 9AM-6PM* 

‘INDIVIDUAL STORE OPENING HOURS MAYVARY. 

FENWICK AND M&S RE-OPEN TUESDAY 27TH DECEMBER. 

‘ALL DAY£1 CAR PARKING ONLYAPPLICABLE ON MONDAY26TH DECEMBER 2011. 

westfieLd.com/rvp 


STARTS 
BOXING DAY 
I0AM-5PM* 

WITH ALL DAY CAR PARKING ONLY£l + 

NEWYEAR’SEVE 9AM-5PM 

NEW YEAR’S DAY CLOSED 

MONDAY 2ND JANUARY I0AM-5PM 

NORMAL TRADING HOURS RESUME TUESDAY3RD JANUARY2012 

W&stfield 
Royal Victoria Place 

Tunbridge Wells 
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Solid & 

Engineered Wood 
Laminates 

Safety Flooring 

• Carpet 

• Karndean &Amtico 

• Free Underlay and 
Gripper on all Carpets 
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PARKING 

Retailers welcome £1 
Boxing Day charge for 
all town centre parking 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

SHOPPERS heading to the sales in Tunbridge 
Wells on Boxing Day have been handed an early 
Christmas present after council chiefs confirmed 
parking in the town centre would cost just £1 for 
the whole day. 

Pay and display car parks across 
the town will be included, in a bid 
to boost traders’ takings over the 
all-important festive season. 

Council leader Bob Atwood said: 

“The decision has been taken not 
only as a gesture of support for local 
businesses, but also to encourage 
people to come to the town during 
the festive season. 

“It’s an opportunity not only to 
enjoy all the shopping facilities, but 
also, perhaps to make a day of it with a visit to 
the ice rink in Calverley Grounds.” 

Centre manager at Royal Victoria Place Laurie 
Barton Wright, who is also a member of the town’s 
retailer steering group, welcomed the move. 

She said: “We are really pleased the council is 
able to support the town centre businesses with 


a parking offer. It is a difficult time for the retail 
industry and we are working hard to try and 
keep trade in Tunbridge Wells - attracting shop¬ 
pers into the town centre is really important 
and we know people think carefully about where 
to go shopping. 

“Boxing Day is the first day of the sales so it’s 
great to be able to offer an extra bo¬ 
nus for people to shop all day and 
only pay £1.” 

The parking fee applies to Mon¬ 
day, December 26 only. 

The steering group, which is sup¬ 
ported by Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council, was established as an op¬ 
portunity for retailers to share infor¬ 
mation and work in collaboration to 
influence the future of Royal Tun¬ 
bridge Wells as a retail destination. 
Members include the Pantiles 
Traders’ Association, Marks & Spencer, Fenwick, 
Topshop, Hall’s Book Shop, Champneys Spa and 
the Assembly Hall Theatre. 

Retailers who would like to attend the next 
steering group meeting can contact Laurie Barton 
Wright at Royal Victoria Place on 01892 506620 
or email laurie.bartonwright@westfield-uk.com. 



Dream a little Dream... 


Come and see us over 
the Christmas Holidays 

We are open: 

Sat 17th- Fri 23rd 

Wed 28th, Thur 29th, Fri 30th, Sat 31st 

Mon 2nd onwards OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

Closed Sat 24th, Sun 25th, Mon 26th, Tue 27th 
Closed Sun 1st 






ED 


Choose Freedom ~ Choose Adventure ~ Choose Life 


JUP- Choose Used Motorhome & Caravan Sales 

W | 0 ; C11 : 0 Motorhome & Caravan Servicing & Repairs ~ Sell for cash or use our Tried & Trusted Brokerage Service ~ Open 7 Days 
I 1 The Showroom, Howfield Lane/A28, Chartham, Canterbury, Kent, CT4 7HG 01227 733557 WWW.choOSeleisiire.CO.llk 


j 
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WITH OUR FANTASTIC OFFER 




26 KW 

‘A’ Rated 
Combi Boiler 


Free Horizontal Flue Kit 
Free Digital Clock 
Free Filling Loop 


DISCOUNT PLUMBING. HEATING AND BATHROOM SUPPLIES 


Unit 13 Larkstore Park. Lodge Road, StaptehurstTN12 OQY 01580 893 277 
25 West Street. Sittingbourne ME 10 tAL 01795 437 090 

www.plumb-bay.com 
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HOT offers: 

CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEAS * 

Companion Sets • Log Baskets • Fire Guards 
-V > In stock to take away m 



COUNCIL 


Optimistic outlook as town 
faces up to new challenges 



By Chris Britcher 

chrishritcher@archant.co.uk 

SAVING Tunbridge Wells from 
the perceived “imminent de¬ 
struction” of its town centre 
has been the crowning mo¬ 
ment of 2011, according to 
council leader Bob Atwood. 

The Conservative chief, who 
swept to power at the begin¬ 
ning of this year after former 
leader Roy Bullock was ousted 
by his own party members, sent 
an up-beat Christmas message 
to residents as he looked back 
over an eventful year. 

He also pointed to key break¬ 
throughs in some of the town’s 
longest running sagas - among 
them the abandoned Morri¬ 
sons and cinema sites, and the 
future of the Town Hall itself. 

He said: “Perhaps the most 
important thing we have done 
so far is to reduce public con¬ 
cern over what was believed to 
be the imminent destruction of 
the town centre, and establish 
an independent panel drawn 
from many sections of Tun¬ 
bridge Wells society. 


“They have been tasked with 
developing their own vision of 
how the town should progress 
over future years, in consulta¬ 
tion with as many residents, 
traders, businesses and visitors 
as possible. I look forward with 
interest to the result. 

“We have also managed to 
persuade Morrisons to put their 
shamefully vacant premises 
near the station back into use 
and have been promised this 
by next Easter. The planning 
application has been approved 
and Morrisons has said they 
will press ahead with work in 
the new year. 

“This was closely followed 
by a change of ownership of 


the cinema site in the town 
centre. The council is currently 
processing an application for 
the demolition of the old cin¬ 
ema buildings. 

“Hopefully a new develop¬ 
ment will commence on the site 
before too long. After 11 years 
blighting our town, it cannot 
be too soon.” 

Cllr Atwood concluded: 
“There are, of course, many 
challenges ahead, including 
severely reduced grant income 
from the government, and our 
ever present traffic problems, 
but I am confident we will be 
able to make progress with res¬ 
idents’ continued support and 
encouragement. ” 


Daily Living Aids 

STOCKING FILLERS - Daily Living Aids - from as little as £3.99 

One Touch X 




Can Opener 

£28+VAT 


Circulation Massager 
and Booster 

£130+VAT 



One touch 
jar opener 

£29.40+VAT 


i ir* 


One Touch Grater 

£30+VAT 



Walkers from £49.99+VAT, 4 Wheel Walkers from £75.99 + VAT 
Rise and Recline Chairs from £599.00+VAT 
and Scooters from as little AS £599.00 + VAT 


x. 


Medwaymobility 

286 High Street 
Chatham ME4 4BP www.medwaymobility.com 


FOR OUR LOWEST PRICES 
PLEASE CALL US NOW ON 

01634 409114 



H _ 

I 


Part of the 
RMS group 
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EVEN MORE 

SAVINGS 

ON YOUR FAVOURITE 
DESIGNER BRANDS 


ashforddesigneroutlet.com 


M 0 '’ 


Designer Outlet 


A McArthurGlen Property 
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CRIME 


ROADS 


Man wanted by police 

POLICE have named Stephen 
Fahri, 29, as the man they want to 
speak to in connection with a hit 
and run in Southborough which 
Left a police officer injured. 

It follows an appeal on the 
BBC's Crimewatch which named 
Fahri on their most wanted List. 



MOT’S, SERVICING & REPAIRS 


HAZEL MOTORS 


All Repairs Undertaken 
Servicing & Diagnostic Testing 
Welding & Exhausts 
Air Conditioning Servicing -Tr 
i Fitting Centre 

OTS £3 

Free re-test 
Includes free winter check 
MOTS while you wait or you can 
pre book 





01634 406664 


www.hazelmotors.co.uk 



271-287 DALE STREET, 
CHATHAM ME4 6QR 


Council trials controversial CCTV 
car in crackdown on illegal parking 



MARKING 
TIME: Critics 
have attacked 
the use of the 
CCTV car in 
other areas 
but Tunbridge 
Wells council 
is seeing what 
it can do to 
help enforce 
the parking 
laws 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 

COUNCIL chiefs are bracing themselves for a 
backlash after a Smart car equipped with CCTV 
was launched onto the streets in a bid to crack¬ 
down on motorists contravening parking 
regulations. 

The car was unveiled in Tunbridge Wells last 
week, designed to complement existing CCTV 
systems and deliver hard and fast proof of those 
parking on double yellow lines, blocking bus 
lanes or causing a nuisance to other road users. 

However, a similar scheme in Medway has re¬ 
peatedly come under fire since it was first 
launched three and a half years ago. 

Critics have pointed to it frequently catching 
out traders pausing to off-load into their premis¬ 
es or even breaking parking regulations itself. 

Tunbridge Wells chiefs, however, will be hop¬ 
ing to avoid the pitfalls. 

The council has the car on loan for a short 
time and will be assessing the effectiveness of the 
vehicle at the end of the trial period. 

It has, so far, spent much of its time monitor¬ 
ing vehicles at Fiveways in the town centre 
where restrictions are in place which limit 
the times that most vehicles can use that section 
of road. 

On one morning the Smart car monitored as 
many as 50 vehicles in one hour contravening 


the traffic regulation by going through the re¬ 
stricted zone. 

The car has also been used near Capel school. 

Tunbridge Wells Borough Council’s planning 
and transportation portfolio holder, Brian Rans- 
ley, said: “The car is with us for a trial period. We 
will be looking to see what it can do rather than 
seeing it as an opportunity for enforcement at 


this time. Recently we began a road safety cam¬ 
paign with local school children. 

“As a visible deterrent the CCTV car is a good 
way to get the safety message across to parents 
and motorists too as it can capture images of the 
cars parked on zig-zag lines near schools.” 

There is no cost to the borough council during 
the trial period. 



FULL BATH SUITE £250 





Bathroom & 
Plumbing Supplies 

SALE 


RIALTO FIXED SHOWER HEAD 

WALKIN AQUALUX 

CONCEALED THERMOSTATIC 

& WALL MOUNTED ARM 

ENCLOSURE AND TRAY 

TWIN VALVE 

WAS £268 

WAS £935 

■_WAS £106 _ 



B a ■ 








vv * 


IBo3 Elm Court Est • Capstone Rd • Gillingham • ME7 3JQ 

aquadesign@darriledwards.co.uk 
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COMPUTER GAMES 

Mario and his 
video pals to 
visit seaside 
for inaugural 
gaming expo 

By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

A MAJOR video game exhibition is being planned 
for Kent next year - and if successful could be¬ 
come a major event on the annual technology 
calendar. 

GEEK 2012, which stands for Game Expo East 
Kent, promises to showcase vintage consoles with 
the latest cutting-edge machines when it takes 
place over five days in Margate in February. 

Machines from the past such as Spectrum, 
Commodore and Sega will line-up alongside the 
latest high-tech efforts from Nintendo, Sony and 
Microsoft, as well as a bank of networked PCs for 
multi-player action. 

There will also be classic arcade and pinball 
machines from the 19 70s up to the present day. 

And in addition to catching a glimpse of the 
earliest outings by characters such as Sonic the 
Hedgehog, Mario and Donkey Kong, there will 
be more than 150 playable consoles and games. 

It is being organised by staff at Marine Studios 
in Margate, with the main venue the Winter 
Gardens. 

Director Kate Kneale said: “This is a pilot and 
we would love to see this become a major annual 
event. Margate is the natural home for a video 
gaming festival and expo. 

“Despite the deprivation of the area in recent 
times its history is as a place to play; from the side¬ 
show illusionists to the arcades on the seafront, 
playing is a serious business in Margate and in 
the 21st century that means video gaming. 

Key to GEEK 2012 will be an exhibition 
focused on providing an access point into educa¬ 
tion and training in the industry. 

This is still in the planning stage, but Ms 
Kneale said it will include a classroom exploring 
skills of the trade such as animation, plus key¬ 
note speakers from the industry exploring the 
future of the gaming market. 

GEEK Fringe will take in venues across Than- 
et, from the Carlton Cinema where games will be 
played on the big screen, to the Tom Thumb 
Theatre, plus pubs and cafe events to include 
talks, screenings, quizzes and exhibitions. 

■ Geek 2012 takes place over February 15- 
19. For more information see www.geek2012. 
co.uk. 


CRASH 

Chaos on M2 as crash 
closes carriageway 

TRAFFIC jams stretched back more than six 
miles on the M2 on Monday after a morning 
rush-hour crash forced part of it to close. 

A smash took place between the coastbound 
turn-off to Faversham at junction six and junc¬ 
tion seven at Brenley Corner at around 7.35am, 
and forced police to divert traffic onto the A2. 
The road was finally reopened four hours later. 

A woman who was trapped in her car was 
taken to hospital in a serious, but not Life-threat¬ 
ening, condition. An investigation into the crash 
in underway. 



POLICE 

Water bombers fined after 
cops catch them on CCTV 

TWO men who hurled water bombs at revellers in 
Folkestone Last Friday night have been tracked down by 
police and fined. 

Both admitted to throwing the bombs and admitted 
similar incidents in Folkestone and Deal. The men were 
stopped in a car in Marine Parade on Friday night after 
an earlier incident was spotted on CCTV. They were 
reported for public order offences and on Sunday issued 
with fixed penalty notices and £80 fines. 


LIFE BOAT 

Crews put in danger as 
boat launched after ‘hoax’ 

MARGATE'S Lifeboat crew are warning people not to Let 
off flares irresponsibly near the shore after what they 
believe was a hoax last weekend. 

The crew were called out just before midnight after 
coastguards at Dover received a number of reports of a 
red distress flare off the coast at Margate. The coast¬ 
guard patrol found the cap of a red flare on the prom¬ 
enade near The Lido in Margate. They fear the person 
who Let it off may have been doing it as a hoax. 
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READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 S3 

tor bookings and informst?cn 


Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 




Corinth 
Canal, Greek 
Islands & 
Istanbul 

Escorted Rail-Cruise 
from London, 
Ebbsfleet & Ashford 
Fly-Cruise also available 
12 days 

Quote GCIO-KOS 

From £1199pp 

Departs: 10 October, 2012 

Join us on this rare opportunity to 
cruise through the amazing Corinth 
Canal, visit the breathtakingly 
beautiful Greek Islands and the 
amazing east-meets-west city of 
Istanbul - bustling, dynamic and full 
of heady aromas. 

On our journey to join the cruise in 
the south of France we experience 
the thrill of European rail travel. We 
then cruise to some of the eastern 
Mediterranean's must-see 

destinations on board the mv Arion 
- one of very few liners able to pass 
through the Corinth Canal. 
Accommodating up to 320 
passengers, the Arion has a friendly 
and intimate atmosphere. She will 


be exclusively reserved for guests 
from the UK with £ Sterling the main 
currency on board. 

PORTS OF CALL: 

• Embark France - Marseilles 

• Italy-Sardinia 

• Greece - Katakolon 

• Greece - Corinth Canal 

• Turkey - Istanbul 

• Greece - Santorini 

• Greece - Kefalonia 

• Italy-Sicily 

• Disembark Marseilles 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Return rail travel from London St 
Pancras (Ashford/Ebbsfleet 
departures on request) or return 
flight to Marseilles 

• 11-night Full-Board cruise sharing 
a standard inside cabin - upgrades 
available 

• All transfers abroad 

*£50pp initial deposit when booked by 30 Dec, followed 
by £150pp payable by 31 January and full balance 
payable 12 weeks before departure 


Monaco Spring 
Gardens & 
Villefranche 
Citadel in 
Bloom 

Escorted Holiday by 
Rail from London, 
Ebbsfleet & Ashford 

6 days 

Quote MR4-KOS 
Was£699pp 
Now £659pp 

12 to 17 April, 2012 

Monaco and the Cote d'Azur have 
many magnificent gardens with 
species from distant lands. The 
Princess Grace Rose Garden is one 
of Monte Carlo's most visited 
attractions. Set in Fontvieille Park, 
bordered by palms and olive trees 
the rose garden is an area of calm 
and serenity where the scent of 
4,000 roses perfumes in the air. 
Join us as we visit this garden, 
Monaco's Jardin Exotique and 
more. We will also visit 
Villefranche-sur-mer 'Citadel in 
Bloom' flower show overlooking 
the Cap Ferrat peninsula. 


INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne check-in at St 
Pancras 

• Afternoon departure 

• Return rail travel from London to 
Nice (Ebbsfleet & Ashford 


departures on request) 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Paris 

• 4 nights hotel B&B in Nice 

• All garden visits 

• All transfers abroad 

*£50pp initial deposit when booked by 30 Dec, followed 
by £150pp payable by 31 January and full balance payable 
12 weeks before departure 



Mamma Mia 
Party 

For over 40s only 

Pontin's Pakefield Holiday 
Village, Suffolk Coast 

Self drive, 3 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 
Quote MP3-KOS 
£99pp 

16 to 19 March, 2012 

Join us for a party where the name 
of the game is fun. We're reviving 
the 70s & 80s when Abba reigned 


supreme and their songs were on 
everyone's lips. We have organised 
a fabulous party weekend 
featuring Mamma Mia the Movie 
and a top Abba Tribute Band 
playing live. 

INCLUDED: 

• Mamma Mia the Movie 
•Top Abba Tribute band 

• 99p Bar from 6pm to 11 pm every 
night 

• Full Entertainment & Activities 
programme 

• 3 dinners & 3 breakfasts 

• 3 nights en-suite chalet 
accommodation 


Carry on New 
Year Party in 
Leicestershire 

For over 40s only 
Bosworth Hall Hotel 
Leicestershire 

Self drive, 2 nights, half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 
Quote COI-KOS 
WAS £109pp 
SALE PRICE £99pp 

6,13,20,27 Jan & 3 Feb, 2012 


Our popular party weekends - for 
over 40s only, at Bosworth Hall 
Hotel in the village of Market 
Bosworth - have become a must- 
do annual event with guests 
returning year after year for a 
great-value weekend. 

INCLUDED: 

• 99p drinks from 5pm to 11 pm 
both nights - house beers & spir¬ 
its, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers 

• 2 nights en-suite hotel room 

• 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 

• Entertainment both nights 

• Indoor pool & gym (£4pp per day 
payable at the hotel) 


Carry on New 
Year Party 
in London 

4-star London International 
Hotel, London Docklands 

Self drive, 2 nights half 
board PLUS 99p Bar 
Quote LC1-KOS 
WAS £119pp 
SALE PRICE £109pp 

January 2 to 4,2012 

Extend the New Year celebration 
at the 4-star Britannia London 


International Hotel, situated on 
the water's edge in London 
Docklands with superb views of 
the London skyline. You will enjoy 
dinner and breakfast each day, a 
99p bar and entertainment both 
evenings. All bedrooms have an 
en suite bathroom, TV, hairdryer, 
and internet access. 

INCLUDED: 

• En-suite accommodation 

• 99p bar from 7pm to 11 pm both 
evenings for house beers & spirits, 
wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

• 2 dinners & 2 breakfasts 

• Entertainment 

• Indoor pool & gym (£4pp per day 
payable at the hotel) 
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Uncovering the isle’s 
‘amphibian’ ancestry 


By Ed Hill 

ed.hiU@archant.co.uk 

THE first book to tell the col¬ 
ourful history of Ramsgate har¬ 
bour has just been published. 

Author Michael Hunt said: 
“The last book about the har¬ 
bour was written 2 5 years ago 
and concentrated on its con¬ 
struction. My book looks at the 
bigger picture. It’s a whole his¬ 
tory of the harbour from medi¬ 
eval times to the present day.” 

Mr Hunt began writing A 
History of Ramsgate Harbour 
& Guide to its Existing Features 
when curator of the former 
Ramsgate Maritime Museum. 

He said: “It tells the story of 
the harbour right up to 2007, 
the aspirations, triumphs and 
failures of the harbour project 
and the people involved. The 
harbour has played an impor¬ 
tant role in British history. I’ve 
tried to give a sense of how sig¬ 
nificant that role has been, and 
explain the factors behind its 
development.” 

The book features the en¬ 
gineers and artisans involved 
in the harbour’s construction, 
and the politicians and mon- 
archs who influenced its devel¬ 
opment. 

Mr Hunt said: “I’ve also de¬ 
scribed the vessels that used the 
harbour, together with some of 
their more notable passengers 
and cargoes. 

“Its known from references 
that it was active as a harbour 
in Elizabethan times on a small 
scale. At that time it was just a 
small pier for fisherman. Fish¬ 
ing had been carried out in 
Thanet in conjunction with ag- 



COLOURFUL PAST: Michael 
Hunt's book tells the story of 
Ramsgate Harbour up to 2007 

riculture from very early times. 
In fact the people of Thanet 
were described as amphibian 
at the time. 

“It wasn’t until the early 
part of the 18th century that 
the harbour as we know it 
had its beginnings. The admi¬ 
ralty and the merchant trade 
were looking for a harbour of 
refuge in the south east coast. 
The Channel is a rough piece of 
water and had its fair share of 
shipwrecks.” 

In 1748 a particularly bad 
storm showed how small ships 
that could shelter behind the 
existing pier could be protected 
from the weather. 

Mr Hunt said: “There was a 
lot of toing and froing between 
Sandwich and Ramsgate about 
which port should be developed 
but in the end Ramsgate was 
chosen and plans were drawn 
up to build the harbour. 


“Civil engineering in the sea 
was in it infancy and it was 
not until the 1770s that John 
Smeaton, who had built the 
Eddystone lighthouse, was 
employed to help build the har¬ 
bour and make it a success.” 

Smeaton built a cross wall; 
an innovation that he hoped 
would mean the harbour would 
never have to be dredged. The 
idea was the inner harbour, 
which is now a marina, would 
be a pool that would fill up at 
high tide. The water would 
then be let out through sluices 
to scour the harbour and keep 
it deep enough for ships. How¬ 
ever, the idea was never a com¬ 
plete success. 

Mr Hunt’s book also explores 
Ramsgate’s involvement with 
the Cinque Ports, the part the 
harbour played in both world 
wars and its long history as a 
cross-Channel port and the fer¬ 
ries that have taken passengers 
to Europe from its shores. 

He said: “It is surprising how 
early cross-Channel routes be¬ 
gan from Ramsgate. There was a 
packet ship crossing the Channel 
in the early 19th century, but be¬ 
cause of its distance from London 
it has always lost out to Dover. 

“I hope I’ve covered the life 
of the harbour in sufficient de¬ 
tail to interest history buff and 
general reader alike. The har¬ 
bour is one of the historic and 
architectural gems of Kent. It’s 
also the only harbour in the UK 
to bear the Royal appellation.” 

A History of Ramsgate Har¬ 
bour is priced £9.99. It is avail¬ 
able from Michael’s Bookshop, 
in Ramsgate or visit www. 
MichaelsBookshop.com. 
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Opening Times 

Mon - Sun 10am - 4.30pm 

(last admission 3pm) 






Chatham Maritime 

Loliuro Uouort, MM Ail 
|=at nai - usa tritatfum Way l 


Dickens World, our exciting indoor visitor complex based around the life, books and 
times of Charles Dickens. We take you on a fascinating journey to Dickens’ World 
as you step back into authentically themed Dickensian England. 




Annual Passes now available from just £10 




BRITANNIA THEATRE EVENTS 
& Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

■jfl From Saturday 3rd December to Friday 30th December 


i wnne and the oeven uwari 

.• k £ juAw From Saturday 3rd December to Friday 30th Decembe 
M ts £12.50 • Children £9.50 (Aged 3-15 Ti ^t prices include 

Bf (School / Group Discount available) be&he^how!^ 


Hot Dog & soft Drink 

before the show! 


V-hnsfnBs 

ESrtfes . 


Christmas Party offer includes: b 

3 course Christmas banquet, 

Greatest Christmas Cabaret with movies 5( 

& musicals theme, DJ til late playing ultimate -i 

Christmas party anthems. f 

Wed 21st Dec & Thurs 22nd Dec • £44.50 per person. 


AkftU Party starts from 8pm Doors open from 7pm 

Jr*, a a Your night includes: 

Delicious curry buffet Indoor Snow Fall to the sounds of Big Ben 
™ in the Dickens World Court Yard at Mid Night 

~ J • \ , k ^ PHATRAXDISCO to entertain you until 2am 

presents all your old and new music hits with a Bounce & Boom sound system 
and an O.M.G intelligent Light & Laser show. £25.00 per person (adult only event) Event must be 
pre-booked, please call Dickens World on - 01634 890421 to make your booking. 


Join us to see in the 


at Porters Bar! 


VFARS 

Evr. 

HTWWIA 


Your night includes: 

Canapes & Bubbly in our themed Courtyard, 

4 Course New Years Eve Banquet, 

Cabaret Show - Hollywood Musicals 
Toast at Midnight including indoor snowfall, 

Casino Games, DJ until 2am. £75.00 per adult. Over 18’s only. 



ITS 


HOT CHOCOLATE 


HOT CHOCOLATE 

Friday XOth February 20X2 


Tickets 

J Us t £25 


THE VALENTINE LOVERS PARTY NIGHT - This valentines celebrate with the 
kings of love and legends from the world of disco. Performing live with 
their hits including ‘Sexy Thing’ and ‘It Started with a Kiss’ With special 
guests and your host DJ ‘The Marvelous One’. 

Venue - Britannia Theatre, Dickens World. Doors open - 7:00pm. 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


The Valentine Lovers Party Night with Hot Chocolate Performing Live - Fri 10th Feb - £25.00 
Time for Tea Music Hall Sensation - Wednesday 22nd February 2012 
£5.00 including Cream Tea, Scone & Cucumber Sandwiches 


DICKENS BICENTENARY YEAR 2012 


Celebrating Dickens - Tuesday 7th February 2012 
Dickensians Have Talent - Wednesday 8th February 2012 
Mr Fezziwigs Ball - Saturday 11th February 2012 


00E0N 






Alvin & the Chipmunks: Chipwrecked (U) 
Arthur Christmas 2D (U) 

Arthur Christmas (U) 

Don 2 2D (12A) 

Dream House (15) 

Happy Feet 2 2D (U) 


Hugo 2D (U) 

Hugo €£> (U) 
Immortals d£> (15) 
New Year’s Eve (12A) 
Puss in Boots 2D (U) 
Puss in Boots CD (U) 


Sherlock Holmes: 

A Game of Shadows (12A) 

Twilight: Breaking Dawn part 1 (12A) 
The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo 
(Digitial) (18) 

Mission Impossible 3: 

Ghost Protocol (12A) 

Odeon Kids 

The Santa Clause 3 (U 


For times and films, please call the film line on 0871 22 44 007 or visit WWW.odeon.CO.uk 



to www.dickenuworld.co.uk 


01634 890421 


DCHAIGA 
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OPINION 


Authority’s lasting legacy 


Chairman of the Kent Police Authority, Ann Barnes, reminds us how 
safe our county is, as the authority prepares itself for its final year 


I JOINED the Kent Police Au¬ 
thority in 2001, and was elect¬ 
ed as chairman in 2005. 

I, and the other members of 
the community who serve on 
the police authority, do so be¬ 
cause we are passionately com¬ 
mitted to improving policing 
in Kent and holding the police 
force to account for what they 
do and how they do it. We do 
it because we know it is criti¬ 
cally important. 

We are also the independent 
public voice, taking a whole of 
Kent approach, talking to the 
public up and down the county 
about their experiences of and 
their priorities for what is, after 
all, their police force. 

There has been considerable 
progress in policing in Kent too; 
Kent Police is one of the most 
successful police forces in the 
country, and as crime seems 
to be rising elsewhere it isn’t 
in Kent. This is because the 
Chief Constable and his team 


have a relentless focus on pur¬ 
suing criminals and keeping 
the streets safe. 

We appointed the chief, Ian 
Learmonth, in July 2010 and 
the no-nonsense approach he 
brings has turned a good police 
force into a great one. 

The context in Kent is a stark 
one of falling crime, rising 
public trust and confidence 
in the service the force deliv¬ 
ers, and the delivery of every 
efficiency and savings target 
that central government have 
required of us. Our savings 
plan, which covers four years, 
is bang on target. 

There will be elections in 
November 2012 for a sin¬ 
gle elected person to replace 
the police authority, and much 
of our work now is about 
ensuring a seamless transition 
to the new Police and Crime 
Commissioner. 

When the Kent Police Au¬ 
thority closes our doors for the 


final time we will have left an 
impressive legacy for that per¬ 
son to build upon. 

It has been interesting to 
see that some in local govern¬ 
ment have sought recently to 
criticise the work of the author¬ 
ity, whilst making no mention 
of either our success or that of 
the force. 

One individual even com¬ 
plained that we were ‘anony¬ 
mous’ and we couldn’t effec¬ 
tively do our job. 

That is not what the evi¬ 
dence says; it is not what the 
independent policing watch¬ 
dog, Her Majesty’s Inspector¬ 
ate of Constabulary has to 
say; it is not what we hear from 
the public when go out and 
speak to them (and we talked 
to over 2,500 Kent residents 
on our most recent consulta¬ 
tion campaign). 

We don’t set out to domi¬ 
nate the airwaves or garner 
personal publicity for our own 



Working 

together 

we can 

make 

policing 

in Kent 

better 


ends. The actual business of 
policing is far too important 
for that. 

We get on with the job. 
And we deliver, time and time 
again. 

If you want to criticise our 
work you are welcome to. But 
do it on the facts, and do it in 
the interests of making polic¬ 
ing better in Kent rather than 
for personal reasons. 

Up until the election we 
will continue to work hard 
for Kent, and hold the force to 
account on your behalf. 

We are always seeking to 
improve the service provided 
to the public, making polic¬ 
ing both more efficient and 
more effective. 

Give us your views, let us 
know how you think things 
can improve still further, tell 
us your experiences - good and 
bad. Working constructively 
together we make policing in 
Kent better. 


KOS COMMENT 


Why we must think 
long term on housing 

IT is only right at Christmas that we 
should think of those who have slipped 
through the cracks in society. 

According to the charity Porchlight, 
homeless figures have almost doubled 
in the last year in Kent. As a culture we 
are obsessed by the idea of owning our 
own home. Many people end up on the 
streets after unemployment and debt 
result in homes being repossessed by 
the banks. 

Is the strain and pressure we put on 
ourselves to keep paying the mortgage 
worth it? We need more diversity in 
our housing supply and a return to 
long term rental agreements that give 
people stability instead of assured 
shorthold six month tenancies. 

KCC feels the bite 

KENT County Council says it faces 
tough financial challenges in the com¬ 
ing years. It hopes to increase income 
from its own moneymaking services to 
help pay for the increasing gap in its 
budget. Yet, surely the county council 
is just as vulnerable to the effects of a 
recession as any company operating in 
the free market? 


A handy way of keeping 
up to date with Kent News 
no matter where you are 


Stay up to date with 
live breaking news 
and video streams, 
plus search for jobs, 
motors or properties 



You can download the new 
Kent News iPhone and iPad app 
for FREE from the iTunes store. 


The Future of local media 


ASCHANT ) KOS MEDIA 



The NEW ^ 

Kent BRIDE 
magazine is 

ON SALE NOW 


INSIDE: Real Life Weddings, Venues, Bridal Stores, Photographers, Florists, 

Wedding Cars, Groom Dress Hire, Wedding Cakes and so much more. 

WIN! 


£1,000 off your wedding 

£250 Wedding outfit voucher 

2 bridal bouquets up to the value of £130 each 

Anniversary weekend worth £320 

Bridal hair package worth £430 


► £350 towards your wedding cake 

* £200 towards a tiara or piece of jewellery 

» Wedding Security up to the value of £1000 

* £150 Wedding Lingerie 


newspapers • magazines • websites • mobile • iPad • e-commerce 


Kent BRIDE is on sale now at all good retail outlets 
or call 01303 817072 to order for home delivery. 

You can also order your copy online by visiting: 

www.buyamag.co.uk/kentbride 


More great wedding ideas at; www.weddingsite.co.uk 





ARCHANT > KOS MEDIA 
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Letters/emails/texts/tweets 


to deal with energy needs, it 
must take precedence over new 
forms of energy generation. 

Second; given the history of 
hydraulic fracking in the 
United States and elsewhere, 
there is no rational reason to 
take an optimistic view of this 
technique. The bans on 
hydraulic fracking in France, 
South Africa and Switzerland 
are in place as reasonable 
precautionary measures that 
the UK should follow. 

Thirdly; release of methane 
associated with fracking is a 
normal feature of this activity. 
This adds a potent greenhouse 
gas to our atmosphere. There 
is no reason to do this at all, 
given rising UK greenhouse 
gas emissions which need to be 
cut according to our own 
government and numerous 
scientific bodies. 

Finally, we can meet all our 
energy needs by a combination 
of energy efficiency and renew¬ 
able technologies as the Zero 
Carbon Britain reports have 
indicated. The available 
energy generation options are 
very varied and include: solar 
water heating, solar PV panels, 
ground source heat pumps, 
tidal and estuary mini¬ 
schemes and offshore wind 
turbines. We do not need to 
risk air or water pollution just 
to keep out of date polluting 
industries in business. 

Steve Dawe, 
Kent Green Party 

Remember a 



Divided by a 
lack of policy 

DOES Kent County Council 
leader Paul Carter purport to 
represent the whole county or 
only the bit east of Maidstone? 

Like his predecessor, Sir 
Sandy Bruce Lockhart, he 
seems to see the debate on 
the siting of a future London 
airport as something that 
concerns only the east of 
the county. Meanwhile his 
‘western’ party colleagues are 
obediently silent. 

Sir Sandy fought to scrap the 
embargo - hard won by the 
smart-thinking West Sussex 
County Council in 19 79 - on 
building a second runway at 
Gatwick before 2019. 

Mr Carter wants to ignore 
the Gatwick expansion plans, 
and the fact the majority of 
Gatwick landings involve an 
approach at low levels over a 
substantial area of Kent. 

Landing approaches over 
uninhabited water - as at 


other world airports - would 
be far more desirable than 
further expansion of Gatwick, 
planning flights to carry 30 
million passengers by 2015. 

Does Kent County Council 
have any countywide policy 
on aviation? 

I recall they published an 
expensive glossy brochure on 
their environmental policy 
about 10 years ago - with not 
one word on air travel and air 
and noise pollution. 

Bill McMillan, Cowden 

Manston’s not 
the answer, sir 

I AM writing in reply to John 
Tice’s letter ‘The answer lies 
with Manston’. 

Interestingly, the letter 
states the following comment: 
“take-off flight paths would be 
mostly over countryside”. 

However, I would like to 
point out that incoming flights 
are directly over the town of 
Ramsgate and several villages. 

Any increases in air traffic 


being just another sprawling 
mass of metal and concrete. 

Of course we can risk going 
down that path for short-term 
gain, but I suspect in 2 5 years 
future generations will wonder 
just what on earth we did to 
spoil such a beautiful county. 
Mrs J Jones, Sittingbourne 

Highway or 
Carter’s way? 

AM I the only one who remains 
mystified over Katherine 
Kerswell’s departure from 
Kent County Council? 

Not because of the pay-off 
involved - those in top 
positions do command high 
salaries and KCC must have 
agreed a severance pay struct¬ 
ure when she was employed - 
but because of what her 
departure now means. 

Paul Carter is clearly a man 
who wants to rule the county 
like no other. By watering 
down the role of the officers 
on the council, surely it simply 
means he becomes even more 


in and out of Manston would 
blight the lives of thousands of 
people. 

John Davison, Ramsgate 

Think different 
for Kent’s sake 


JUST why do we need a new 
airport at all? 

So what if we have to lose 
out on some business to those 
countries which have the 
space and facilities to expand 
their services? 

We may have to come to 
the conclusion the south east 
is overloaded with houses and 
town centres, meaning we 
have to think differently. 

Kent - or its coastline - is 
not the place for an airport. 

To build one would simply 
devastate vast areas which are 
the very essence of what make 
this county special. 

Yes, it would create lots of 
valuable jobs, but the long¬ 
term repercussions would 
mean we cease to be the 
Garden of England and end up 


powerful. And given the 
council is dominated by the 
Conservatives, that means we 
must all face being even more 
true blue than ever before. 

Which, given the amount of 
people who actually voted the 
Tories in for the last county 
elections, means we are being 
dominated now by a political 
body with apparently little 
influence from elected 
‘independent’ officers. 

K Smith, Canterbury 

Fracking the 
last solution 


IAN Taylor makes basic errors 
with regard to energy policy 
in his most recent letter (KoS, 
December 18). 

First; the primary objective 
in any sensible energy policy 
is energy conservation. 

Conservation and the 
pursuit of efficiency measures 
can reduce UK energy demand 
by 50-60 per cent according to 
some research bodies. 

Since this is the cheapest way 


loved one 


THIS Christmas, the World 
Cancer Research Fund (WCRF) 
is offering people the chance to 
remember loved ones lost to 
cancer with a Candle of Hope 
pin badge. 

The gold brooch symboli¬ 
cally lights the way to a future 
free from cancer as money 
raised from its sale funds 
essential scientific and 
education cancer prevention 
programmes. The emblem is a 
reminder of a loved one 

Scientists estimate that by 
making changes to the food we 
eat, increasing our amount of 
physical activity and main¬ 
taining a healthy weight about 
a third of the most common 
cancers could be prevented. 

To support our Candle of 
Hope appeal and receive your 
badge, please make a donation 
at www.wcrf-uk.org/candle or 
call our team on Freephone 
0800 9701461. 

Teresa Nightingale, 
general manager, WCRF 
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Your business is our business 


County strikes gold as venues 
scoop tourist-industry gongs 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

TEN Kent tourism businesses were acclaimed at 
the Beautiful South Awards For Excellence 2011 
held at Denbies Wine Estate, Surrey. 

The annual awards are now in their 21st year 
and recognise businesses and destinations across 
the tourism industry for their exceptional levels 
of customer service and dedication to raising 
standards. 

A gold award in the Best Tourism Experience 
went to Port Lympne’s Livingstone Lodge, which 
offers overnight accommodation above a water- 
hole and landscape where animals roam free. 

The lodges re-create an African safari and the 
overnight stays include top-quality food and 
guides talking about their experiences of work¬ 
ing in Africa on game reserves. 

Bob O’Connor, managing director of Howletts 
and Port Lympne Wild Animal Parks, said: “It’s 
an honour to win a gold award this year. It’s a 
credit to all the staff who work so hard to make 
this such an exceptional product. 

“Livingstone Lodge is very popular because it 
is so authentic - it’s a window to Africa, a 
wonderful experience which underlines the im¬ 
portance of conservation. 

“As you watch the wildebeest, rhino and gir- 



TOP-NOTCH: 

The Historic 
Dockyard 
Chatham took 
Large Visitor 
Attraction Of 
The Year at 
the Beautiful 
South Awards 


affe wandering past the lodge you could imagine 
that you are in the heart of Africa. ” 

Top spot in the Large Visitor Attraction Of The 
Year went to The Historic Dockyard Chatham, 
with its warships of the past and displays of 
maritime heritage. 

The Kent Conference Bureau received a silver 
award in the Business Tourism Category and 
both Thanet Visitor Information Centre and 
Gravesend Visitor Centre gained silver in the 
Tourist Information Service Of The Year award. 

The Thanet team was also highly commended 
for customer service. 


Kent Cycle Hire took silver in the Sports Tour¬ 
ism section, with Joss Bay Surf School highly 
commended. 

Shepherd Neame Visitor Centre also received 
a highly-commended notification in the Flavour 
Of The South East category, while in the sections 
on accommodation Molland House in Sandwich 
and The Hayloft cottages in Chislet, near Canter¬ 
bury, were given the same accolade. 

“We offer our congratulations to all the win¬ 
ners”, said John Williams, chairman of Tourism 
South East. 

“Our industry’s commitment to providing the 
best possible customer experience and to exceed¬ 
ing customer expectations is outstanding. 

“The award-winners have shown that they 
are truly the best in class and we look forward to 
seeing them on the national stage at the Visit 
England Awards for Excellence 2012. 

“The economic climate continues to present 
many challenges for the tourism industry - 
however, the standards achieved by our winners 
this year show their determination to provide 
their visitors and guests with memorable and 
outstanding experiences.” 

The South East is the most important region 
for tourism outside London and the industry is 
worth £12 billion a year to the local economy. 

It also supports more than 300,000 jobs. 


Invicta chamber expands its 
business into north Kent 


Taxman’s error could mean 
happy Christmas for many 


KENT Invicta Chamber of Commerce 
is expanding its area of operation after 
the British Chambers of Commerce 
awarded it the accreditation for the 
north Kent area. 

Since the end of the former Thames 
Gateway Chamber in January this year, 
which closed its operations because of 
Lack of funds, Kent Invicta has been 
working on a Low-key basis in 
Gravesham, Medway and SwaLe. 

The chamber has now set up 
an office within the Old 
Town HaLL in Gravesham 
and has employed a Local 
membership 
representative, Louisa 
FeLsted, to work with 
businesses. 

The chief executive of 
the Kent Invicta Chamber, 

Jo James, inset, said: “We 
are delighted to be formally 
recognised as the official BCC 
Accredited Chamber for the Thames 
Gateway area. 

"When accreditation is granted for a 
chamber to operate in a particular area, 
there is a process to go through. 

"It was not automatic we would get 
north Kent. For instance, when 
Southampton's chamber closed, it was 
assumed Portsmouth would take over. 
In fact, Sussex Enterprise won the 


accreditation. But I wanted to keep 
north Kent in Kent. At Invicta we Live 
and breathe business in the county and 
we are really Looking forward to getting 
things moving in January. 

"We Look forward to actively working 
with local businesses to rebuild a 
chamber network that is of benefit to 
the business community. We will be 
Looking to work with business to set up 
a Local Economic Development 
Group (EDG) to ensure the 
voice of business is truly 
represented in all areas of 
economic development. 

"We have successfully 
set up EDGs in the 
current areas that we 
operate, and they are an 
integral part of the 
representation 
framework, ensuring that 
the business voice is heard. 

"Adding the Thames Gateway 
area to our existing areas of Ashford, 
Canterbury, Maidstone and the west 
Kent area offers real opportunities for 
us, for all our members and for the 
Kent business community." 

Businesses can find out more about 
the chamber's plans and how they can 
get involved by phoning Louisa FeLsted 
on 01474 550026 or emailing Louisa@ 
kentinvictachamber.co.uk. 


THE taxman has always been blamed 
for being quicker at taking your hard- 
earned cash than he is at handing it 
back - but there may be a Christmas 
present for some businesses this year. 

Following recent news that HM 
Revenue & Customs has owned up to a 
huge raft of errors in personal tax 
calculations, another batch of refunds 
could soon be on its way to individual 
taxpayers. 

However, business experts say don't 
hold your breath if you're a business 
that has erroneously overpaid PAYE and 
NIC. 

The fact that HMRC recognises you 
have overpaid doesn't mean you'll 
necessarily get a speedy refund, 
according to Keith Utton, practice 
manager at Sidcup accountancy 
McBrides Accountants LLP. 

Litton said: "You might well get one 
of those familiar Little blue notifications 
soon after the end of the tax year if you 
have indeed made an overpayment- 
and if it's by £50 or £75, that probably 
means you didn’t offset the online filing 
incentives against your PAYE payments. 

"However, more worrying are the 
bigger errors - some of which can run 
to thousands of pounds and date back a 
number of years - which often slip 
through the net." 

Even when overpayments are picked 


up, most employers are under the 
impression that any surplus indicated 
on the Employer End of Year Return 
(P35) will automatically be refunded. 
But Utton says this is not so. 

He said: "Unless you write and 
formally request a refund, nothing will 
happen. Even when you do write, it 
could be some time before you see a 
glimmer of your money on the horizon." 

HMRC has admitted that processing 
correspondence can take up to three 
months and you will most Likely receive 
a form quoting the P35 figures and 
total receipts in the year, with a request 
that you explain how the overpayment 
occurred. 

Here is some helpful advice from 
accountancy McBrides: 

• Firstly, ensure you pay the correct tax 
and NIC to HMRC each month. This 
may seem obvious, but not offsetting 
your recoverable Statutory Maternity 
Pay or Statutory Sick Pay is the most 
common error. 

• Always keep detailed records of 
PAYE due and amounts paid to 
HMRC, with a monthly reconciliation. 

• If you do discover an error during the 
year, increase or decrease your next 
payment to put things back into Line. 

• If you discover the error after the 
year end, submit your claim for a 
refund as soon as possible. 



■ HAVE YOU GOT A BUSINESS STORY? Telephone editorial on 01303 817181 or email editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Building a career 
for our students 


Boosting potential by 
digging into the past 


A LEADING Kent housebuilder is teaming up 
with a college to help construction students 
build a new career. 

Ward Homes is teaming up with Bexley Col¬ 
lege in Belvedere, and to mark the start of the 
ongoing partnership, the developer is offering 
one student at the college an apprentice position 
at a new development, The Chase, in Longfield. 

In addition to the apprenticeship, the firm will 
be working with the college to help students 
gain valuable experience and an insight into the 
construction industry through various projects. 

Nick Fenton, managing director for Ward 
Homes, said: "At a time when young people need 
a helping hand into the world of work, we are 
pleased to be working with Bexley College and 
to offer one student a full-time position on site. 

"Practical experience is crucial in construction 
and hopefully working with the college will give 
the students a head start in their chosen career." 

Danny Rigdeway, principal of Bexley College, 
added: "Work experience and apprenticeships 
are fundamental for our students and opportuni¬ 
ties like this will help more young people get 
into the world of work." 


Royal support for 
the stonemasons 

THE Prince of Wales has renewed his patronage of 
the Cathedrals' Workshop Fellowship. 

Formed in 2006, the objectives of the CWF 
are to promote the training of stonemason ap¬ 
prenticeships in English cathedrals and beyond, 
in order to produce a mason who can think, plan 
and articulate the skills of masonry. 

A spokesman said: "Everyone involved with 
the CWF is delighted and very grateful to His 
Royal Highness for the interest he has shown." 

At Canterbury Cathedral, two stonemasonry ap¬ 
prentices enrolled on Level 4 of the CWF course, 
Jen Jordan and Sam Matthews, who has won two 
prestigious awards. It is hoped the cathedral's two 
younger stonemasonry apprentices, Lewis Bun- 
dock and Jake Wood will also progress onto the 
CWF course once they have completed their NVQ 
and City and Guilds Advanced Craft Certificate. 

To find out more contact Brigadier Peter Lyddon 
by e-mailing peter.lyddon@btinternet.com or call 
01347 811320. 


AN archaeologist from the firm 
behind Channel 4’s Time Team 
digs paid a visit to MidKent Col¬ 
lege to help unearth the experts 
of tomorrow. 

Wessex Archaeology project 
manager Mark Williams - a 
colleague of Time Team star 
Phil Harding - delivered the 
applied science department’s 
inaugural Christmas lecture at 
the Medway campus before the 
end of term. 

He spoke to staff and stu¬ 
dents about how scientists and 
archaeologists work 
together to ex¬ 
plore the secrets 
of the past, 
using tech¬ 
niques such 
as carbon 
dating. 

Mr Wil¬ 
liams also 
provided 1 
an insight I 
into some of 
the recent ex¬ 
cavations carried 
out by Wessex Ar¬ 
chaeology in Kent, includ¬ 
ing that of a medieval burial 
ground which was found at 
Springhead, near Gravesend, 
and a separate dig at Chatham 
Dockyard. 

He told the students: “We 
produce stories about what 
happened in the past. 

“We need to try to get as 
close to the truth as possible, 
so it’s all about collecting the 
evidence.” 

Wessex Archaeology, which 
has an office in Rochester, has 
worked behind the scenes on 
Time Team since the popular 
Channel 4 show first began 
in 1994. 

The firm is responsible 
for making sure all the pro¬ 
gramme’s trenches are prop¬ 
erly recorded and that a report 
is compiled at the end of a dig to 
present the results. 
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Experts like Mr Williams 
also work closely with those 
professionals tasked with car¬ 
rying out the site survey, the 
geophysical survey and the 
landscape survey, the results 
of which are all incorporated in 
the reports. 

Pamla Walker, applied sci¬ 
ence lecturer at MidKent 
College, said: “We wanted to 
introduce students to some¬ 
thing other than the lab 
and show them what other 
industries scientists can be in¬ 
volved in. 

“For example, 
scientists are 
needed in ar¬ 
chaeology to 
specialise in 
areas such 
as carbon 
dating and 
osteoar- 
y chaeology. 
There are 
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for 


so many op¬ 
tions out there, 
for them” 

MidKent College 

offers several qualifications 
in the field of applied science 
and houses a number of labo¬ 
ratories equipped to university 
degree standard. 

The college also runs higher 
education courses in applied 
chemistry (Higher National 
Diploma) and life science labo¬ 
ratory technology and bio¬ 
manufacturing (Foundation 
Degree). 

The latter course is based 
at the Kent Science Resource 
Centre, at Kent Science Park, 
Sittingbourne. 

Visit www.midkent.ac.uk for 
more information about these 
and other courses. 


ASK THE EXPERT: The Time 
Team's Mark Williams on how 
science is about so much more 
than being hidden away in a lab 




Exciting 

throughout Kent now 
Get ahead 


Call freephone: 

0800 7314297 

email: 

keytrainingservices@kent.gov.uk 
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• Accounting and Finance 

• Entertainment 

• Maintenance 

• Sales 

• Admin, Secretarial, PA 

• Environment 

• Management and Business 

• Science and Pharmaceutical 

• Agriculture/Horticulture 

• Fashion, Hair, Beauty 

• Manufacture, Production 

• Shipping and Offshore 

• Architects, Surveyors 

• Health and Safety 

• Marketing and PR 

• Skilled Trades 

• Banking and Insurance 

• HM Forces and Defence 

• Mechanical/Engineering 

• Sports and Fitness 

• Call Centres 

• Hospitality and Catering 

• Media, Creative, Design 

• Transport and Delivery 

• Cleaning and Domestic 

• Human Resources 

• Medical and Carers 

• Travel and Tourism 

• Construction 

• IT, Telecoms 

• Public Sector 

• Veterinary/Animal Services 

• Customer Services 

• Law Enforcement/Security 

• Recruitment 

• Voluntary Work 

• Education and Teaching 

• Legal 

• Retail 

• Warehousing and Logistics 




SC Support & 
Care Services 
Ltd 


We provide a high quality person centred 
community support service to promote 
independent living and activities for people with 
various needs in West Kent and Medway 


Team Co-ordinator REQUIRED: All aspects of 
day-to-day running in an office and of the staff 
team including rota cover, staff supervisions, 
annual appraisal and meetings. 

On-call when needed. Computer literate, flexi 
working. Mileage and travel allowance given. 
Good rate of pay. 


Essential: Management qualification in care and 
managerial experience working in the 
community or in a care home. Car and Mobile. 
Have worked with people with learning 
disabilities. 


Please call: 01732 875888 


. • 
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The Spencer Wing is an independently owned and managed private hospital. We have a 4 bed unit 
at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford and a 22 bed unit situated on the QEQM Hospital site. 
The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

Physiotherapy Manager 

Full time 

To manage our Physiotherapy Department and maintain clinical skills with our in-patient and 
out-patient activity, primarily at Margate but across both sites. 

Six or more years post graduate experience and previous management experience preferred. 
Closing date for applications 20th January 2012 
To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 
Lynn Orrin, Hospital Manager - 01843 234554 


For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Wing, QEQM Hospital, 
Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 
'OH E-mail: jo.edwards@thespencerwing.com 


sm 


The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
This position is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check • 
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The future of local media 

Be part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 

Account Manager Field Based (x2) 


Archant KOS Media are looking to recruit 
highly driven, confident, self motivated 
team players to work on our portfolio of 
products which consist of newspapers, 
magazines and digital platforms, you will 
need to be able to work under pressure to 
deadlines and targets. 

Working with an existing client base where 
customer service is paramount, you must 
also be able to search out new business to 
develop and grow your territory revenues 
and opportunities. You will be building long 
lasting relationships with organisations 
throughout Kent. 


Ideally you will be from a sales or 
marketing background and have the 
drive, tenacity and determination to 
succeed. Basic knowledge of computer 
systems is required. 

We offer a company car, excellent basic 
salary plus a generous bonus scheme, 
ongoing training and career development, 
five weeks annual leave, contributory 
pension and life assurance scheme and all 
the benefits of working for a large media 
organisation. A full driving licence is 
essential. 


Put Your Hand Up 
And Volunteer For 
Home-Start Thanet 

Use your skills and experience as a parent by 
supporting another parent who is finding life 
difficult at present. 

We offer initial and on-going training to our 
volunteers. It is FREE with out of pocket 
expenses reimbursed. For giving just a few 
hours a week, you will get so much back! 

The next course starts Tuesday 21 st February 
2012 and runs during school hours for 10 
sessions (every Tuesday and Thursday). 

CALL NOW on 01843 866344 to book a place 
or for further information. 


Nicholas James Care Homes Ltd 
Unique Help 

30 Station Road, Orpington 
Tel: 01689 826566 

Deputy Manager (Registered Nurse) 
positions in the Canterbury area 
Haydon-Mayer Nursing Home, 

Harbledown Lodge Nursing Home 
Experienced RGNs also required in both homes. 
Dementia care experiences an advantage 
but not essential as training provided. 

For an informal discussion please contact: 

Eileen Laherty, Group Manager 
Mobile: 07970051698 


Community Nursing Care 
Agency are now recruiting 

Male & Female for 
specialist 1-1 community 
team supporting children 
and adults in the 
community with complex needs 

Must have experience in working with people using 
the principles of positive behaviours support 

For more information or to send your 
details please contact Zoe 

zoe@communitynursingcareagency.co.uk 

01233 619530 
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Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter in the first instance to: 

Ynez Coton 

Advertising Director, Archant KOS Media 
Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS 
or email ynez.coton@archant.co.uk 
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Public Sector 


You can also find the latest jobs online: WWW.jobs24.CO.uk/kent 


KOSMEDIA 


Telephone: 01303 817040 Fax: 01303 817004 Email: appointments@kosmedia.co.uk Online: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 


PUBLIC/ COMMUNITY APPOINT 


RECRUITMENT 


where service, 
safety and savings 
come as standard 


teachers from only £ 155 +vat 


01622 623114 


www.recruitmentsense.com 
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>ISJNQ ASPIRATIONS - DEVELOPING SKILLS - OEUVERING QUALITY 


We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly qualified, 
experienced and motivated teams, many of whom have come 
from industry. We offer our students the best learning and 
training experience and we have the following vacancy available: 

SKILLS PRACTITIONER/CATERING TECHNICIAN 

25 hours per week, 37 weeks worked a year 
Salary: £9,198 - £10,869 

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension 
and 23 days paid holiday. 

To provide Learning/Technical support to staff and students within 
the Division and to undertake assessment and quality assurance 
duties as required by the College and awarding bodies. 

Closing date: 3 January 2012 

Interview date: 16 January 2012 

For further details and to apply online please visit our website 
www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 'Vacancies'. 

Alternatively contact the FIR Office, Thanet College, Ramsgate Road, 
Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 1PN or telephone our application line 
for an application pack on (01843) 605052 


Promoting Equality 
Preventing Discrimination 
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Thanet 

COl.I.IGt 

RAIS NO ASPIRATIONS - DCVCLOPINO SKILLS - OLUVLRING QUAL'TY 


We are seeking outstanding individuals to join our highly qualified, 
experienced and motivated teams, many of whom have come 
from industry. We offer our students the best learning and 
training experience and we have the following vacancy available: 

MIS MANAGER 

37 hours per week, all year 
Salary: £33,917 - £38,358 

Benefits include: Final salary contributory pension and 36 days holiday. 

The successful applicant will be required to: 

• Work with the Director of MIS in support of the strategic direction of 
management information systems. 

• Maintain and develop robust processes and procedures which both meet 
the requirements of internal users and ensure that returns to the funding 
agencies and other external bodies are timely and accurate. 

• Provide a high level of service and support to all users of the College MIS, 
working closely with other members of the Registry Team and IT Services 
as required. 

• Work across the College to ensure that there is integration, regulation and 
management of college MIS. 

• Line manage the staff within the Registry Team. 

Closing date: 3 January 2012 
Interview Date: 12 January 2012 
For further details and to apply online please visit our website www.thanet.ac.uk and click on 
'Vacancies'. Alternatively contact the HR Office, Thanet College, Ramsgate Road, Broadstairs, 
Kent, CT10 1PN or telephone our application line for an application pack on (01843) 605052 

Promoting Equality 
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HIGHWAYS - District of Canterbury 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(BIFRONS HILL, BEKESBOURNE WITH PATRIXBOURNE) 
(40 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

ORDER 2011 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
acting as the local authority and in exercise of their 
powers under sections 84 (1) and (2) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, hereby makes the following Order: 

1. No person shall drive any motorvehicle at a speed 
exceeding 40 miles per hour on the lengths of road 
specified in the Schedule. 

2. The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply for the 
interpretation of this Order as it applies for the 
interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

3. This Order shall come into operation on the 28th 
day of December 2011 and may be cited as “The 
Kent County Council (Bifrons Hill, Bekesbourne with 
Patrixbourne) (40 mph Speed Limit) Order 2011”. 


Schedule 

(40 mph Speed Limit) 


Bifrons Hill, 
Bekesbourne with 
Patrixbourne 


From a point 70 metres north west 
of the junction with Station Road to 
its junction with Town Hill and in 
Town Hill from its junction with 
Bifrons Hill to its junction with High 
Street, Bridge. 


Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by the 
proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing to 
make the Order may be examined on Mondays to 
Fridays at Sessions House, Maidstone ME14 1XQ, 
between 8.30am and 5.00pm and at Canterbury City 
Council, Council Offices, Military Road, Canterbury 
during normal opening times. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make 
application to the High Court for this purpose 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(CANTERBURY ROAD, HERNE) (50 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

ORDER 2011 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
acting as the local authority and in exercise of their 
powers under sections 84 (1) and (2) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, hereby makes the following Order: 

3. No person shall drive any motorvehicle at a speed 
exceeding 50 miles per hour on the lengths of road 
specified in the Schedule. 

4. The Interpretation Act 1978 shall apply for the 
interpretation of this Order as it applies for the 
interpretation of an Act of Parliament. 

3. This Order shall come into operation on the 28th 
day of December 2011 and may be cited as “The 
Kent County Council (Canterbury Road, Herne) (50 
mph Speed Limit) Order 2011”. 

Schedule 

(50 mph Speed Limit) 

Canterbury Road, From a point 10 metres south of the 
Herne junction with Bragg’s Lane to 

appoint 270 metres north of the 
junction with Sweechgate. 


Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by the 
proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing to 
make the Order may be examined on Mondays to 
Fridays at Sessions House, Maidstone ME14 1XQ, 
between 8.30am and 5.00pm and at Canterbury City 
Council, Council Offices, Military Road, Canterbury 
during normal opening times. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make 
application to the High Court for this purpose 


MILL LANE, BRIDGE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of works to provide a new electricity supply, 

Kent County Council intends to make an Order 

prohibiting through traffic on Mill Lane, Bridge, on or 

after 9 January 2012 for up to 2 weeks or until the works 

V 


have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of the junction 
with Western Avenue. 

The alternative route is via Union Road, Saxon Road and 
Western Avenue. 


STODMARSH ROAD, CANTERBURY 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of repairs to a collapsed sewer, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Stodmarsh Road, Canterbury, on or after 9 
January 2012 for an estimated period of up to 3 weeks 
or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of ‘Robins’ 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Littlebourne Road and Moat Lane. 

The alternative route is via A257 Littlebourne Road, St 
Martin’s Hill, Longport, Lower Chantry Lane, St George’s 
Place, A28 Lower Bridge Street, Broad Street, Military 
Road, Tourtel Road, Sturry Road, Mill Road, Water Lane, 
Fordwich Road, King Street, High Street and Moat Lane. 
Any vehicles over 6’ 6” wide should use A257 
Littlebourne Road, Canterbury Road, The Hill, Jubilee 
Road, Court Hill, Elbridge Hill and Stodmarsh Road, due 
to the width restriction at Fordwich. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(VARIOUS ROADS, BOYDEN GATE) 

(30 MPH SPEED LIMIT) 

(AMENDMENT NO 1) 

ORDER 2011 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
acting as the local authority and in exercise of their 
powers under sections 84 (1) and (2) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling powers, 
and after consultation with the chief officer of police in 
accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the said Act of 
1984, hereby makes the following Order: 

1. “THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (Various Roads, 
Boyden Gate) (3omph Speed Limit) Order 2006” 
shall have effect as though: 

2. The following items to be inserted in the First 
Schedule in the correct alphabetical sequence: 

3. This Order may be cited as “THE KENT COUNTY 
COUNCIL (Various Roads, Boyden Gate) (30 mph 
Speed Limit) (Amendment No 1) Order 2011” and 
shall come into operation on the 28th day of 
December 2011. 


Lengths of road in the Canterbury District 
in the County of Kent 


Boyden Gate Hill 

The existing item to be deleted and 
replaced with the following: 

Boyden Gate Hill 

From its junction with North Stream 
in a north-westerly direction to its 
junction with Highstead Lane. 

Chapel Lane 

From its junction with Highstead 
Lane for a distance of 100 metres 
in an easterly direction. 

Church Lane 

The existing item to be deleted and 
replaced with the following: 

Church Lane 

From its junction with North Stream 
to its junction with Chitty Lane. 

Highstead Lane 

From its junction with Boyden Gate 
Hill to a point 525 metres east of 
the junction of Highstead Lane and 
Ford Hill. 


Full details are contained in the Order which, together 
with the relevant plans, any Orders amended by the 
proposals and a statement of reasons for proposing to 
make the Order may be examined on Mondays to 
Fridays at Sessions House, Maidstone ME14 1XQ, 
between 8.30am and 5.00pm and at Canterbury City 
Council, Council Offices, Military Road, Canterbury 
during normal opening times. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order 
or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant 
enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder 
have not been complied with may within 6 weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make 
application to the High Court for this purpose 


HIGHWAYS - District of Dover 


HAMILTON ROAD, DEAL & STATION ROAD, WALMER 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
To enable Network Rail to carry out structural and safety 
inspections of railway bridges, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Hamilton Road, Deal 81 Station Road, Walmer, on or 
after 11 January 2012 as shown below. 

HAMILTON ROAD, DEAL will be closed from Wednesday 


11 January 2012 at 10.00 pm until Thursday 12 January 
2012 at 6.00 am 

The alternative route is via Mill Road, Park Avenue, 
Gilford Road, A258 Victoria Road, The Strand, Dover 
Road and Cornwall Road. 

STATION ROAD, WALMER will be closed from Thursday 

12 January 2012 at 10.00 pm until Friday 13 January 
2012 at 6.00 am. 

The alternative route is via Sydney Road, St Richard’s 
Road, and Court Road. 

Each road will be closed in the vicinity of the railway 
bridge. 


NORTHBOURNE LANE, FINGLESHAM 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of carriageway repairs, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

Northbourne Lane, Finglesham, on or after 11 January 

2012 for up to 2 days or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed between Ham Lane and 
Finglesham Road. 

The alternative route is via Ham Lane, West Street Farm 
Road and Northbourne Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Maidstone 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(QUEEN ANNE ROAD, MAIDSTONE) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

(SUSPENSION OF ONE WAY ORDER) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Queen Anne Road outside of number 
8 on or after Sunday 15th January 2012 for a period of 
up to 1 day or until such works are complete. The One 
Way Order on Queen Anne Road between Brooks Place 
and Union Street will be suspended to allow for access. 
The alternative route is via Brooks Place, Albion Place. 
Southern Water Services apologise for any 
inconvenience caused by these essential works that are 
necessary to replace manhole covers and frames. 
Should you require any further information about these 
works, the contact is Laura Carlisle on 01403 282848. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Sevenoaks 


ASHGROVE ROAD SEVENOAKS - (TEMPORARY 
PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 
Ashgrove Road, Sevenoaks at its junction with 
Burntwood Road. 

The Order will become effective on 09 January 2012 and 
will be in operation and remain valid for a maximum 
period of 18 months; the works are planned to 
commence on 09 January 2012 and last 1 week. These 
restrictions will be effective when the appropriate 
signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Weald Road, Windmill Road, Oak Lane, Ashgrove 
Road. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate road 
excavation for a sewer connection. 


CHART LANE, BRASTED (TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF 

TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2011 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 

danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 

near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 

make an Order restricting the use by vehicular traffic on 

Chart Lane, Brasted between Emmetts Road and A25 

High Street. 

The Order will become effective on 08 January 2012, will 
be in operation and remain valid for a maximum period 


- \ 

of 18 months; the works are planned to commence 09 
January 2012 and last 4 days. These restrictions will be 
effective when the appropriate signage is in place. 

The alternative route for the above restriction will be 
via: Emmetts Road, New Road, A25 High Street. 

The purpose of the closure is to facilitate electrical 
maintenance. 


HARTFIELD ROAD, EDENBRIDGE (30MPH SPEED 
RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Notice is hereby given that owing to the likelihood of 
danger to the public whilst works are carried out on or 
near the highway the Kent County Council intends to 
make an order prohibiting the use by vehicular traffic 
travelling at any speed greater than 3omph on Hartfield 
Road, Edenbridge between Lyden Lane and Hever Lane. 
The Order will become effective on 9th January 2012, 
will be in operation and remain valid for use when 
required for a maximum period of 18 months; the works 
are planned to last 6 weeks. These restrictions will be 
effective when the appropriate signage is in place. 

The purpose of the restriction is to create a safe working 
area. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Shepway 


MELON LANE, IVYCHURCH (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of water mains relacement works, Kent County 

Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 

traffic on Melon Lane, Ivychurch, on or after 9 January 

2012 for up to 5 weeks or until the works have been 

completed. 

The road will be closed for its entire length. 

The alternative route is via Ashford Road and 
Newchurch Lane. 


VARIOUS ROADS, FOLKESTONE 

(SANDGATE ROAD AREA) (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of sewer repairs, Kent County Council intends 

to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on various 

roads, Folkestone at their junctions with Sandgate 

Road, on or after 9 January 2012 for up to 2 weeks or 

until the works have been completed. 

WESTBOURNE GARDENS 

Both junctions with Sandgate Road will be closed from 

9 January 2012 for up to 3 days 

The east junction with Sandgate Road will remain 

closed on 12,13 8116 January 

The alternative route is via Grimston Avenue and 

Westbourne Gardens 

EARL’S AVENUE will be closed at the junction with 
Sandgate Road between 12 January and 20 January, 
except at the weekend. 

The alternative route is via Sandgate Road, Castle Hill 
Avenue and Shorncliffe Road 
TRINITY GARDENS will be closed at the junction with 
Sandgate Road from 23 January to 27 January 
The alternative route is via Sandgate Road, Earl’s 
Avenue and Bouverie Road West 


HIGHWAYS - District of Swale 


DUNKIRK ROAD SOUTH, BOUGHTON UNDER BLEAN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to re-build a culvert, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Order prohibiting through 
traffic on Dunkirk Road South, Boughton under Blean, 
on or after 12 January 2012 for up to 2 weeks or until the 
works have been completed. 

The closure will be in place between 8.00 am and 4.00 
pm each day with the road re-opened outside these 
hours. 

The road will be closed in the vicinity of Chrislocks Wood. 
There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with between Dunkirk Road South and 
Horselees Road. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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The alternative route is via Woodsend Road and South 
Street (Horselees Road). 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of Woodsend Road 
will be suspended. 


SOUTH STREET, QUEENBOROUGH 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent 

County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 

through traffic on South Street, Queenborough, on or 

after 9 January 2012 for up to 8 weeks or until the works 

have been completed. 

The road will be closed between West Street and High 
Street. 

The alternative route is via West Street, North Road and 
High Street. 


HIGHWAYS - District of Thanet & Dover 


(OLD) A256 RAMSGATE ROAD, SANDWICH 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
Because of works to complete surfacing and 
roadmarkings to tie in with the existing road, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on the (Old) A256 Ramsgate Road, 
Sandwich, as shown below. 

The planned closure times are on the evenings of 13,14 
and 16 January 2012 from 8.00 pm until 6.00 am each 
night, with the road re-opened outside these hours. 

The road will be closed from the new Ebbsfleet 
Roundabout near Richborough to the junction with 
Ebbsfleet Lane. 

The alternative route is from Ebbsfleet Roundabout via 
the new A256 Richborough Way and new A299 Hengist 
Way to the Lord of the Manor Roundabout. 


YORK STREET, BROADSTAIRS 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Because of electricity cable repairs, Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 

York Street, Broadstairs, on or after 9 January 2012 for 

up to 5 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed between the junctions with 
Charlotte Street and Chandos Road. 

The alternative route is via Charlotte Street, High Street, 
Belvedere Road and Dundonald Road. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of York Street will 
be suspended between the junctions with Chandos 
Road and Dundonald Road to allow access. 

V _ 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tonbridge & Mailing 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(A20 LONDON ROAD, AYLESFORD) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC TURNING RIGHT) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting traffic turning right 

into Hermitage Lane on or after Sunday 15th January 

2012 for a period of up to 1 day or until such works are 

complete. 

The alternative route is via A20 London Road eastbound 
to the Coldharbour Roundabout and return westbound 
on A20 London Road. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary for 
carriageway patching. Should you require any further 
information about these works, the contact is Jez Massy 
on 08458 247 800. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(BASTED LANE, PLATT, PLOUGH HILL, PLAXTOL, 

MILL LANE, BOROUGH GREEN) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 

through traffic on Basted Lane, Plough Hill, Mill Lane on 

or after Monday 9th January 2012 for a period of up to 5 

days or until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via Thong Lane, Quarry Hill 
Road, Maidstone Road, Crouch Lane, Long Mill Lane. 

BT Openreach apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary for cabling 
works. Should you require any further information about 
these works, the contact is Mandy Richardson on 0370 
0500792. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(MILL STREET, LEVEL CROSSING, SNODLAND) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 

through traffic on Mill Street at the level crossing on or 

after Wednesday 11th January 2012 between 22.3ohrs 

and o6.3ohrs for a period of up to 1 night or until such 

works are complete. 


Network Rail apologise for any inconvenience caused by 
these essential works that are necessary for tamping at 
the level crossing due to a track fault. Should you 
require any further information about these works, the 
contact is Emma Orsborne on 01924 372957. 


information about these works, the contact is Jez Massy 




on 08458 247 800. 


HIGHWAYS - Borough of Tunbridge Wells 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(OLD HADLOW ROAD, TONBRIDGE) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 

AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 

(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 

proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 

intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 

through traffic on Old Hadlow Road outside 46 to Stair 

Road on or after Monday 9th January 2012 for a period 

of up to 5 weeks or until such works are complete. 

The alternative route is via Old Hadlow Road, Cornwallis 
Avenue. 

Southern Water Services apologise for any 
inconvenience caused by these essential works that are 
necessary to upsize the existing sewer and rebuild a 
manhole. Should you require any further information 
about these works, the contact is Alan Skipper on 01273 
663650. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
(PILGRIMS WAY, AYLESFORD) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Pilgrims Way on the eastbound 
carriageway of the dual carriageway from the start of 
dualing to Rochester Road on or after Sunday 15th 
January 2012 for a period of up to 1 day or until such 
works are complete. 

The alternative route is via Bull Lane, High Street, 
Rochester Road. 

KCC Highways apologise for any inconvenience caused 
by these essential works that are necessary for 
carriageway patching. Should you require any further 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (SANDROCK ROAD & ST 
JAMES’ ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS) 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) (SUSPENSION OF ONE WAY 
ORDER & NO RIGHT TURN RESTRICTION) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2012 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 
NOTICE is hereby given that because works are 
proposed to be carried out the Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting the use by 
through traffic on Sandrock Road between the junctions 
of Ferndale and Lansdowne Road and on St James’ Road 
between Sandrock Road to Beulah Road on or after 
Monday 9th January 2012 for a period of up to 22 days 
or until such works are complete. The one way order on 
Beulah Road between St James’ Road and Granville 
Road will be suspended and the no right turn restriction 
from Garden Road into Camden Road will be suspended 
whilst the works take place. 

The alternative route is via Lansdowne Road, Garden 
Road, Camden Road, Albion Road, King George V Hill, 
Hilbert Road, Ferndale. 

Southern Water Services apologise for any 
inconvenience caused by these essential works that are 
necessary to install a new manhole and connections. 
Should you require any further information about these 
works please call Southern Water on 08458 278 0845. 


John Burr 

Director Kent Highways 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME141XQ Dated 25th December 2011 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 08458 247 800 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 



| To place your notice here call the Kent Public Notice team on 01303 817044 



BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS 


Including family announcements in partnership with the Kent registration service 

To register Births, Marriages and Deaths contact the Kent registration service on 0845 824 7400 

For advertising announcement enquiries telephone Kent on Sunday 01303 817150 


BIRTHS 

BLIGHT 

Ami and Simon Blight of 
Whitstable are pleased to 
announce the births of 
Sophie Alexandra and 
Alice Elizabeth on 25th 
November 2011. Two new 
sisters for Evelyn. 

CHEESE / MACINNES 

Charlotte and Duncan 


celebrate the birth of their 
son Jack James Maclnnes 
on 15th November 2011, 
weighing 81bs 13oz 

HAWKES 

Fabian James William 
born on 14th November 
2011 weighing 71b 2oz, 

Son to Alan and Jenette, 
Brother to Alisia. 

MARTIN 

Lee and Tani are proud to 


announce the birth of 
their beautiful baby 
daughter Zara Kaur 
Martin born 26th 
November 2011 at Darent 
Valley Hospital. A baby 
sister for Nathan xx 

DEATHS 

BOARD 

Pat passed away 10th 
December 2011. Funeral 


on 21st december 2011 
12.00 pm. St John The 
Baptist Church Church 
Road Sutton at Hone 

BRUCE 

Yvonne Vilma Veronica 
Bruce passed away 
peacefully on 4th 
December 2011. Funeral 
at Emmanuel Pentecostal 
Church, Dartford on 22nd 
December 2011 at 


11.00am. Flowers to 
Levertons Funeral 
Service. 

FINN 

June Finn died peacefully 
on December 5th 2011, 
reunited with Wilf. 
Memorial service at St 
Lukes, Maidstone January 
6th 2012 at 2pm. 

SKINNER 

John H Skinner of 


Ramsgate died peacefully 
on November 28th 2011. 
Funeral service at Thanet 
Crematorium at 12 pm on 
15th December 2011 

VINE 

Ken Vine (Buffs) passed 
away 7th December 2011. 
A great dad and best mate 
and devoted Gampy to his 
grandaughter Anna. He 
shall be missed by all who 
met him. 
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Planning applications 



CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 


-\ 

To place your 

notice here, call the 
Kent Public Notice 


CA//11 /00343/FUL: 17A and 19 Hollow Street, Chislet, CT3 4DS Retention of No 19 Hollow Street as a non-residential communication respite 
centre and retention of No 17 Hollow Street as a farm shop, both with associated parking Applicant: Gate Lodge Foundation 
Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/01848/FUL: Hatch Cottage, Church Lane, Chislet, CT3 4EB Conversion of garage to ancillary living accommodation and installation of 
dormer window in rear roof slope. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Halfacre Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/01883/FUL: 37 Douglas Road, Herne Bay, CT6 6AF Single-storey side extension. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Crow 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/01939/FUL: Heymar, Whitstable Road, Herne Bay, CT6 8BL Change of use of land to a touring caravan and camp site including the 
erection of associated buildings and formation of internal access road. Applicant: Heymar Leisure Reason: Major development. 

CA//11/01941/LB: The Old Sessions House, Longport, Canterbury, CT1 1QU Replacement roof. Applicant: Canterbury Christ Church 

Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//11/01956/FUL: Blean Village Hall, 2-4 School Lane, Blean Extension and alteration of village hall and provision of additional parking area. 
Applicant: Blean Village Hall Management Committee Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/02051/FUL: 86 Regent Street, Whitstable, CT5 1JQ Replacement of timber sliding sash windows to front of dwelling to upvc. 
Applicant: Mr B F Rigden Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/02075/TPO: Moat House, Rough Common Road, Rough Common, Harbledown, CT2 9DY Fell one Oak tree and reduce Ash tree 
subject of TPO No 4 of 1992. Applicant: Mr T Abbott Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//11/02081/FUL: The Thatched Barn, Catt’s Wood Road, Lower Hardres, CT4 5PG Porch to front of dwelling. Applicant: Mr Blatchford 

Reason: Affects the setting of a listed building. 

Any representations should be sent in writing to the Head of Planning and Regeneration, Canterbury City Council, Military Road, Canterbury 
CT1 1YW or e-mailed to development.control@canterbury.gov.uk to arrive on or before Monday 16 January 2012. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at: www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 


team on 

01303 

817044 


Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 23 December 2011 


Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

11/03620/HOUSE Little Crit Cranbrook Road, Benenden 

- Children’s play den (retrospective) (LB) 

11/03657/FUL Unit 2 Hartley Dyke Business Centre, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Change of use from B 1 (Kitchen showroom) to D 1 (Day Care Centre) (LB) 

11/03665/HOUSE Wentworth Cottage Rye Road, Hawkhurst 

- Rearrangement internally including replacement of window with door on west elevation, and 
door with full height window on south elevation, removal of garage door and replacement with 
window, two conservation rooflights to rear (LB) 

11/03667/LBC Wentworth Cottage Rye Road, Hawkhurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Rearrangement internally including replacement of window with door 
on west elevation, and door with full height window on south elevation, removal of garage door 
and replacement with window, two conservation rooflights to rear (LB) 

11/03683/HOUSE Tuttys Sand Road, Lamberhurst 

- Demolition of existing side double garage, rear single-storey extension and front entrance 
porch; Construction of two-storey rear extension, side double garage with rooms over, front stair 
enclosure and side loggia (PROW) (CA) 

11/03710/FULMJ Notcutts Garden Centre Tonbridge Road, Pembury 

- Use of land for Pembury hospital staff parking for a temporary period (MAJOR) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of Way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by e-mail to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for 
inspection, placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish 
signatures, telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

Jim Kehoe 

Head of Planning Services 
Town Hall Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 24 December 2011 


THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/ 10 / 1391 /S - 7- 8, ST HELENS COTTAGES, ST HELENS LANE, WEST FARLEIGH, MAIDSTONE, KENT, 
ME 15 OJZ - Change of use of land from agriculture to a mixed use for a camp site, fishing and the 
keeping of horses. Reason: 6 

MA/ 11 / 0880 /S MULLION COURT, LINTON HILL, LINTON, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 4AP - Erection of a 
two storey detached dwelling with detached garage outbuilding. Reason: 2 
MA/ 11 / 1832 /N 4, OAK CROFT, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4GF - Erection of a part two 
storey part single storey rear/side extension and erection of a detached garage. Reason: 2 
MA/ 11 / 2071 /S - THE SOMERFIELD HOSPITAL, 63, LONDON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 ODU - 
Planning application for alterations to the existing outbuilding to provide a permanent MRI facility, 
including new external doors, windows, flue and external freestanding ventilation condenser. Reason: 1 
MA/ 11 / 2072 /S - THE SOMERFIELD HOSPITAL, 63, LONDON ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 ODU - 
Listed Building consent for alterations to the existing outbuilding to provide a permanent MRI facility, 
including new external doors, windows, flue and external freestanding ventilation condenser. Reason: 3 
MA/11 / 2078 /S - 64, TONBRIDGE ROAD, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME16 8SE - Change of use of building from 
single dwellinghouse to house in multiple occupancy (maximum number of bedrooms 8). Reason: 1 

Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

6 - Application is Major Development. 

Copies of applications listed may be seen at Maidstone Gateway, Maidstone during office hours (Monday 
to Wednesday 8.30am to 5.30pm, Thursday 8.30am to 7pm, Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm and Saturday 
9am to 1pm). Any representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 8 th January 2012 , 
quoting the application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 25th December 2011 
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Inside every 
great dame 
there’s a very 
funny man 

SEE PAGE 31 



STYLISH 

TRAVEL 

Steam through the 
countryside with an 
all-day rover ticket 

SEE PAGE 35 


Kent Weekend 



Tiger feat 


Festive treats provide 
special challenge for 
the residents 
of Howletts 

I SEE PAGE 34 


plus: Eatery serves up some old school 80s style - food and drink p33 
Making room for new homes is great fun for one former pupil - property 
p38 Stylish Kia drives itself forward in the Mondeo sector - driving p39 
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8 th -31 st December 

HIM 
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18 Instruments \ 

6 Actors \ 

Lots of Family Fun! 


[ ANfSSI 

mW\ 


TICKETS from £10 0845 130 1786 & 01227 787 787 
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Crete fc 

by Kate Edgar & Colin Wakefield 

* \ 



CONY] 


Fever 

Pitch 


An Evening with 
Andy Kershaw 
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Just Pearl 

with ijliette Kaplan 
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Merry 

Widow 


www.theatreroyalmarg 
0845 130 1786 






























www.kentnews.co.uk 


week ending December 25, 20111 31 


THE INTERVIEW 


Charles Burden 


There is nothing 


like a dame 

Joe Bill finds out more about Life as the big woman of pantomime 



T HE pantomime dame is a British 
institution in the same way that 
cups of tea and brown sauce on a 
bacon sandwich have ingrained 
themselves into our society. 

In fact, men playing women 
dates back as far as Shakespearean times, when 
it was illegal for women to appear on stage. 

There are many such dames who appear 
alongside fading celebrities in the back-end of 
nowhere, wishing that pantomime season 
would continue all year round. Very few of 
them are ever remembered. 

But Charles Burden is not one of those. For 
more than 40 years, he has sauntered up and 
down theatre boards providing comedy, 
entertainment and festive magic to generations. 

Burden is at the Assembly Hall Theatre in 
Tunbridge Wells for this winter’s panto, 

Sleeping Beauty, flanking EastEnders’ Glynis 
Barber, but for years he was part of a famous 
double act. 

Alongside the late Maurice Moran, Charles 
Burden became showbusiness royalty, sharing 
stages with the legendary Morecambe and 
Wise, Arthur Askey, Jim Davidson, Ted Rogers 
and many more. But it was the true British 
panto that brought them to the stage and keeps 
Burden there four decades on. 

He said: “As a traditional form of British 
theatre, I was always interested in pantomime. I 
became half of a double act called Burden & 
Moran for 35 years. We specialised as the Ugly 
Sisters for the pantomime season and continued 
doing so. The rest of the year we presented a 
comedy illusion act working clubs and theatres. 

“I still love pantomime. Every year I look 
forward to the buzz while you’re waiting for the 
curtain to rise... listening to the reaction of the 
children in the audience as the show starts and 
working out what costumes to wear.” 

Now the disclosure of age is a dame’s 
prerogative, but in truth length of experience 
provides the best insight into a life on stage. 

He said: “I always use the five Ps. Proper 
Preparation Prevents Poor Performance. I make 
sure everything is in the right place before the 
pantomime starts. Shoes, wigs, costumes all in 
order ready for the dresser. With 12 costume 
changes, you cannot make any mistakes. 

“It’s just like putting a suit on to go to the 


office, but a bit more glamorous than your 
average office-wear. The costumes are the tools 
of the trade and although they are outrageous, 
glamorous and downright silly, it all goes to 
make for the fun of the pantomime.” 

Sadly, Moran passed away in 1994, leaving 
his long-time stage partner to continue 
entertaining the public. 


“My favourite pantomime memory has to be 
when I was doing Sisters with my stage partner 
at the famous City Varieties Theatre in Leeds,” 
said Burden. 

“Channel 4 decided to do a one-hour 
documentary about our career. It was great fun 
and we managed to do the whole hour in one 
take. That’s unknown in television comedy. 


“Every pantomime season brings with it lots 
of memories, places you visit and people you 
meet, and it’s always nice to meet up with 
artists you’ve worked with before.” 

For someone who has done countless shows 
and played countless roles, Burden has a very 
clear opinion on which is the best character and 
who was best at playing it. 

He said: “My favourite pantomime villain has 
to be Abanazar in Aladdin. Usually the baddie is 
completely over the top and gets to do his own 
thing. The dame and Abanazar get to do lots of 
business together, which adds to the fun. My 
choice of favourite actors playing baddies? 
Alfred Marks was one of the best Abanazars and 
Victor Spinetti the best King Rat.” 

Both pantomime and its audiences have 
transformed in the last 40 years, but Burden 
embraces the new technology and new jokes 
that are a part of modern stage performances. 

He said: “Pantomime has changed over the 
years. When I first started, transformation 
scenes were the talking point of the show. 

“The first-half finale would have four or five 
changes of scenery. Trapdoors were used, but a 
lot of modern theatres have omitted them from 
their designs, losing a bit of theatre magic.” 

But sets today still revolve and change before 
your eyes and create theatre magic. 

“A lot of filmed projection is used, some of it 
in 3D. Another thing that has changed is the 
male principal boy, not as traditionally played 
by a long-legged girl, much to the 
disappointment of the daddies in the audience.” 

Burden plays Nanny Glucose in Sleeping 
Beauty and will be drawing on his wealth of 
experience to get the festive audiences firing. 

He said: “Each pantomime has its own 
audience participation part. When I’m playing 
Widow Twankey, every time I sneeze, the 
audience shouts ‘Use your hanky Twankey’. In 
Sleeping Beauty there is audience participation 
planned, but I’m not giving away any secrets.” 

• Sleeping Beauty is at the Assembly Hall 
Theatre, Tunbridge Wells, until Tuesday, 
January 2. Tickets are available at www. 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk or at the box 
office on 01892 530613. 
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Live the dream 

at BEAUTIFUL 




FovrK 


Experience the difference 


Brand new luxury 
, holiday homes available 


Call 


01843 823207 


07815 823207 

www.bradgatepark.co.uk 


from just £25,000 

Pre-owned Twins from only £40,000 
Pre-owned homes from only 
£5,000 inc. site fees. 

Situated 2 miles from Broadstairs and walking 
distance to Westwood Cross Shopping Centre. 

We are a quiet family-run park 
with heated pool gym, launderette 
and bar/restaurant. 


Wifi Broadband available. 


Sorry, not suitable for children. 
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FOOD & DRINK 


Flavours of Kent 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Retro eatery is a nice place to dine 
but it won’t get you into a twitter 


ONCE upon a time, there was a sleepy little 
seaside town whose eating-out options were 
straightforward. 

There were the obligatory seafood outlets and 
a small helping of the other staple of English 
cuisine, the curry house. But then, over the last 
decade or so, its fortunes picked up and with an 
explosion of interest came a boom in eateries. 

For Birdies it represented something of a chal¬ 
lenge. A stalwart on the popular Harbour Street 
since the 1980s, it opted to remain steadfast in 
its offering, but having once arguably held the 
crown of the town’s finest food outlet, it has been 
a little surpassed by the newcomers. 

Yet, while the quality of food may have been 
eclipsed, it continues to fulfil a vital role. Not 
only is it the only place offering a touch of French 
cuisine, but the fact it is part of the fabric of the 
town means it carries more clout than most. 

And it remains a compelling proposition in a 
crowded market. On a chilly Friday night it is 
a gloriously warm and welcoming venue, the 
background music drowned by the purr of chat. 

The restaurant is something of a blast from the 
past compared with the new kids on the block, its 
walls lined with framed photographs and nick- 
nacks, a spirit bottle behind the bar shaped like 
the Eiffel Tower... Tables are tightly packed - too 
close in some cases - and the staff are swift. 


RESTAURANT REVIEW 



The lighting is just right and the clientele’s age 
perhaps says much. There’s barely a person in 
there under the age of 40. It’s not the place to be 
seen, but it offers a comfortable environment. 

It’s not designer gourmet - the portions are 
generous and some of the subtleties of taste are 
perhaps a little lacking. But you will emerge hav¬ 
ing been well fed and enjoyed that all-important 
‘good experience’; an ingredient so many eater¬ 
ies forget amid the pomp and ceremony. 

However, there is scope for improvement - 
especially as the prices verge on the high. 

The mussels starter (£5.25) in wine-and- 
cream sauce was nice - a word that sums up the 


food - yet lacked sparkle. The other starter was 
warm bacon and avocado (£5), a sprawling dish 
sat on a bed of salad. The bacon was packed with 
taste and crunch, but the avocado was a little hard 
and without that creamy taste of a riper fruit. 

And while the main courses are a little expen¬ 
sive, lobster for £15 is far from extravagant, the 
portion generous and the sauce rich yet delicate. 
The chicken stuffed with prunes and in a mus¬ 
tard sauce (£14) was a touch over-cooked but 
remained moist and more than generous. 

Dessert brought a creme brulee that lacked the 
consistency of the best, while the crepe suzette 
(both £4.95) was so sweet that it should have 
come with a warning for any visiting diabetics. 

All of which makes it sound a little under¬ 
whelming. But food is only one part of the 
eating-out jigsaw and Birdies deserves a special 
place in Whitstable’s hall of fame. 

It’s not cutting-edge, but then it doesn’t pre¬ 
tend to be. Its food isn’t stunning, but it is tasty. 

A nice bottle of a New Zealand Sauv-ignon 
Blanc (£19.95) contributed to a total bill of £70 
for two... a decent deal. Don’t overlook it. 

Chris Thomson 


■ Birdies, 41 Harbour Street, 
Whitstable CT5 1AH 
Telephone: 01227 265 337 


FARMERS’ MARKETS 


HEADCORN: Now in it's fourth year, it opens 
every second Saturday from 9.30am to 
12.30pm in the village hall, providing quality, 
local produce and locally-made goods. 


BRIDGE: The market at the Red Lion pub, on 
the second and fourth Saturdays of the month, 
gives shoppers the opportunity to buy high- 
quality, nutritious, fresh local food and drink. 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS: Located in the historic 
Pantiles, this market revives the tradition of 
an open-air market held centuries ago on the 
first and third Saturdays between 9am and 
2pm. 


HYTHE: Established in March 2004, the 
farmers' market is now located in the 
Methodist church hall between Chapel Street 
and Prospect Road and is open on the second 
and fourth Saturdays, from 10am to noon. 


GRAVESEND: The market in high street is open 
between 10am and 2pm on the second Friday 
of each month. It started in October 2007, 
supported by Gravesham Borough Council. 


ELHAM: The market is held on the second and 
fourth Sundays of the month in the courtyard 
of the Rose And Crown pub, from 10am to 
noon. It offers a selection of locally-produced 
fruit and vegetables, eggs, cheese, meat, game, 
bread, cakes and pies, honey, jams and wine. 


■ For more information on farmers’ markets around the 
county, visit www.farmersmarkets.org.uk 




The old fire station Portland Road, Hythe, Kent CT21 6EG 

01303 268100 
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Come in for a FREE, No Obligation consultation with our Bariatric 
Nurse Specialist. To make an appointment ring: 01843 234555 
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QUALITY WITHOUT COMPROMISE 




! • Highly Commended by 

Chanel Business Award 2007 
• Nominated Best Nepalese in 
the Country - Cobra Curry 
Award 2007 

1 • Winner of Pride in Shepway 
Award 2008 


Taking bookings for Christmas: 
Office parties & large groups 
welcome 


EXPRESS HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

97 Enbrook Valley, Golden Valley, Folkstone 

01303 257700 

www.gurkhapalace.co.uk 


OUR GASTRIC BANDING SURGERY STARTS 
AT JUST £5,900!! 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE www.kentnews.co.uk 


If you would like more information ring: 

01843 234247 or visit our website: www.thespencerwing.com 
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KENT ATTRACTIONS 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 



Roxy Music and 
Squeeze legend 

Paul holds key 

The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Saturday, January 12 
01322 220000 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


ONE of the most recognised 
names in the music business, 
Paul Carrack is heading back 
to Kent as part of his 2012 
tour. 

As a former member of both 


Squeeze and Roxy Music, 
Carrack rose to prominence as 
a top keyboard- and piano- 
player and was drafted in to 
write songs with a number of 
top bands. 

His list of musical 
collaborations include Mike 
And The Mechanics, Genesis, 
Nick Lowe, The Pretenders, 

The Smiths, Eric Clapton, Elton 
John and The Eagles. 

One of Carrack’s most 
memorable songs was 
Tempted, which he performed 
during his time with Squeeze 
and still remains a firm 
favourite with the fans. 


The Beat goes 
on by the quay 

Ska stompers 

The East Quay, Whitstable 

Friday, March 9 
Tickets £15 
www.whitlive.co.uk 


SKA heavyweights, The Beat 
are the next big band to be an¬ 
nounced for a gig at the East 
Quay in Whitstable. 

Incredibly, it was The Beat's 
first album that spawned the 


hits Tears of a Clown, Mirror 
in The Bathroom despite a 
further three platinum selling 
albums. 

The 2tone speicalists have 
built a fantastic live reputa¬ 
tion across the world,having 
returned to the live stage in 
2003 with a sell out at The 
Royal Festival Hall. 

The Beat promises Whitlive 
a night of Ska classics and 
stomping. Tickets are £15 and 
available online from www. 
wegottickets.com, and from 
Gatefield Sounds, Whitstable 
and Gatefield Sounds, High 
Street, Herne Bay. 



A cut above 
UK stint for a 
Hair highlight 

Churchill Theatre, Bromley 

Tickets on sale now 
08448 717620 

www.ambassadortickets.com 


FRESH from a sell-out 
European arena tour, the hit 
production of 60s musical Hair 
heads to Bromley next year. 
The show features Pop Idol 
star Gareth Gates, singer 
Zoe Birkett and actress Amy 
Diamond. 

Hair will be playing at the 
Churchill Theatre from Monday 
to Saturday, April 16-21. 

Based in 1960s New York, Hair 
is based on a group of people 
coming together to fight for 
peace, love and freedom. 

The show also has a highly 
recognisable soundtrack 
featuring such classic songs as 
Aquarius, Let The Sunshine In 
and the infectious title track, 
Hair. 

Appearing recently as Marius 
in Les Miserables in the 
West End, Gates takes on 
the leading role of Claude, 
alongside fellow Pop Idol 
finalist Birkett. 



The animal challenge 

Tasty treats inside... 

Howletts Wild Animal Park, Bekesbourne 

Open from 10am-4pm 
0844 8424647 
www.aspinallfoundation.org 


ANIMALS at Howletts Wild Animal Park got 
into the spirit of Christmas when they were 
treated to festive gifts filled with tasty treats. 
Animal director Neil Spooner said: "Enrichment 
is an excellent way of keeping our animals alert 
and challenged. 

"The presents were perfect as the animals had 
to work out how to retrieve the treats inside. 
Enrichment can be as simple as providing 
different sensory experiences such as textures 
and smells, feeding a variety of foods, or 
providing opportunities to climb or dig." 

With Christmas approaching, the tigers and lion¬ 
tailed macaques were given presents stuffed 
with treats suitable for their diets. 


ploomer# 3Xe£taurant 

Cosy, intimate , candlelit , romantic 



15-16 The Overcliffe, Gravesend DA11 OEF 


www.ovcrcliffehotel.com 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 




homesA.co.uk 

your local property portal 

Find your dream home 
wherever you are. 



Take homes24 on the move with its new iPhone app. 
Find thousands of properties and enjoy its exclusive search 
and home value tools instantly, wherever you are. 


Download the 
new app today! 




Karting 

for ages 4-16 
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www.buckmore.co.uk 
Tel: 01634 661617 
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STAGE & ARTS 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 


Think outside 
the box... 

Art showcase 

Maidstone TV Studios 

Until Wednesday, February 29 
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm 
www.francisknight.co.uk 


A NEW gallery has 
opened at Maidstone TV 
studios, showcasing the 
work of regional artists. 
Working in association with 
FrancisKnight, an independent 
contemporary arts practice 
based at the studios, the 
gallery will showcase a cross- 
section of established and 
emerging artists over a rolling 
three-month programme. 

The first exhibition is Traces, by 
Cas Flolmes, a local artist with 
a national reputation. 

Geoff Miles, of Maidstone 
Studios, said: "We are delighted 
to be showing Cas Flolmes's 
work. Her artwork has 
transformed the space and we 
are looking forward to a future 
programme of exhibitions 
working with FrancisKnight." 
Flolmes is trained in fine art 
and uses both painting and 
mixed-media textiles. See 
www.francisknight.co.uk. 



Fans will be 
all shook up 

Elvis tribute 

The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

Friday, January 13 
01322 220000 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk 


LEE Memphis King presents 
the ultimate tribute to the king 
of rock'n'roll, Elvis Presley, 
celebrating the entire career 
of this musical legend. 

The show will take you from 


the 1950s rock'n'roll heyday 
to Elvis's return to performing 
with the 68 comeback special 
to a rousing expo of Elvis's 
years performing in Vegas. 
King is accompanied 
throughout by his top backing 
singers and orchestra, bringing 
the music of a legend back to 
life. 

The show also features large- 
screen projection and has 10 
years of experience behind it. 
Prepare to be enthralled by an 
amazing musical journey and 
spend one more night with the 
closest thing to Elvis fans can 
get. Tickets are on sale now. 


Travel in style 

Classic steam- 
train journeys 

Tenterden and Bodiam 

December 28 to January 02 
01580 765155 
www.kesr.org.uk 


TFIE Kent & East Sussex 
Railway in Tenterden is 
offering a great-value day 
out to visitors looking to hop 
aboard a nostalgic steam- 
train ride from Tenterden to 


Bodiam and back. 

The all-day hop-on, hop-off 
Rover ticket allows unlimited 
travel along the full 10-mile 
antique railway. 

Customers can stop off to 
explore at any station along 
the picturesque journey and 
take in some of the decorated 
high streets at each. 
Tenterden Town station has 
a licensed restaurant and 
car-parking, while there are 
also special carriages for the 
disabled and elderly with wide 
aisles and ramped access 
meaning it is a great day out 
for the whole family. 




Traditional pantomime 

Prince of Thieves lives 


Memorial Theatre, Broadstairs 

Saturday and Sunday, January 14-15 
0845 2626263 

info@sarahthorne-theatreclub.co.uk 


MILLERS Amateur Dramatic Society explores 
one of our best-loved legends in this year's 
pantomime, Robin Hood. 

This hysterically funny epic will have all you 
need to start New Year with a smile. A headless 
ghost, a panto cow and a talent contest are all 
included in this wacky pantomime written by 
director Rod Dexter. 

Will the Sheriff of Nottingham succeed in his 
plan to kidnap Maid Marian? How many pies will 
Friar Tuck eat? Find out the answers to these 
questions with a very traditional stage show. 
Performances are on Saturday, January 14, at 
2.30pm and 7.30pm, and Sunday, January 15, at 
2.30pm. Tickets are £7.50 adults, £5 children. 



New Holidayhome... 
New Lifestyle... 

New Location... 

New Romney 
Caravan Park 


Make Your 
Dreams 
A Reality 

Experience an award 
winning secluded family 
run park set in the 
glorious Kent countryside 
where everyday is a new 
experience 

Luxurious holiday 
homes available 
from £6995 


BE PART 

of YOUR 

COMMUNITY 



Advertise here 
Call 01303 817150 
www.kentnews 
.co.uk 
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EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS 


To be included on this page, please email 

features@kosmedia.co.uk 



Will Young pops by 

Songs in the forest 

Bedgebury Pinetum, near Tunbridge Wells 

Saturday, June 23, 2012 
Phone 03000 680400 
www.forestry.gov.uk/music 


HOT off the back of a sold-out UK tour and 
No 1 album, Will Young has announced a tour 
of the nation’s forests next year as part of 
Forestry Commission Live Music. 

The singer will be playing Bedgebury Pinetum 
and Forest on Saturday, June 23. 

In the 10 years since winning Pop Idol, Young 
has sold more than nine million records and 
crafted some of the deftest British music of his 
era. A succession of hits including Leave Right 
Now, Light My Fire, All Time Love and Changes 
from albums like From Now On, Friday's Child 
and Keep On has ensured a chart presence 
across the decade. 

Tickets cost £35 and are on sale now. 


Jimbo’s back 
Want to see a 
real legend? 

Winter Gardens, 

Margate 

01843 292795 

www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 


COMEDIAN Jim Davidson is 
hitting the road with his 
Legend Tour and tickets are 
on sale now for his gig at the 
Winter Gardens in Margate on 
Friday, May 4, next year. 


The former Big Break and 
Generation Game presenter 
brings his show to Kent and is 
sure to be as uncompromising 
and near the knuckle as ever. 
One of the UK's most 
recognisable stand-ups, 
Davidson has been at the 
centre of controversy with his 
appearances and comments on 
celebrity cheffing reality show 
Hell's Kitchen and is renowned 
for saying exactly what he 
wants when he wants. 

Tickets cost £20, although an 
early-bird deal is available for 
£16 if tickets are bought before 
January 31, 2012. 




Magic, laughs 
and sing-song 

El Baldinho 

Tom Tumb Theatre, 
Cliftonville 

Mon to Wed, December 19-21 
01843 221791 


THE Magical El Baldiniho, 
fresh from his sold-out 
performances at the 
Canterbury Festival, makes a 
seasonal return to the Tom 
Thumb Theatre to perform six 


exclusive children's magic 
shows this Christmas. 

EL Baldiniho's Christmas Magic 
Show features Santa's missing 
elf, a busybody cleaner who 
hates Christmas and, of course, 
the handsome hero himself. 
The one-hour shows, suitable 
for children of all ages, will 
feature his usual brand of 
magic and comedy, with 
Christmas sing-along, too. 

EL Baldiniho will be at the Tom 
Thumb Theatre at 2pm and 
4pm on December 19,20 and 21. 
Tickets cost £3 for children 
and £5 adults; email tickets@ 
tomthumbtheatre.co.uk. 


Festive twist 
to city’s tales 

Spin on history 

Canterbury Tales, Canterbury 

Until Tuesday, January 3 
01227 784600 
www.canterburytales.co.uk 


THE Wife of Bath is puckering 
up under the mistletoe 
as part of an alternative 
pilgrimage being offered at 
the Canterbury Tales visitor 
attraction this Christmas. 
Visitors en route from the 
Tabard Inn in London to 
Canterbury to visit Thomas 
Becket's tomb will be 
challenged to complete a 
Christmas-themed word 
search using visual and audio 
clues located in the various 
Medieval streets. 

Everyone who successfully 
completes the word search 
will receive a small tasty treat 
and be entered into a prize 
draw to win family tickets 
to The Canterbury Tales' 
five award-winning sister 
attractions, including Kent Life. 
The Christmas Trail through 
the Canterbury Tales will run 
through the seasonal holiday 
until Tuesday, January 3. 


Say it with a PhotoBook this Christmas 

The perfect keep sake as well as a gift idea 



PhotoBooks start 
from just £6.99 

It’s quick, it’s easy and it’s a great way 
to produce a digitally printed photo 
album as a gift for Christmas. 

Making your photo book is so simple. 

From taking that picture on your camera 
or phone, uploading it onto your computer, 
to creating and ordering your PhotoBooks 
online, it couldn’t be easier. 

Just download the FREE PhotoBook 
creator software and upload your photos, 
then click to create your PhotoBook. You 
can tailor make your own colour schemes 
and create “different” shaped photo frames 
and sized books, all within the PhotoBook 
creator window. 

Visit our website to find out how to use and 
make your own PhotoBook 

archant| 

yourPhotoBooks.co.uk 

CAPTURE A MOMENT 

y 

1C 



ALL YOUR PHOTOBOOK ORDERS 
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Kent at your service 


To Advertise (*%) Email us at classified@kosmedia.co.uk y&T) Telephone us on 01303 817150 (M) Fax us on 01303 817001 


CARPENTRY 


Caroentru & General Maintenance 


LOFT SERVICES 


PLANNING AND DESIGN 


REMOVALS 


• Doors hung • Sheds built 

• Renovation • Gates Mode 

• Kitchens/Bedrooms fitted 

No job too small 

40 years experienced professional 
0 reliable and trustworthy local tradesman 

• FR€€ Estimates 

• FR€€ Advice 

J€FF FOREMAN 

01795 876379 
07810 245990 



DOUBLE GLAZING 



ELECTRICAL 



GENERAL BUILDING 



PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

• Windows • Building • Electrical • Gas 
• Drainage • Carpentry • Plumbing • 

• External Work • 

SPECIAL RATES FOR SENIOR CITIZENS 

Call for a FREE quote 01795 844789 
8am-8pm 7 DAYS A WEEK 


HANDYMAN 


<^we Loc<3/ 
Handyman 





Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 


HIGHVIEW 

LOFT CONVERSION 
SPECIALIST 

• Quality • Reliability 
• Economy for over 25 years 

Design & 
planning 
Service 
if required. 


Numerous 
references 
available 
upon request 


For a friendly free Survey & Quotation 

Tel: 01 795 522733 

E-Mail 

highviewloft@hotmail.co.uk 




'WANTED 1»U: 


£ CASH £ 
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PLANT & TOOL 



Mini Diggers 


Heaters from 

£$30 


Mini Diggers 
fro/n £g£ 0 0 

all prices subject to V.A. T 


01227 250051 
01795 423505 
01634 540027 
01622 320039 


NIGEL SANDS 

- Planning & Building Regulations sought 

- New Homes - Residential Extensions 

- Loft Conversions - FREE initial Consultation 

Contact 

01795 425950 


PLUMBING 


G 


KF Heating 


YOUR LOCAL COMPANY 

Boiler upgrades, repairs, servicing 
& new installations 

Complete Central Heating Systems' 

No problem too big or too small 

FREE CALL OUT • FREE QUOTE 

Call 07792200363 


PLUMBING 


TJ 


Plumbing & 
Heating Services 



► Service and installation 

* Replacement and repair 

► Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

► Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 
Landlords Certificate £60 
Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 


01795 475391 *07912 940875 


PET SERVICES 


Pets Holiday Home 

Jf 

Boarding for Dogs & Cats 

Small, friendly, family concern. 
Professional one-to-one care. 

24 hour supervision. 

Extra large heated chalets 
for cats in quiet position. 

Dogs have large heated kennels 
with secure exercise area. 
(50m x 25m) where they can run 
leed free, safe and secure. 
Medication administered if needed. 
Collection and delivery available. 
We also offer house sitting, 
refs available. 

Open all year. 


01622 745438 Maidstone 
Mob: 07944 070355 


umrriAn 
WMmm, 

No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour service 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 



SWIFTY 

ROOFLINE SERVICES 

Specialist in: 

uPVC Fascias Soffits & Guttering 
Bargeboards & Cladding 
Repointing 
Minor Roof Repairs 

Cleaned, Repaired, Maintained 
New installation 





Tel: 01892 822 256 
0208 123 1634 

WWW.SWIFTYSERVICES.CO.UK 



SKINNER’S SHEDS LTD 

Head Office Meld Road Bexhill East Sussex TIM39 5JP 

www.skinner-sheds.co.uk 


LOG CABINS 


•AKILIlMjn 

Canterbury Road, 

Herne Common, Kent CT6 7LT 

01227 - 370985 

Montefiore Avenue, 
Ramsgate, Kent cm 8 BW 

01843 - 592954 

Main Road, Sundridge 
Sevenoaks, Kent 

01959 - 569259 

Maidstone Road, Paddock 
Wood Kent TNI 2 6QJ 

01892-838186 

Ham Street Village, 

Nr Brenzett, 

Nr Ashford 

01233 - 731044 

Garden Centre 

Canterbury Rd, Ashford 
Kent TN 24 9 JZ 

01233 - 628841 

Station Road, Southfleet, 
Gravesend, Kent DA 13 9 PA 

01474-537719 

ftNTCJPCN 

Appledore Road, Reading 
Street, Nr Tenterden TN 30 7 HT 

01233 - 758047 


FREE 100 % PRESSURE TREATMENT 
FREE DELIVERY - FREE ERECTION 
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HOMES 


To read this and other property , ^ - ...or smartphone users 

stories visit our property bLog @ nOrn©SET.CO*Uk can scan this QR code 


Troy Town names site 
after first constable 

JONES Homes has acquired a residential 
development site in the heart of Rochester's 
Troy Town and is working on plans to create a 
collection of two-bedroom apartments and 
three- and four-bedroom houses. 

The site, formerly occupied by the police, will 
be named Ruxton Square after Kent's first chief 
constable, John Henry Hay Ruxton. 

Sara Stanhope, sales and marketing director for 
Jones Homes Southern, said: "We have already 
received numerous enquiries regarding this 
development. This site is ideally located within 
easy reach of Rochester high street and the 
homes will be built to our exacting standards." 



ANGELA HIRST 

-CHARTERED SURVEYORS- 



SMEETH 

£950 PCM AVAILABLE NOW U/F 

Detached bungalow offering 4/5 
bedrooms, large lounge with open fire, 
dining area, large utility, gas fired central 
heating, double glazing plus oil fired 
Aga within kitchen. Externally there are 
gardens and off road parking. 



BEECH, BARHAM 
£1,750 PCM AVAILABLE NOW U/F 

Substantial Grade II Listed detached 
property, offering 4 reception rooms, 

5 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. Outside, 
good sized lawned gardens, off road 
parking, plus car port. (No Internet 
connection available). 


HAMSTREET 

£1,400 PCM AVAILABLE NOW U/F 

A modern and spacious detached 
property in a village location offering 4 
bedrooms, 3 reception rooms and 2 
bathrooms. This property also benefits 
from gardens, double garage and off 
road parking. 


RICS 


0845 521 1980 
www.angela-hirst.com 


Councillor flying high after 
demolishing his old school 


By Nick Ames 

nick.ames@archant.co.uk 

JEREMY Kite, chairman of Longfield and New 
Barn Parish Council, was given an opportunity 
by developer Ward Homes that most people 
can only dream of - he took part in the demolit¬ 
ion of his old school building on Main Road in 
Longfield. 

A former pupil at Axton Chase School, Cllr 
Kite was helped to bulldoze one of the classrooms 
at his old school, which is being removed to make 
way for new homes. 

Nearby Longfield Academy, opened in 2008, 
is a £2 5 million state-of-the-art secondary school 
and replaces the previous rundown school. 

Ward Homes is expected to be launching the 
new homes at The Chase in the new year. 

Cllr Kite said: “I thoroughly enjoyed knocking 
down part of my old school and wish to thank 
Ward Homes for allowing me to take part in the 
demolition. It must be any schoolboy’s dream. 

“Longfield Academy now has a brilliant new 
facility just down the road from the old site at the 
former Axton Chase School. 

“It is great to see the rundown building demol¬ 
ished to make way for a fantastic new school and 
some much-needed new housing.” 

Ward Homes is recycling 9 5 per cent of the old 
materials from the school building and reusing it 
during the building process. 

Much of the waste from the old school build- 



TEAMWORK: Jeremy Kite and Ward Homes staff 

ing will be used in the creation of new roads on 
the site or sorted and sent away to recycling 
centres. 

Nick Fenton, managing director for Ward 
Homes, said: “We take our recycling policy very 
seriously and will make every effort to ensure 
that everything that can be re-used is. 

“Even our site office here at The Chase is made 
from one of the former classrooms. 

“We have worked closely with the community 
in Longfield over the last few years and were 
happy to accommodate Cllr Kite when he re¬ 
quested to be part of the old-school demolition.” 

On schedule to launch in the new year, the 
development on Main Road will comprise 104 
four- and five-bedroom family homes. 

Prices will start from £399,995. 
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If you re buying or renting, make sure you visit homes24 today. With more properties, 
exclusive tools and features, homes24 will help you find your next local home. 


MAKE SURE YOU’VE CHECKED 


homesA.co.uk 

your local property portal 


IN PRINT 
ONLINE 
ON MOBILE 
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Volkswagen 
is moving 
on Up! with 
launch of its 
new baby 



Lexus new- 
generation 
GS is all set 
to dominate 
its sector 



carsforkent.co.uk 



HIGH HOPES: 

Kia's new 
Optima has 
already won a 
raft of awards 
across the 
Atlantic 


Kia aims to truly optimise 
style in the Mondeo sector 


By Sam Davison 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

WE’VE heard it before: “Kia makes an 
assault on the Ford Mondeo sector”, or words 
to that effect. 

Sadly, the car picked to go to war was a 
generation too early - the final incarnation of 
the Magentis (2006-2010) was frumpy to look 
at, dull to drive and not particularly cost- 
effective for fleet operators once depreciation 
came into play. 

But we now know that you can’t keep this 
ambitious Korean marque down for long and, 
building on a succession of excellent new 
generation models like the Ceed and the latest 
Picanto, Rio and Sportage, an all-new Mondeo- 
basher arrives early in 2012. 

And Kia has chosen a great name to replace 
the somewhat tarnished Magentis moniker - 
called the Optima, the new car both underlines 
high hopes Kia has for the car as well as what 
customers want to see. 

It has already won design awards and been a 
success in the USA - which may be one reason 
why it is several months late arriving here. 

Priced from around £19,000 and with Kia’s 
unique seven-year/100,000-mile warranty, it 
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Price: 

from £19,000- 

£25,000 

(estimated) 

* 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★ 


Image: 

★★★★ 


Space: 

★★★★ 


Value: 

★★★★★ 


Running costs: 

n/a 


Reliability: 

★★★★★ 


How green?: 

★★★★ 


Best rival: 

Vauxhall Insignia 


will launch with a lively yet economical 
134bhp 1.7-litre diesel, though a 168bhp 2.0- 
litre petrol is tipped to arrive in early summer. 

The jury’s out on whether UK drivers will 
later be offered the innovative petrol-electric 
hybrid that would be unique in its sector, 
being larger than the Toyota Prius or Honda 
Insight hybrids. 

Like the latest version of the Sportage SUV, 
the Optima should sell well on looks. It’s longer, 
sits lower and wider and looks far more stylish 
than most rivals - VW, for instance, made a 
mistake by simply warming over the previous 
Passat to create the latest model. 

The Ford Mondeo itself is also starting to look 
long in the tooth, leaving the Vauxhall Insignia 
as the Kia’s only credible mainstream rival on 
the styling front. 

The sleek design is no accident; it takes time 
to design a car and to create a template for a 
range of models, but Kia’s design chief Peter 
Schreyer - the man lauded for creating the 
original Audi TT - has now had time for his 
influence to show across the brand’s revitalised 
line-up. 

Kia interiors have also leapt in quality and 
design, as we will report soon in a road test of 
the Rio supermini. 


More than just 
a makeover for 
popular Mazda3 


THERE’S more than meets 
the eye about the revitalised 
Mazda3 now arriving in 
showrooms. 

The Japanese marque's 
best seller (£14,995- 
23,395) has had some nips 
and tucks for sure - notably 
to the front end - but the 
real surgery is beneath the 
skin where a good driver's 
car has evolved into an 
excellent one. 

Mazda says this has 
been achieved by revising 
underfloor reinforcement 
to boost rigidity, stability 
and composure, and cut 
road noise. 

The dampers have also 
been tweaked to cope with 
increasingly poor UK road 
surfaces, benefiting both 
comfort and driving 
precision, with the 
steering system also 
getting an upgrade. 

Combined, this makes the 
Mazda3 feel like a car from 
the class above, which has 
been the market perception 
for a while anyway despite 
the keen pricing. It even 
came first in the latest 
German JD Power 
customer satisfaction 


survey, beating that nation’s 
own perceived quality 
champion, the VW Golf. 

This appreciation can only 
get better as the Japanese 
marque pays more 
attention to cabin fixtures 
and fittings: facelift interior 
cosmetics include a higher 
quality dashboard with 
easier visibility. 

With a strong claim to 
being Japan’s sporting 
brand, Mazda has also 
extracted more from the 
new look Mazda3's 
powertrains and added an 
all-new and more sensible 
1.6-litre petrol auto model - 
replacing a thirsty 2.0-litre. 

The pick continues to be 
the 1.6-litre diesel though. A 
lightweight unit with 
115PS/113bhp on tap, it 
blends decent performance 
with excellent economy and 
tax efficiency and has a 
smooth six-speed gearbox. 

It makes it harder to laud 
the flagship 2.2-litre diesel- 
available with 185PS or 
150PS - which feels heavier 
and less flexible, though its 
easy and economical 
motorway cruising will 
tempt high mileage users. 
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What are 
winter tyres? 

Winter tyres are specially 
designed to grip in the ice 
and snow. They're perfect 
for the depths of a British 
winter, European skiing 
trips, or countries where 
it's law to use them. 
Narrower than normal 
road tyres, winter tyres 
can be fitted on to a new 
or used set of steel or 
alloy wheels. You fit the 
winter wheels and tyres 
to your vehicle in the 
winter and change back to 
your normal wheels in the 
summer. 


Why should I fit 
winter tyres? 

You don't have to use 
winter tyres by law in the 
UK, but you do in certain 
European countries. For 
icy and snowy conditions 
winter tyres are far safer - 
they give far more grip 
than the wider rubber 
your vehicle comes with. 
Winter tyres will keep you 
moving when your normal 
tyres will be skidding and 
sliding. Kerbing your 
wheels will be a thing of 
the past. 


Will they fit 
my vehicle? 

Yes. We stock winter tyre 
and wheel sets for all 
makes of Family Hatch - 
Saloon - Sports Car - MPV 
4x4 & Commercial. We are 
highly knowledgeable on 
recommended downsizing 
to any vehicle. 

All of our packages follow 
manufactures 
recommendations and 
databases used world 
wide by tyre and wheel 
manufactures and 
suppliers 


matiaa mm a am 


www.b4itiyaUoys.co.uk 

37 Mill Road Sturry CT20AR - 01227 713886 
37A Newington Road Ramsgate CT126EJ - 01843 595584 


HQ ©W RflQJKSGa ™LULL UGOtl^ 

Winter wheel and tyre sets start from £250 







Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 


CarsforKent.co.uk 


The smart way to find a car in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 


ADVANTAGE 

NISSAN 

0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

ran 3 years 

l LOW COST SERVICING 


3 YEARS NISSAN 
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 


ADVANCED FEATURES 
AS STANDARD 


X-TRAIL 2.0 dCi ACENTA 

£ 25,780 


SHIFT_the way you move 




PATHFINDER 2.5 dCi TEKNA 

FROM £35,160 

• ALL MODE 4x4® 

• 2.5 dCi engine with 190HP/450 Nm 

• Nissan Connect Premium HDD Sat 
Nav and Music Centre 

• Leather upholstery 


NAVARA 2.5 dCi ACENTA K/CAB 

FROM £21,735 

• 17" Alloy wheels 

• Side steps 

• Dual zone climate control 

• C-Channel load anchorage system 



Book a test drive today 

Baileys Canterbury 

Westminster Road, Canterbury CT1 1YY 
Tel: 0844 858 4108 

www.baileys.nissan.co.uk 

Opening hours 9.00-5.30 Monday to Friday, 9.00-5.30 Saturday and 10.00-4.00 Sunday 


Fuel economy figures for the X-TRAIL 2.0 dCi ACENTA 5 DOOR mpg (L/IOOkm). Urban - 36.2 (7.8), Extra Urban - 51.4 (5.5), Combined - 44.1 (6.4), CO 2 emissions 168 g/km. 
PATHFINDER 2.5 dCi TEKNA 5 DOOR Urban - 26.2 (10.8), Extra Urban - 38.7 (73), Combined - 33.2 (8.5), CO 2 emissions 224 g/km. NAVARA 2.5 dCi ACENTA K/CAB 2 DOOR 
Urban - 26.4 (10.7), Extra Urban - 39.2 (7.2), Combined - 33.2 (8.5), CO 2 emissions 224 g/km. 

Offers valid until 31 December 2011 at participating dealers only. Finance is available subject to status on eligible new vehicles in the UK. 0% Offer available on Hire Purchase only. Guarantees and Indemnities may be required. Finance provided by RCI Financial Services Limited, PO Box 149, Watford 
WD17 1FJ. You must be at least 18 and a UK resident (excluding Isle of Man and Channel Islands) to apply. 3 years free servicing available on new Micra and NOTE and low cost servicing is available on other models. Not available in conjunction with any schemes or other offers, please visit www.nissan- 
offers.co.uk or your local dealer for information. Breakdown sen/ices provided by RAC Motoring Services and/or RAC Insurance Ltd. All prices include first registration fee and road fund licence. Information correct at time of going to print. Any models shown are for illustration purposes only and subject 
to availability. X-TRAIL shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. Pathfinder shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. NAVARA shown has optional metallic paint at £495 inc. VAT. Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 9YS. 
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MOTORING 


Visit carsforkent.co.uk 


Move on Up! 

By Sam Davison 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 

VOLKSWAGEN is out to make city car motoring 
more fun and upmarket in the aptly named Up! 

Arriving in January, the new city car (£7,99 5- 
11,180) has a wheel about as far as it will go into 
each corner, giving the Up! the biggest possible 
cabin within its 3,540mm long on-road foot¬ 
print - it’s 285mm shorter than VW’s current 
baby, the Fox. 

And while this necessitates a fairly boxy pro¬ 
file, the Up! looks anything but dull thanks to a 
front end that appears to deliver a cheeky grin, 
plus a pronounced upwards kick to the rear win¬ 
dow line. 

It will also be cheap to run with zero or low 
road tax, galactic mpg and piffling insurance rat¬ 
ings ranging from IE to 2E. 

But with VW’s mainstream/premium position 
in the market, many would-be buyers won’t see 
themselves as trading down to get into this all- 
new offering. 

It certainly looks upmarket against its most ob- 



NIPPY: VW's 
Up! will be 
cheap and fun 
to run around 
the city 



vious rival, the Hyundai ilO, while it has youth 
on its side against the Toyota Aygo/Citroen Cl 
and Peugeot 106 sisterhood. 

The toughest competition will probably come 
from the Fiat 500, which has assumed cult 
status, and closely related Ford Ka, with an in- 
house tussle also likely with the car’s closely 
related VW group sisters, the Skoda Citigo and 
Seat Mii arriving later in 2012. 

Power for the VW comes from a new genera¬ 
tion three-cylinder 1.0-litre petrol engine, with 
outputs of 60PS (59bhp) and 75 PS (74bhp). 
The ultra-eco BlueMotion Technology version 
(£9,330) averages nearly 70mpg and emits just 
9 6g/km to make it exempt from road tax. 

The Up! is launching in three-door format, 
with a five-door due in the summer and trim lev¬ 
els will be Take Up!, Move Up! and High Up! 

In addition, two special entry models are avail¬ 
able at launch based on the High Up! - called the 
Up! White and Up! Black. You’ll need to trade up 
to Move Up! (£8,970) if you want air con and 
electric front windows. 


Latest GS will Launch ‘new 
face' for the styLish Lexus 


JAPANESE premium brand Lexus 
Launches its new generation GS 
modeL earLy next year, aiming to break 
German domination of the mid-size 
executive sector. 

Priced from £32,000 with typicaLLy 
generous Lexus spec, it wiLL target the 
BMW 5-Series, Audi A6 and Mercedes- 
Benz E-CLass, boast a styLish new 
corporate Look and, says Lexus, offer 
more driver enjoyment and feedback 
than before. 

If it succeeds then this GS couLd be a 
breakthrough modeL for Lexus, adding 
driver satisfaction to the marque’s 
undoubted quaLity and vaLue. 

The new GS has a wider stance than 
the current car to heLp improve han- 
dLing, pLus a more spacious interior, but 
virtually the same dimensions. 

UK buyers can choose between the 


technoLogicaLLy-advanced GS 450h fuLL 
petroL-eLectric hybrid or GS 250 petroL. 

The new range takes a Leaf out 
of Audi and Jaguar's books by 
making more use of aLuminium 
to cut weight, and boost nimbLeness 
and ride comfort. 

The GS aLso has a more distinctive 
griLLe, set to become the 'new face' 
of the Lexus brand and there is even 
a new paLette of coLours designed to 
make the cars shimmer more and com- 
pLement those sLeeker Lines. 

Standard kit incLudes reversing cam¬ 
era, 10 airbags - incLuding knee airbags 
for both driver and front passenger 
- enhanced Bluetooth connectivity 
for onboard phone use and the usual 
premium sound/vision system expected 
of the brand, with a 17-speaker Mark 
Levinson system also available. 
















42 I week ending December 25, 2011 


www.kentnews.co.uk 



Finance 
made flexit* 




Q Choose your car 

Select any newVauxhall.* 


^ Choose your deposit 

Any deposit Well give you at 
least £500 to get you started.** 


^ Choose your term PLUS Lifetime warranty 

From 24 to 60 months and you Lifetime 100,000 mile warranty, 

own the car at the end of the term. First registered owner. 


Pomphreys 

London Road, 
Bapchild 

www.pomphreys.co.uk 


0800146 039 

Kent 

ME9 9AQ 


VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data - Fuel Consumption Figures mpg (litres/IOOkm): New Astra SRi hatchback: Urban: 28.5 (9.9) - 60.1 (4.7), Extra-urban: 49.6 (5.7) - 80.7 (3.5), 
Combined: 39.2 (7.2) - 72.4 (3.9). C02 emissions 169 - 104g/km. 


*Not available on Expression, ES, ESTech models. **Finance Deposit Allowance not available on Astra GTC. Model shown is New Astra SRi 5dr. Finance provided by Vauxhall Finance, a trading style of GMAC UK pic, PO Box 6666, Cardiff, CF157YT. Finance is subject to status, terms and conditions. Applicants must be 18 years or over. Offer applies to private 
individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 (purchase only excluding B2B). All other customers are excluded. Offer available on orders or registrations before 19 December 2011. tVauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper. 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 


A click away from a great deal\extra WWW.pomphreys.CO.uk 


At the Pomphreys January Sale, you'll 



save... 

Every single car was 
originally reduced to offer 
an unbeatable price. 


\j\ save again.. 

—^ For a limited period, we 
have reduced every price 
* once more. So now you 

< get twice the saving and a 
doubly great deal. 

<5 NOW ON! 


Over 50 Cars tochoose 


from 


Prices 

from 


Only £1995 

Save t u o p £12430 

on a massive selection of cars 


4 AGILA 

From Only £5750 

16C0RSA 

From Only £2995 

8ASTRA 

From Only £6995 

5 MERIVA 

From Only £2995 

2INSIGI 


2 ZAFIRA 

From Only £7995 

12 OTHI 

From Oi|ily £1995 




60 Vauxhall Astra 
1.8 SRi 
XPack3dr 


Black, 
Was £12495 



Now only 

£12983 


once twice Total 

£997 

saving of 
£1512 

LIFETIME 

WARRANTY 100,000 MILE 


At NetworkQ 

** y The best place for used VauxhaUs 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers 
lifetime ownership of first car owner, 100,000 mile limit, annual check required. The warranty excludes 
wear & tear and serviceable items and the vehicle must be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer's 
servicing schedule to continue the lifetime warranty. Terms and conditions apply. Offer available to all 
Vauxhall passenger cars (this offer does not apply to car derived vans) from 1st August 2010. For more 
information contact your local Vauxhall Retailerorvisitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty 


London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 

Tel: 01795 476 222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk Motability 



Now Only 

£11226 


save once save twice Total 

£1000 £269 IK? 0 ' 


60 Vauxhall Meriva 
1.7 CDTi 
Auto 

Blue, 
Was £14495 

NowOnlv 


11 VauxhallZafira Excite 

White, Was £15995 

Now Only £14752 


£418 

Total saving 
of £1235 



60 Vauxhall Agila Design 

Lemon Grass, Was £8495 

Now Only £7941 


£174 


Total saving 
of£554 


I*-; 11 ! 


58 Vauxhall Insignia 
Exclusiv Black, Was £9695 

Now Only £8985 


£210 

Total saving 
of £710 



F4“ 


VAUXHALL 
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Fancy a 
new 
set of 
wheels? 



1000s of Kent cars 
for sale online 24-7 


© Check out the prices 
of new and used car 
valuations 

Search for your 
local car dealer 


0 Find the latest car 
reviews and test 
drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote 
and calculate your 
repayments 


Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where 
you can search through 1,000s of 
cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, 
location map and seller’s details, plus 
road tests and a finance calculator to 
work out monthly payments. 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find your next car 

archant! kos media 


r 


SIMPLY CLEVER 
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Skoda 'A 



*Reduction equivalent to 20% VAT applied to original base price including factory fitted optional extras available on selected petrol stock vehicles of Fabia, Roomster and Octavia models when purchased with 
SKODA Finance. New retail stock orders only. VAT is still applicable and will appear on the invoice. f0% APR representative. Minimum 50% deposit required over 2 years. Indemnities may be required, subject 
to status. Over 18s in the UK only. Excludes the Channel Islands. Participating retailers only. Subject to availability for registrations and deliveries before 30th November 2011. SKODA Finance, Freepost SKODA 
Finance. Terms and conditions apply. Prices and specifications are accurate at time of print. Offers may be varied or withdrawn at any time and are not available in conjunction with any other offer. Model 
shown varies from UK specification. 

Official fuel consumption in mpg(litres/100km)forthe Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C02 emissions for the Skoda range 237 - 89g/km. 


USED CARS 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 (70 BHP) 5 -Dr Hatchback 
Silver hatchback, 6,900 miles t 8,995 

* 08 Plate. Skoda Fabia 2 1.4 16 v (85 BHP) 5 -Dr 
Hatchback 

Satin Grey Metallic, 27,000 miles. t 6,995 

* 08 Plate. Skoda Fabia 2 1.2 HTP 12 v ( 70 BHP) 5 -Dr 
Hatchback 

Metallic Satin Grey, 28,900 miles*, Manual, Petrol. t 6,995 

* 10 Plate. Skoda Octavia 2.0 TDI CR vRS 5 -Dr 

Black Magic Metallic, Manual, Diesel with multi-colour 
velour-leather interior, 20,500 miles. tl 4,995 

* 09 Plate. Skoda Fabia 11.2 HTP 16 v (60 BHP) 5 -Dr 
Hatchback 

Satin Grey Metallic, 12,400 miles. t 6,495 

* 05 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 HTP (54 BHP) Classic 5 -Dr 
Hatchabck 

Blue Storm Metallic, 39,000 miles t 3,995 

* 58 Skoda Roomster L 3 
Diesel. t 7,995 

* 60 Skoda Yeti SE TDi 4+4 170 bhp dsg tl 8,995 

* 05 Plate. Skoda Octavia 2.0 FSI Elegance 5 -Dr 
Hatchback 

Metallic Graphite Grey, 48,700 miles, Manual, Petrol. t 4,995 
*Correct at time of going to press. 


* 08 Plate. Skoda Superb 2.0 TDI CR Elegance (170 BHP) 
5 -Dr Hatchback 

Metallic Steel Grey, 14,500 miles, Manual, Diesel. tl 5,995 

* 07 Plate. Skoda Superb 1.9 TDI PD 100 Classic 4 -Dr Saloon 

Metallic Brilliant Silver, 38,700 miles, manual, diesel. 1 : 8,995 

* 58 Skoda Roomster 1.6 Automatic 

Silver, Air Con, Electric Front Windows, Remote Locking, 
22,000 miles, FSH. t 6,995 

* 08 Skoda Fabia 3 1.6 16 v (105 BHP) 5 -Dr Estate 

Brilliant Silver Metallic, 38,517 miles, Automatic t 7,995 

Demo Cars 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 SE Hatchback 
1 : 8,995 ex demo 

* 10 Plate. Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI SE 12v Hatchback 
1 : 8,995 ex demo 

* 11 Plate. Skoda Fabia Auto 1.4 TSI VRS 5 -Dr 
Hatchback tl 2,995 ex demo 


* 09 Plate. SUSUKI SX 4 1.6 SZ 4 4 -Dr, Saloon 

Red Metallic, 39,000 miles Only t 5,995 


Taxi plan available - from the manufacturer of happy drivers 


Car of the Week 

* 59 Volvo C 70 Coupe Convertible 

12,000 miles, Diesel, Blue Metallic, Ivory Leather, 

1 owner, Every conceivable extra, L30,000 new. 

Only 1 : 15,995 

OTHER MAKES 

* 11 Toyota Verso-S 1.33 VVT-i T Sprit 5 -Dr 

Blue Metallic, 4,900 miles, autoclutch tl2,995 

* 09 Nissan Micra DCi 
fsh. 1 : 6,995 

* 03 Ford Fiesta LX Auto 

fsh, 25,000 miles. L3,995 

* 03 Vauxhall Astra Convertible 

fsh. t3,995 

* 04 Vauxhall Agila 1.2 Design 5 -Dr Hatchback 

Metallic star silver, 35,000 miles. L 2,995 

* 06 Plate. Fiat Grande Punto 1.3 16 v Multijet 90 
Dynamic 3 -Dr Metallic Green, 44,500 miles, Manual, 
Diesel. L 4,495 

* 03 Plate. Toyota Corolla 1.8 VVTL-i T Sport 5 -Dr 

Silver Steel Metallic, 69,000 miles. L 4,495 


• Motability Motability available on selected vehicles - no advance payment • Mot ability 


Servicing Tyres Cambelts Exhausts We work on 

from only from only from only and ALL Makes 

L99 L29 L299 Batteries and Models 

Adamsons of Deal and Dover 

137a Dover Road, Walmer, Deal, Kent Tel: 01304 381 300 

A family run business serving the area since 1975 www.adamsons-skoda.co.uk 

Official fuel consumption in mpg (litres/100km) for the Skoda range: Urban 19.2 (14.7) - 68.9 (4.1), Extra Urban 36.2 (7.8) - 94.2 (3.0), 

Combined 27.7 (10.2) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions for the Skoda range 237 - 89g/km. 



Click online for a new 

Search and find 1000s of Kent cars online 

Check out the prices of new 
* " and used car valuations 

\ 

^ / 



views 

and test drives on new cars 

Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 






ARCHANT ? KOS MEDIA 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

., The smart way to find your next car 
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1060VAUXHALLZAFIRA1.9 
CDTISRIXP LEATHER F&R 
SENSORS5DR 

Black, 7,303 miles. Was £14995 


Save once* 

£500 

Save twice* 

£250 

50% 

fOFF 


50% 111 


Now Only £14245 


Save once 

£400 


Save twice* 

£200 




OFF 


Now Only £11395' 


m 

www. PERRYS-oomk. 


Perrys of Dover 

Honeywood Parkway, 

White Cliffs Business Park, 
Whitfield, Dover, Kent, CT16 3PT 


Perrys of Broadstairs 

Westwood Road, 
Broadstairs, 

Kent, CT102NP 


Perrys of Canterbury 

Island Road, Sturry, 
Canterbury, 

Kent, CT20EZ 




www.perrys.co.uk/dover 


www.perrys.co.uk/broadstairs-vauxhallwww.perrys.co.uk/canterbury-vauxhall 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. The above cars have been offered at the was price for a minimum of 5 days prior to this advertisement. A Now only price after double discount. 


mm 


08 58VAUXH ALL ASTRA 
1.6116V LIFE [115] 5DR [AC] 

Silver Light, 12,500 miles, Was £6,768 


Save once* 

£400 


Save twice" | 

£200 Now Only £6168 


0909 PEUGEOT 
2071.4 S 
5DRAC 


Black, 

13,500 miles. 
Was £7495 


EElfOFF . 

Save once 

Now Only £7045 £300 


Save twice" 

£150 


m 

Selected used cars have been reduced 
in our Double Discount Event to give 
you a great saving 

JH Uffi 

mice 

We’ve then taken a further 50% off the 
original saving to give you the Double 
Discount. It's easy and it's exclusive to Perrys. 


The easiest way to 
view our used car 
stock at Perrys. 

Use the QR Reader 
on your smartphone 
to scan this code 
and view our used 
car stock. 


Now Only £720r 


0959KIACEED 
1.625DRAUT0 

Silver, 21,230 miles. Was £7,651 


Save once* 

£300 


Save twice* 

£150 
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er though wur local mated dating service 


08000329100 


to place a free ad 


Women Seeking 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. 
Send : CHAT601 To : 65125 or 
call 0906 635 0508 (T&C's be¬ 
low) 

ANITA 58, 5ft 3ins, auburn hair, 
green eyes, likes swimming, bowl¬ 
ing, shows, holidays, walks, seeks 

male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:387416 

KATH slim, petite size 10, hardwork¬ 
ing attractive, OHAC, seeking lov¬ 
ing romantic guy to enjoy cosy nights 
in cuddling up with a dvd and glass 
of wine. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:381729 

JULIE late 70’s, petite, widowed, 
seeks gent with car and GSOH who 
loves animals. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 379277® 

TANYA 28, beautiful black single 
mum, very body confident and all 
out of love. Lonely and looking for 
good company with experienced re¬ 
spectful man. Any age/looks. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381727 
HI genuine, fun to be with male? 
Nancy 39, attractive, discreet, lone¬ 
ly and in need of some much missed 
male attention. Call me Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 381705 


GWEN lovely dark haired, dark blue 
eyed slim sensual female with 
GSOH, WLTM male 35-50 for fun 
dates and romantic nights in togeth¬ 
er. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380443 § 

DEBBIE dark haired passionate 
classy, discreet female looking for 
professional intelligent male want¬ 
ing mutual companionship. Can ac¬ 
commodate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380441 | 

DEBORAH 38 missing that special 
someone in my life. Call me, even 
if you’re not the one I guarantee 
we will still have loads of fun! Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3804391 

FEMALE 74, 5ft 1 ins, artistic, ver¬ 
satile, seeks nice caring gent for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 3784651 
LADY late 50’s, new to area, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
378403 

WANNA spend Chrimbo with a big 
busty bimbo? Tracy separated and 
looking for Mr Fun! Come on you 
have to lose. Call me. Any age/looks. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380009 


CHRISTMAS special! Tia shy pret- YOUNG free single female, seeks LIBBY 36, newly single, no hang- 
ty female 39, seeks outgoing man male for nights in/out, maybe more, ups, WLTM outgoing male to 
to coax me out of my shell, for good Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: wine/dine and forever be mine. Don’t 
times and old langsynes. Tel No: 388484 0 miss out! Call me. Tel No: 0906 515 

0906 5157112 Box No: 381333 i I IDDY PR\/r nlrt nfirmine kind heart- 7112 Box No: 375607 


LIDDY 28yr old genuine kind heart- 

45YR old female, 5ft 5ins, brown ed girl looking for older male, 34- REBECCA brown hair/eyes, medi- 
hair, cuddly, curvaceous, love an- 46yrs who can replace the other half U m build, shy, likes animals, N/S, 
imals, music, sports, seeks kind, car- of me that’s missing. ACA. Tel No: likes cosy nights in, walks, garden¬ 
ing, sincere, mature male, 40 plus 0906 515 7112 Box No: 375157 i j n g cuddles seeks male Tel No.: 

™ l c h similarinterests^Tel No-OgO 6 'aucia ' attractive "petite ' 'female 0906 515 7112 Box No: 3759951 the'wrinklies. Tel No: 
515 7112 Box No: 3813190 ® 00l _ ...1 1 "l' " ""'," 7112 Box No: 349757 


22yrs, new to dating scene and area, JACQUELINE 48, medium build, 

AUDREY recently widowed, seeks loves nights in/out, WLTM male for likes nights in/out, seeks male, 40- SOCIABLE cuddly 70’s lady, 
lonely gent for friendship and con- adult fun. ACA. can accommodate. 58 for friendship, maybe more. Tel GSOH, N/S, likes cinema, days 


versation. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: No: 0906 515 7112 Box No 
Box No: 381213 375135 j 370747 0 

ALICE 30’s female, slim, lovely FOLKESTONE lady 57, likes ani- BEVERLEY 33, blonde hair, blue 
smile, not that happy at the moment mals, walks, drinks, good food, pas- eyes, seeks male, 40-45 for walks, 
but hoping you might change that, sionate, seeks likeminded male. Tel karaoke and meals out. Tel No: 0906 
you’ve nothing to loose? Call me. No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 515 7112 Box No- 3752171 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 3759271 .. 

No- 379201 ..-. ELIZABETH independent, no 


SLIM 

attractive, elegant 

I’M Gorgeous, lively seeking a sim- female, likes travel, restau- 
ilar professional who thinks he can rants, cinema, seeks caring, 
handle me, good times guaran- male, 45-55 for friendship, possi- 
I. Tel No: 0906515 7112 Box ble relationship. Tel No: 0906515 
369223 7112 Box No- 361571 

SUSIE seeking tall honest guy for solvent, fit and healthy, looking for TRISHA teacher blonde’ attrac- . ; . _ 

LISA sexy blonde 31 yrs, extreme- friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 similar passionate male, any tive uncomplicated undemand- BARBARA 46, seeks nice, stocky dark hair, blue ^ 
ly fit and outgoing, seeking male 515 7112 Box No: 375883 0 age/looks for companionship. Tel N^: jng ’non materialist well travelled male up to 50 for friendship, maybe eyes K 


for casual friendship with benefits. 
Discretion assured. Any age/looks. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380879 

TRISH tall slim brunette, honest, 
reliable, affectionate, OHAC, no ties, 


CHRIS new to area, late 50’s, slim, I™.? ! Box No: 375161 0 likes reading, walking, laughing, 



SINGLE 50 plus fe¬ 
male, seeks male 
who likes talks, walks, 
dining and dancing. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
364975 

LADY seeks N/S, clean shaven 
male to appreciate artistic, roman¬ 
tic, feisty, attractive, slimmish, curvy 
lady of 69 who has not yet joined 
- -515 


out, coast, seeks genuine male for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 369297 


more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 


um build, 5ft 6ins, 


outgoing, loves Indian food, seek- minded male seeking uncomplicat- 


5ft 5ins, fair hair, seeks female for SANDRA green eyed slim brunette, 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 loves to keep fit, very competitive, 
seeks reliable mature male who can 

FULL time vacancy arisen for open look after me and be loved in re " 
turn. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 


seeks tall, professional man, 
60ish for simple joys. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 375741 


No: 361701 | ® likes holidays, theatre, • \ 

HI I’m Louise, an easygoing sen- sic, seeks female, 36-63 fon^C 
sual slim blonde looking for some- happy LTR. Tel No: 0906 51 o* ^ 


JANE passionate lady seeking un- one t0 have fun with initia|| maybe 7 11 2 Box No: 381489 1 

conventional young at heart male . , „ „ . , . . 

qoinq loves moian rooo seex- --- N«-w«on 35-50 for free spirited, open-mind- more later. C a il me.Anyage/sta-| AN 51,5ft Sins, slightly disabled arm, 

ino male 39-50vrs for relationship ed relationship with slim profession- . ed fun and new experiences. Single tus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box seeks honest, caring female for 

- - - - ' al 39yr old female with wicked sense TALL slim, blonde female, kind, car- dadswelcome. Tel No:0906 515 No : 373OO9 0.friendship, maybe more. Tel N^ 0906 


Tel No: 
380877 


5 515 7112 Box No: 


of humour. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 ing, honest, seeks older male, 78 7112 Box No: 375611 


IRENE looking for happy go lucky 
relationship with trustworthy male 
for romantic evenings in, quiet nights 
out, passionate weekends away and 
more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:381701 


SHIRLEY young looking tall attrac¬ 
tive fit female, OHAC, open-mind¬ 
ed, varied interests seeks tall male 
for genuine dates. Looks unimpor¬ 
tant. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:380005 


r* a Box No: 374157| 

CAROL attractive lady of leisure, . 

solvent, OHAC, WLTM sincere gent LYN 58, likes meals out, cinema, hol- 
willing to entertain and share all of idays, coast, theatre, shows, coun- 
Iife’s naughty indulgences with tryside, pubs, N/S, seeks male. Tel 
me. Call me. Tel No: 0906 5157112 No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
Box No: 380857 376187 | 


plus to treat me well. Tel No; 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 378233 0 


flTTBanT| . /|= onw 515 7112 Box No: 388846 m 

ATTRACTIVE and any mans..v. . 

GENUINE honest, curvy lady dream seeks, outgoing, profession- BRIAN fun loving, easygoing, likes 
modern, smart, friendly, seeking a \ ma | e f or evenings in and fun meals out, nights in, dvds, seeks lov- 
genuine gent. Tel No: 0906 515 niqhtsout Tel No: 0906 515 7112 ing female for relationship. Tel No: 
7112 Box No: 376275 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 381449 0 


LIFE is too short to live it alone! Eve, 
attractive blonde blue eyed bubbly 
lady looking for similar genuine tac¬ 
tile person for companionship. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: _ ___ __ 

TASHA 37, blonde tanned and very CARRIE 28yr old Christmas crack- 378011 with someone of similar age. Tel and loving. Looks/status unimpor- cree t. Tel No; 0906 515 7112 Box 

pretty, seeks well dressed older male er, seeking easygoing confident char- jammy^ young 31yr old good look N ° : ° 9 ^ 515 7112 B ° X N ° : tant Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 388828 A 


Box No: 366703 

HELEN, widow 58, medium build, DAVE 5ft 9ins, good looking, medi- 

5ft 4ins, blonde, GSOH, likes a y y y 99 ’ ’ um build, clean shaven, seeks fe- 

chat, days out, looking to start again WLTM romantic guy for lots of fun ma!e for daytime fun Must be dis . 


KERRY 31 outgoing confident with 
laid back attitude, looking for relaxed 
relationship with tactile male, any 
age/looks/size or status. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381697 
TARA 5ft big blue eyed babe with 
a cute smile looking for older sug¬ 
ar daddy who is not afraid to spend 
a little to live a lot! Good times al¬ 
ways guaranteed. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 381731 
JO bubbly, fun, red hair, green eyes, 
5ft 5ins, likes nights out, dvds, seeks 
male. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No : 374337 0 

LOVELY tall slim nurse, very car¬ 
ing and fun but missing that va-va- 
voom! Seeks adventurous male 
who’s up for fun times. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 374159 0 
CHERYL young 54, attractive, pe¬ 
tite, brunette, slim, likes most 
things, easygoing, looking for LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
3801410 


BLACK female, 35, GSOH, caring, 
loving, kind, seeks male. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 376611 0 
CLAIRE 38 blue eyes, blonde, 
voluptuous, curvy, looking for pro¬ 
fessional gent up to 50yrs LTR. Call 
me to meet up for a casual drink 
and chat. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 380881 

FEMALE likes coast walks, shop¬ 
ping, gardening, countryside, seeks 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381463 0 

JACQUELINE 49, medium build, 
brown hair, likes animals, nights 
in/out, coastal walks, seeks male, 
48-58 for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381439 0 

JAYNE tall blonde, blue eyes, at¬ 
tractive, OHAC, no ties, enjoys nights 
out, romantic nights in, WLTM male 
up to 55yrs for fun times, maybe 
more. Tel Noa 0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381365 0 


with GSOH for fun meets, loving acter to pull me! ACA. Tel No: 0906 ina brunette with no ties seekinofun 
treats and more. Tel No: 0906 515 515 7112 Box No: 380855 9 ’ 9 


No:366699 


7112 Box No: 375605 


with some great company. If you 
like the sound of me, pis call. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 375579 
HELEN 34, lonely single mum of ' 


Men Seeking 


MATURE man, enjoys life, social¬ 
ising, N/S, solvent, OHAC, seeks at¬ 
tractive lady, any age for friendship, 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 388808 0 


romantic guy for meals out, cosy 
SUE long blonde haired slim but curvy nights in and more. No time wasters 
LESLIE 3 4yr o'd sing'etcn. fur, and pretty female, loves to live life to the P's ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
vivacious looking for laughs/giggles Box No: 378009. 

with cnmo nroat rnmnanv If \/nn ’ ^ zr z> 

genuine male 48-60yrs for adult PAT 70’s, 5ft, cuddly, seeks male Ladies Text n'Chat. Text in GRAHAM 51, stocky, tanned, MARK 45, handsome, 5ft lOins, fire- 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 for friendship and days out. Tel No: nowand chat to local people. OHAC, likes a laugh, seeks female man - great physique, good looks, 
Box No: 380853 0906 515 7112 Box No: 369521 0 S end ■ CHAT601 To ■ 65125 for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: seeks morning/afternoon passion 

_ ., .. .. . . ' 0 ' 0906 515 7112 Box No - 381215 lil w| th female. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

one, slim, attractive, tall, WLTM male 1 don,t wanna be alone and unat ' JACKIE 48, 5ft 3ins, medium build, . (X&f? ®. b ®!?.™). . •' . --Box No: 388806 0 

for friendship maybe developing into tached for another Xmas! Bev, at- likes animals, nights in/out, walks, ROMANTIC loving male, thought- pAUL 42 6ft, dark hair/eyes, seeks "■,£££ ’ ^ ^ ' ' m ' edi ' U m build ’ short 
somethinq more later. Any aqe/sta- tractive, big hearted, many interests, seeks male, 48-58 for friendship, ful caring, seeks similar female for younger female for LTR. Tel N^JV T :, M „. 

_ . ___ . _ _ _ + __ _ _ ± _1.1. . - _I_ LTR. Olltf 


tus. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box seeks malewilling totatean inter- maybe more, preferably asmoker. No:381191 J 

No: 3812531 


it in me! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Tel No: ( 
Box No: 376593 0 368039 0 


5 515 7112 Box No: 


hair, GSOH, seeks female. Tel No 

6 515 7112 Box No: 388590 f 


MARK 62, reliable, trustworthy, var- ' .. _ . 

led interests, seeks understanding, “ ALE s , eeks , 

58YR old male, loving, caring, easy- romantic lady, 47-67 to share life 71 ??!™ n°„? 3886B2 & 

going, seeks slim-medium build fe- with. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box- ...-• 

male, 45-50 for friendship, maybe No: 379809 0 TALL intelligent man, late 40’s, fit, 

more. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box rill ' ia't'p ’ Wq ' Vikpq nnnri' win’p ' 6nj ° yS outdoors ’ meals ° ut > seek ' 
|.| oqi am |*| BILL late 50 s ’ " kes good wme ’ ing discreet female for friendship. 

I:.?.-.-.?. 1 . 9 ?.-.® . nights out, seeks similar female. Te | No: jj 906 515 7Vi2 Box No: 

CARMEL blonde brown eyed girl, NATALIE blonde blue eyed nurse, AMANDA cuddly 36yr old easygo- -ST ™0W3 3“ . 

employed with OHAC, likes meals 39yrs medium build, no ties, life is ing caring lonely female just look- seeks attractive female’ 35-50 for .. CHRIS widower 67, N/S, likes real 

out, walking, looking for loving re- good but I’m missing someone to ing for love with nice guy, 30-55yrs. walks, nights in, cooking. Looking TALL dark handsome male > 46 ’ ale, country music, gardening, DIY, 

lationship with caring down to earth love and lust after. Can you help? Nothing ventured, nothing gained, for soul mate to share life. Tel Nq: seeks female for fun times. Tel N^: seeks N/S female for lots of TLC. 


RACHEL blonde brown eyed slim • 
but feminine female, 32, likes win- KAZ 32yr old intellectual mixed race STUNNING blonde nurse, 32, fun- 
ing/dining, theatre, WLTM reliable female, likes gym, meals in/out, seeks ny and romantic, WLTM uncompli- 
male for diner dates and romanc- reliable, honest male, 38-58yrs to cated, reliable male, 50-65yrs for 
ing. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box get to know for Itr. Tel No: 0906 515 companionship and more. Tel No: 
No: 377531 0 7112 Box No: 376591 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 369221 


male. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Tel No: 
Box No: 380001 376589 


5 515 7112 Box No: 


MARIE solvent, independent, likes 
meals out, good things in life, GSOH, 
love pets/children, seeks honest, af¬ 
fectionate male. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 388574 
TRISHA teacher, blonde, attractive, 
uncomplicated, undemanding, non 
materialist well travelled, likes 
reading, walking, laughing, seeks 
tall, professional male, 60’sfor sim¬ 
ple joys. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 379891 

MARIA 47, curly blonde hair, 5ft 6ins, 
size 14, GSOH, likes reading, walks, 
WLTM kind, friendly, fun loving gent. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380509 0 

SUSAN 53,5ft 3ins, slim, likes cin¬ 
ema, theatre, meals out, looking for 
male for friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
380317 


28yr old lonely single mum 
all out of love, looking for good com¬ 
pany with male who can tame a con¬ 
fident beautiful sensual lady. Any 
looks. Tel No-0906 515 7112 Box 
No: 381363 0 

NINA black beauty, classy 21, loves 
to have lots of fun, seeks older man 
who is willing to come up with a few 
new ideas for adult fun times. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381361 0 

KATH 41 slim size 10, attractive and 
hardworking, likes cosy nights 
in/out, seeks cuddly romantic guy 
for tic and more. Tel No^0906 515 
7112 Box No: 3813391 
TANYA attractive, fit, slim, fun, all 
a hot blooded male wants! Now I 
have your attention, 37yr single fe¬ 
male looking for the real deal. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
381335 0 


515 7112 Box No: Tel No: 

375133 0 

HANNAH 34 slim petite green eyed DONNA 26yrs, blue eyes, blonde, SASHA 28yr old beautiful surfer babe 
single mum with many interest, seek- bored of spending nights in alone, looking for fun initially, maybe more 
ing discreet older male for mutual looking for average looking male, 23- with fit confident male who can han- 
companionship. Tel No: 0906 515 55yrsforTLC. Dadswelcome. Tel dleme.ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 

77.1 ?..?.?.* .?7 9 ?.?Z. No: 09§6 515 7112 Box No: Box No: 375131 0 

SAM 35, green eyed voluptuous, 376563 


0906 515 7112 Box No: 388940 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 388512 0 Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 

31YR old male, wavy hair, GSOH, JIM 50, genuine, honest, kind, . 

seeks female with similar interests seeks female with similar values JAMES mid 50’s, WLTM younger 
for friendship and dating. Tel No: for LTR. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 lady for fun and romance. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 381935 Box No: 379659 0 0906 515 7112 Box No: 3810971 

IVOR 49, likes sports meals out, JOHN 6l'reliable,''tactile','under¬ 
seeks female of similar age or t dj ■ d int p rpqtc; ,, eekq 
younger. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 standl " g ’ varied intereste, seeks 
Rnvu n . M1B07H romantic, down to earth, under- 

LIFE begins at 40! Pam outgoing Box No., 381897 ;y . standing , cuddly lady, 55-67. Tel 


busty, loves football, theatre, trav- PROFESSIONAL female, late 30’s, athletic brunette, tall, slender and at- SINCERE gent, 68, seeks lady, 50- No . QgQ 0 515 -i\\ 2 Box No¬ 
el, red wine, WLTM older male up own business, seeks honest male tractive, WLTM older male with big 60, intelligent with GSOH. Tel No: o 7 q fi Ac 
to 65yrs for sensual relationship. for serious relationship. Tel No: 0 " . “ ' nnnc K, ~ 

T~l Kl~. none C1C -7-no Kin. ^ 


Tel No: 
379975 


5 515 7112 Box No: 


515 7112 Box No: 388370 


Gay 
Seeking 


personality for lots of fun times. Tel 9?.9® ?.7177. 9 ®.1 .®?7. 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 60YR old guy seeks PHILIP young 58, looking for N/S 

3741551 black/Asian/Oriental lady for adult romantic beautiful lady under 50, |p YOlJ , RE L00 KING to connect 

fun and friendship. Discretion as- an y race for excitement, love, ro- 


x .. . JULIE attractive slim blonde blue . tun ann frionrichin nic 

MEL tall curvy attractive blonde, eyed beauty, fit with GSOH, profes- ELIZABETH caring, honest, reliable, sured and expected. >ci ny. ____ 

loves cosv mahts in with a aood bot- sjona| Q haC, WLTM male for trav- likes most things, seeks older gent, 0906515 7112 Box No: 3818251 England, love food and much more, further TXT: GAY601 to 65125 for 


Tel No: mance. Own home in France and 


and chat with other men look no 


attertionTnd company Tel 5 No : 0906 el >.9°od food/wine and_mutual over latei 70’s jor jriendship^ maybe mature CD'seeks understand ™ Q906 515 7112 Box No: 

515 7112 Box No: 379971 


LOOKING for a nice soul mate, din¬ 
ners, drinks, walks, someone who 


indulgences. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 more. Tel No. 0906 515 7112 Box mature woman for fun times 379631 

Box No: 379007. N?-.359589. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: male 58, widowj 5ft 8insj cuddly, 


3 chat matches, fun and safe 
service. (T&C's below) 
Go online - 

www.localgaydate.co.uk 


DIANE successful feisty business CLAIRE Gorgeous fun loving .H . blue eyes, seeks female for com- 

oni^wc Vif!T S | women, confident, fun, chatty, pos- brunette, 29, 5ft 4ins, employed, CANTERBURY male, 56, medium pany, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 JACK 65, seeks male, 40-70 for oc- 

SThh,?/ itive, social with everything but that OHAC, looking for manly male up build, loving, understanding, GSOH, 5 15 7112 Box No: 388448 1 casional meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 


fun, cuddly, slim, red hair, enjoy good 
food, working out. Tel No: 0906 515 s P ecial someone m her ''fe 

7112 Box No: 379865 A 


and to 45yrs for no strings good times vari ® d interes ts, seeks slim-medi- 

... _ ... " m hmlri fomalo OA.AO fnr ITR 

WLTM him. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 and fine wine. Tel No: 09065157112 
7112 Box No: 379203 Box No: 3731071 


Contact members by phone: 


See who has left you a message: Customer Support 


meetings. 1 

um build female, 24-42 for LTR. RICHARD 46, dark hair, blue eyes, Z7. 1 .?..?.?.*.!Y°: .?.?.! \ 75 ?. . 

Single mum welcome. Tel No: 0906 5ft 6ins, slim-medium build, likes PAUL looking for someone for fun, 
515 7112 Box No: 379673 0 holidays, cinema, countryside, friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
meals out, walks, seeks genuine 515 7112 Box No: 379827 0 
female for happy LTR. Tel No: O' 


515 7112 Box No: 379313 


0906 SIS 7112 0906 515 7114 0844 8001188 


Contact members by TEXT! 


Take a look at our members! 


If an advert has a | next to it then you can reply When you see a ® symbol, this mean the 
to this advertiser by text message. Simply send member has a photo. Text PIC397(space)the 
KOS followed by the box number of the adver- advertisers mailbox number, and send to 
tiser you wish to respond to plus your message 88833* to receive it straight to your mobile, 
and send it to 78850* 


Show us your smile! 

Text your solo picture along with your 6 digit 
mailbox number(space)4 digit pin No. under 
your photo, to 0779 366 6363. Or email: 
support@jmediauk.co.uk with your Mailbox & 
pin number. 



MARTIN bi CD, 50’s, seeks similar 
for fun times. Can accommodate 
or travel. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 374351 
BI guy, looking for older gent, 50- 
60’s for discreet fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 372943 0 
ALAN experienced bi male, seeks 
similar guy or couple for friendship 
and fun times. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 379059 

Folowus 

i E on "22 

15<S> G- 


CALL CHARGES*: 18+ ONLY 09065/09066 calls cost £1.53 per min. 0779: 25p, Plus network extras. Mobiles will be considerably higher. 0333 numbers charged at standard network rates. Calls are recorded and may appear on your phone bill. TEXT*: SMS Chat service 18+ only: 65125/88300. 
After registration you will be sent 3 chat mesg at a cost of £1.50 per mesg then all subsequent mesg received will be charged at £1.50/mesg. Sent mesg are free. Text services are moderated by experienced operators. To stop text STOP to 65125. 88833 texts £1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be 
MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. 18+ only: Texts to 78850 cost £1.50 per message sent. A minimum of Six messages are checked and passed for safety sake before users may pass contact details. To Stop send STOP to 78850. Text alerts 
are charged at £1.00 per week (2 x50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs goto www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. We reserve the right to contact individuals with promotional information. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK PO Box 56394, SE1 OWT, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory pur¬ 
poses. Ads from the Herts and surrounding area, ads may appear in other publications. WC 071211 
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FIERY: Danny Kedwell 
is expecting a Lively 
reception at Crawley 


FOOTBALL 

Kedwell out to renew old 
battle against . Crawley 


Picture: ADY KERRY 


GILLINGHAM S 
FESTIVE FIXTURES 


BOXING DAY: 

Crawley Town (a) 


DECEMBER 30: 

Dagenham & Redbridge (a 


JANUARY 2: 

Aldershot Town (h) 


By David Pritchard 

david.pritchard@archant.co.uk 

STRIKER Danny Kedwell is looking forward to 
playing the pantomime villain as Gillingham 
attempt to prove their promotion credentials 
against League Two leaders Crawley Town on 
Boxing Day. 

While the majority of the Gills squad will never 
have played Crawley, their top scorer is expect¬ 
ing a spicy reaction from the Red Devils’ fans. 

The 28-year-old was part of the AFC Wimble¬ 
don side battling with Crawley for promotion 
from the Conference Premier last season. The 
West Sussex club also submitted a bid for Ked¬ 
well midway through the campaign, which was 
rejected by the Dons. 

The forward has scored in his last three ap¬ 
pearances against Crawley and is relishing an 
opportunity to add to his record. 

“It’s a horrible place, to be honest,” he said. 
“They don’t like me because of the bid last 
Christmas and it was turned down. There was a 
bit going on between [the Wimbledon] fans and 
their fans, so I probably won’t get a good recep¬ 
tion, but it brings the best out of me and they’re 
one of the teams I like scoring against. 

“It is a difficult place to go but I’m sure we 
have the quality in our side to go there and com¬ 
pete with them. 

“Now we have our rhythm going and are on a 
good run, I don’t think they’ll be fancying it.” 

Gillingham go into the game full of confidence 
after crushing Bristol Rovers 4-1 last weekend. 
Kedwell scored two penalties to take his goalscor¬ 
ing tally for the season to nine, while the side’s 
unbeaten run was stretched to eight games. 

The decent record is dwarfed by Crawley, who 
have gone 15 games since last tasting defeat in 
September. It has allowed them to move four 
points clear at the top of the table and on course 


for a second successive league championship. 

Town’s deep pockets have been regarded with 
envy in many quarters, but Gills boss Andy Hes- 
senthaler has plenty of respect for his opposite 
number, Steve Evans. 

He said: “I know everybody talks about their 
budget, it’s nothing to do with me but you can 
have all the money in the world but if you don’t 
get the lads playing for you it won’t get results, 
so Steve’s built a good squad. 

“They’ve kept their momentum going and all 
the credit goes to them at the moment, they’re 
the team everybody wants to shoot at. Obviously 
we’ll go there and try to do that.” 


A win would set the Gills up for a bumper fes¬ 
tive points haul, with a trip to basement boys Da¬ 
genham & Redbridge and home game against an 
out of form Aldershot Town to follow. 

The Gills trail Crawley by 11 points but Hes- 
senthaler has faith they can be caught. 

He said: “I believe so, we’re not even halfway 
yet. I’m sure Steve knows there’s a lot of work to 
be done yet and it’s not unthinkable we couldn’t 
catch them.” 

Skipper Andy Frampton (ankle) is a doubt, 
while Charlie Lee is suspended for two games. 
With Frank Nouble’s loan expiring Jo Kuffour is 
likely to return alongside Kedwell up front. 


FEISTY: Dynamos (right) battled with Cardiff 

League probes 
Mos-Devils clash 

THE English Ice Hockey Association (EIHA) is 
investigating the fiery meeting between Invicta 
Dynamos and Cardiff ENL Devils which was 
abandoned last weekend. 

A bad tempered game saw several fights be¬ 
tween the sides on the ice, while a Devils player 
reportedly clashed with a supporter off it. The 
contest, which the Mos were winning 3-1, boiled 
over following a lengthy brawl and the officials 
then had difficulty moving all the players off the 
ice to have it resurfaced. 

The game was called off when Cardiff refused 
to return and it will now be looked into by the 
EIHA. The league have a range of options at their 
disposal depending on their conclusions, includ¬ 
ing awarding the points to either team or having 
the game replayed behind closed doors. 

The Mos' statement said the club regretted 
"the unsatisfactory conclusion of the fixture for 
both fans and players alike", while Mark Cud- 
dihy, Cardiff's head coach, said the decision not 
to return to the ice had been taken because of 
“extraordinary circumstances." 

The club are not in action again until January 
7 and head into the new year fifth in the National 
League Division One South table, 10 points adrift 
of the top four. 

Mos head coach Kevin Parrish, who was un¬ 
able to comment on the Cardiff game, believes 
the squad are well capable of climbing the table. 

He said: “We know we have the potential to 
be a very good team but that needs to turn into 
consistency." 


GOLF 


CRICKET 


Qualifying setback leaves Barham 
vowing to fulfil great expectations 


Farbrace successor will not have room 
to make big changes to Kent squad 


AFTER suffering the pain of 
narrowly missing out on a 
European Tour card for next 
season Benn Barham has high 
hopes of making amends in the 
new year. 

The Tenterden golfer looked 
on course for one of the 30 full 
cards on offer at the final stage 
of Qualifying School Last week. 
He was in the top 15 after 
four of the six rounds in Spain, 
before fading over the last 36 
holes to finish in 41st place. 

It was a heartbreaking fin¬ 
ish for Barham, who missed 
the start of the year as he 
recovered from having a kidney 
containing a tumour removed. 

The ranking will give the 
35-year-old limited access to 
the elite European Tour next 
year, but the majority of his 
golf will again be played on the 
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OPTIMISTIC: Benn Barham 

Challenge Tour. 

Although it is not ideal, 
Barham is confident of making 
an impact when the season 
starts next month. 

"It’s still quite raw, the disap¬ 
pointment, but it's something 
I've got to get over," he said. 


"This year was all about 
getting back on my feet and 
finding my form again. I played 
better than expected so my 
expectations are starting to 
rise a bit. Next year will be a 
good one because I'm playing 
well and back fit." 

Barham was concerned 
before going to Spain how he 
would stand up physically to 
six rounds in as many days, but 
it was not a factor in his tum¬ 
ble down the leaderboard. 

He said: "I felt I didn't really 
do much wrong. One shot I 
pitched the ball 131 yards 
instead of 133 and ended up 
going in the water and taking a 
triple bogey. 

“I was absolutely gutted, I 
won't lie. I've got a great family 
around me but golf pays the 
bills, so it's tough to take." 


THE new Kent head coach 
will be expected to work with 
the squad already at the club, 
rather than have the freedom 
to make wholesale changes. 

The process of finding a suc¬ 
cessor to Paul Farbrace was 
expected to finish this week, 
but an announcement was not 
made before this newspaper 
went to press. 

Whoever takes over at the St 
Lawrence Ground will have a 
role to play in further acquisi¬ 
tions this winter, including the 
potential of an overseas player, 
but George Kennedy, Kent's 
chairman, insisted they will 
not be given a blank canvas to 
build a new squad. 

He said: "We don't want a 
coach coming in and saying 
'your entire squad are rub¬ 
bish, we need to rebuild from 



AIMS: George Kennedy 
scratch’. 

"We think we have a very 
good youth policy with some 
very good guys coming 
through. So a coach isn't com¬ 
ing in with total and utter carte 
blanche to change everything, 
he’ll have to coach what we've 


got and advise the way ahead." 

Despite not having a head 
coach so far this winter the 
club have made progress with 
assembling their squad for 
next summer. Ben Harmison 
became their second new sign¬ 
ing of the off-season, agreeing 
a deal on Monday to follow 
Michael Powell into the club. 

The 25-year-old all-rounder, 
younger brother of former Eng¬ 
land seamer Steve Harmison, 
was released by Durham at the 
end of the summer. 

Graham Johnson, Kent's 
chairman of cricket, said: 

"He has a point to prove 
about making the best of his 
undoubted ability and we look 
forward to helping him do 
that. I am sure that all involved 
with Kent will make him very 
welcome." 
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MOTOCROSS 

Racing team’s 
success helps 
charity put kids 
on right track 

Impressive results in debut season 
provide a boost to a project working to 
change perceptions of motocross 



TALENT: Ryan Matthews (above) finished second in his class this 
year as part of the MXCP team run by Ric Newton (below, centre) 


By David Pritchard 

david.pritchard@archant.co.uk 

MOTOCROSS has a bad image in some quarters 
but a race team from Kent is helping to promote 
the work of an inspirational charity which uses 
the sport to help young people from underprivi¬ 
leged backgrounds. 

For the past 11 years the Motocross Challenge 
Project (MXCP) has provided children aged 7-17 
with a taste of the sport, combined with educa¬ 
tional classes. 

Based on a site in the hills above Dover, it 
has been hugely successful and now sees about 
1,000 youngsters every year. 

Ric Newton, who set up MXCP with his wife 
Charlotte in 2000, believes motocross is often 
misunderstood and can be a powerful tool to in¬ 
still discipline and respect. 

“In recent years it’s had a bad press with easy 
access to mini motos and pit bikes which you can 
buy on the internet for a few hundred pounds, 
but they’re ridden in the wrong way,” he said. 

“I think it’s tarnished everyone and caused 
problems but I know why they want to ride. We 
don’t want to stop kids getting involved with 
motorcycles, but we want to instill safety and 
respect. 



“I think the way young people are now is so 
different to how it used to be. When I was 12 1 
could fix my own bike and care for it, now they 
just seem to care for their Playstation and have 
lost respect for things. I think this project helps 
because we also form a bond with the parents.” 

The charity works with the youngsters during 
the week and is funded by opening to the general 
public on Saturdays. 

To spread MXCP’s work, this year Newton, 
a former regional motocross champion, put to¬ 
gether a race team for the first time. Made up of 
riders who had been introduced to the sport at 
their facility, the three-strong team exceeded ex¬ 


pectations to claim two runners-up spots and a 
top-10 finish in the regional championship. 

Ryan Matthews was one of the riders to finish 
second in his class. The 22-year-old from Ram¬ 
sgate has a long history with MXCP, starting out 
as one of the first to come through the project be¬ 
fore later returning as an instructor after being 
unable to find an apprenticeship after college. 

He said: “It’s a special place, the young peo¬ 
ple love it and it’s great for self-confidence and 
building people up. 

“ With a six week course there ’ s guys who come 
in with no confidence and by the end they’re in¬ 
tegrating with the rest and it just brings them 
on. The riding is the carrot, they do their educa¬ 
tional stuff and then go out and ride.” 

Matthews will form part of the TryMotox.com 
team next year and hopes to go on and compete 
at a national level, which would provide a boost 
to MXCP’s exposure. 

Newton, 40, intends to announce the new 
team next month and believes there is the poten¬ 
tial for it to enjoy plenty of success. 

He said: “I have high hopes for Ryan and I’ll 
support him as much as I can. With the other 
guys it’ll be a chance to get them competing at a 
high level so they can move on to bigger things. 
There’s a lot of young talent I’ve seen locally.” 


RUGBY UNION 

Canterbury top of the class but other 
half-term reports say ‘must do better’ 


THE county's rugby sides all have a three-week 
break over the festive period, but the mood in 
clubhouses across Kent will be contrasting after 
a mixed first half of the season. 

Nowhere will be more jovial than Merton 
Lane, with Canterbury looking odds-on to win 
the National 3 London & SE title. A 34-15 win 
against nearest challengers Tonbridge Juddians 
last weekend extended their winning streak to 
an impressive 14 games. 

Andy Pratt, the city club’s head coach, said: 
"We're very pleased and couldn’t have asked for 
a lot more. We set high standards and while the 
results have been good, some of the perform¬ 
ances against teams near the bottom have been 
a bit sloppy. That’s nit-picking, though." 

TJs will still fancy their chances of at least 
finishing second to reach the play-offs and keep 
hopes of a fourth successive promotion intact. 

Blackheath have bounced back from a slow 


start to the National 1 campaign to climb into 
the top six, but Westcombe Park head into the 
new year propping up National 2 South and will 
need an improvement in the new year to avoid 
tumbling through the trapdoor. 

Relegation concerns will also trouble Deal 
& Betteshanger and Tunbridge Wells, who are 
both in London 2 South East's bottom three. 
Thanet Wanderers are also vulnerable after four 
wins in 14 London 1 South games. 

There is plenty of optimism elsewhere, 
though, with Aylesford Bulls third in the division 
alongside another strong run in the Intermediate 
Cup. 

Folkestone and Medway have made excellent 
starts to the London 3 South East campaign 
and the pair will resume in January as part of a 
three-way battle for the title with Crowborough. 

Gillingham Anchorians lead the race for glory 
in Kent 1, just ahead of Vigo and Dartfordians. 


Picture: IGOR KUPCO 



ON THE UP: Canterbury have a 14-point lead 


NON-LEAGUE FOOTBALL 



WITH FRED ATKINS 


r i 

Playing on the 
merry-go-round 

IT'S the final Non-League Foot¬ 
ball column of 2011 and if you've 
spent the last 12 months in a medically- 
induced coma there's good news and bad. 

Kim Jong-il is dead, but Tulisa Con- 
tostavlos' career isn't. The News of the 
World has gone, but the Daily Mail's still 
here and, if you support a non-league 
team in Kent, you may struggle to recog¬ 
nise your own players. 

One of the contradictions of the semi- 
pro game is that while its supporters tend 
to be more loyal than those who follow 
bigger clubs, players don't stay put for 
long. 

The career of the average non-league 
footballer follows a predictable trajectory. 

At school, most were better than their 
peers and some will have been part of a 
professional youth set-up, but after failing 
to make the grade they either pack the 
game up or drift into non-league, typically 
playing for at least half a dozen progres¬ 
sively weaker clubs by the time they hit 
30. 

Looking at a starting line-up from 12 
months ago and comparing it with the XI 
the same team started with last week 
demonstrates the transient nature of the 
non-league game, particularly when a 
manager leaves. 

A year ago Dover were buoyant under 
Martin Hayes, having knocked Gillingham 
and Aldershot out of the FA Cup, but just 
two players who started their final game 
of 2010 began last Saturday's game at 
Staines. 

There were only two survivors from 
Maidstone's 1-1 draw with Tooting last 
year at Worthing on Saturday and at 
Sittingbourne only three started under 
both Gary Abbott a year ago at Horsham 
YMCA and Joe Dowley last week against 
Burgess Hill. 

Even at clubs with managerial stability 
there are multiple changes. A relatively 
consistent seven of the team that began 
Ebbsfleet's 2-1 win over Dartford on 
December 28 last year also started at 
Grimsby last week, but just four of the 
Darts starting XI that day played from the 
beginning against Dorchester. 

Even allowing for injuries, suspensions 
and selection whims, the overall pattern is 
one of almost constantly evolving squads, 
in an environment where four-year deals 
are almost unheard of, there are no trans¬ 
fer windows and where players tend to 
follow managers around. 

Many players will also be badly let 
down by clubs during their careers, 
usually over unpaid wages. Most fans 
understand this and few begrudge those 
good enough to earn a wage from the 
game the right to move on, even though 
they'd never consider switching allegiance 
themselves. 

The fan-player dynamic is therefore a 
bit like a Katie Price marriage: passionate 
but slightly artificial and usually 
over in 12 months. 
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A warranty 
could now last 
a lifetime 



The Vauxhall Lifetime 
100,000 Mile Warranty 

• Available on all new cars for the first owner' 

• For full details please go to www.vauxfcall.co.ufc/warranty 
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VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Oata. Fuel consumption figures mpg (Utres/IOOfcm) and CO] emissions (g/km) Vauxhall range; Urban 14.4 (19 6) - 67.3 
14.2) Extra-urban; 27.4 (10.3) • 91.143.1). Combined: 20 6 <13 7) - 80.7 (3.5). C0 : emissions: 324 • 94g/km. 
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